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INTUODTTCTOUT NOTE. 



TuzSE kctnWB discMss the Uiiivenaliam of tho present time. 

'Ibo roactor will obsc'rvo throe things : First, that the statements 
of doctrine aro not mado at second hand, but are taken directly 
fri>in Univorsalist aiilhore thouiaclveB, ysamlncd by the writ*-!" in 
|wrsun. Secimd, tliiit tlie authora i^^uutcd wrt! niaong tho most 
noted of ihe denomination, men wlio arc identified ■with its recent 
liistory and presuut contlitiaii, wboae wi-kings )iavo had iho tv'ideet 
eireulation, und who now direct the theological literature of the 
order. Third, that tho volumes quoted iltli of tlio most rucent 
dAt«, eomo of tliPiri not two years old, nearly all of them less than 
ten, and jiahliahed during tho lifi>tlmo of their aulhora. 

These leoturos wvrc doHvftred in the regul ar seri ea at diseonrscB to 
the wri ter's <j" wii cun j^ cguf'fin M prnhprs of o(Jter ■congregation'^" 
ro<)ucae«<t 11 ri'pt'titifrn of them <it a diffi.Tent hour, hut other oiigiige- 
luunts iircvcntcd a, complianc^f, A drwirc hat hecn osprwiseil, from 
Taiiiiuu (j^uartera, that thpy might hi) priutud. 

They iire accordingly given to the profls, iu t!io belbf that tho 
foo*3 they embody may help *spoBO a system that is as full of guile 
as it lA of oiror. ChriHtiaus in gonorol hiLTo do oomot ^oirlcdgo 
of moiiern tTniviirBolism. Their notions aro of a ReBtorationisni, 
tflcogntaiug moat uF thrt leading featuree of the giispcl, but deny- 
ing the ebiraity of future panishment. Tlit-y hiivo hut little idea 
of thii syet(.im whicli rejects n(?arlj nil the doctrines of n.-vclution 
in Ihi' rtinw, and donicw wi.'n what they rogiird aB. the fotindtition 
of common morality. Tlioy haTO but little oonception of the arti- 
loes by which It ia su8t4iinod, or tho moral degradation of code 
wliii^h tlivee tu-ti(iuU9 oouueul. Suutc triaitiao hm boon needed. 
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irhlclieliould kricfljrplacotliwo f&cts in thclt prosftnl aspoct bcroro 
tho clu-intiao public. Ttiis js the j>riDci|i!il ilo»i»a of tbeso leo 
tares. Tbo author's own prefVroncf* wmilil iiiivo leO tu tt very 
flOllBi<l«rablO oxK'nsion of the argument : l)ii t tlu- tliouglit that in- 
crcueii oi' mio uiif^lit dofuivt the i-irniliiLi'in ami intliii'DCU iif Uw - 
Tuliuni^, prcvGQijL-d. Tho cliicT thing roguired, iLfliTiilL, id to dcag 
thi*i^tuA totliednyligtil, uad strip oB* iU dinguinci!. To audi k 
■yjjUim, oxpoSHnt in iwndi.wmiatiDn. ft' lion Riirly oci[nprt'J»>ni]oii, 
thoru is DO fcai Ijat that it wilt ha duly mtluiutcU by CbriatJoa 
heartd. 

AuotUor ctmaidcratioQ, not witbout ite IttQuenco an ilie author's 
mind, waa, the poeaibilitj of reachingsonio of tlie niiuij individu- 
■la who Kwivu UiiivcnuUsm on trust. Many nnjK'ctttblu iKi'noaa in 
our larger jdacei,e*peciAlly lining urIioiM'o ^lui))^ mid fi'iid of pleaa> 
urc, uru Ivd by tiiutc incliiuitii.'ns to listen to tbg bMd und defiant 
■wuTttdii uf a Ituttvring <iurtrint>, wliilo tbi'j hovlt Imvo mudit ftn 
honrV coiidiil cxaniiantiun of the etibjoct, aud liavi' not tliO remot- 
est conception of the inlermil roiU-oiicM iif ilio L'nivernalisb 
BOhemi- and ils advocacy. The Ttrilor hu» tb'/ enliBfaolion of hear- 
ing that some such individual were boiiflitled liy tlie» lectures 
when ili-llreroci, aud Im hopos that others uiny dorit<o & uiuiloc 
beiw'Dt from tlioir jjai-usal. He has aot d«ya«t it neceaaary, for 
th<Tir «aUo4, to Boflt-n tho BWerity of Lis utriotnwfl nn tli<i dyiitoia 
as Bijch ; wHli thi; fa.'(» lipfon' tboin, liimi-jit inwi aw wduome to 
pronouDCO on tb* propriety of the etnoturca. P-;r thobO, wbOi.J 
in the full knoivlcdgo of the ejottm, with all it* windings, sophis- 
irice, palpdblo inconsifltenoae, diahouMt doyict-B and oonoiMiliaoutfl, 
aud iifi uamiX IriHuoiicea, yet ddiWrntuly retain it, — Oxre ia littlo 
hope in this oir any other arguiutrnt. 

OneMitiri.'lj"Buln)ri.liniLte cunsidLTalion in printing thraiilectunfl, 
Wft» thi! willingn''-tot that thoiift vrUo hnvo Ififimod of tlii^ir contents 
only through tbc representation of opiioiieu to, mif;htrfad Tor Iheni- 
Bolvca, and e&> vhat is tho lioncsty </( eoiue of tbo publiq advo- 
cates of Uuivonaliun. 

Ucjd^ra [Jnivennliidii in ashaincd of iteolf. DiiL'in» the delirenr 
of tlip--* Icctim-r'. t!>c groas hlundor and folly vroi fjst <;om(nitled, 
of aWrmiri}; that tho L'niri^raaluui here dvliiK^utinl, vrtm that of 
some forty ^ears a^. Sabdi(Kiuuut1y the iitk'injtt wub tnHd«, u 
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th6Tn-it(ir Ik infonucd, to itivalidrito the teatbnony tn facts given 
in 1846. by the pre§ent «!itor of tlio " Guspel Updoit," (tho only 
CniTCiwilist paper in MalnL',) and by sptch other [lerBona, four of 
whom arc recognized iu t!nj UniTOrsaligt Cotnpanion for 1850, iia 
regular rnivcmiliet preaelieTsinMaeBucliuBottB, — with theswcrp- 
ing iisscTtiiiti that it was tliB tr.^tiinDny of persona (liBfi^llowHliiiijTod 
by the lii 'nomination. Similar il'>vii;e8 woru udupted tlirouglwiit. 

Ouc IB nftOTi reminded of the Lrii'f intei'view betweun Lemuel 
Hayneg anrf the Universalist cUinnpion brouglit io argim with bim. 
When the inti'niiiietiOQ had hana matte and the prrfiud stated, ^ 
" Glad to eoo you," fluid Mr, Jlaynesi, taking Lini ljy tlie hand i 
" wtll, yyii aro thenuiii, then, wbo preaches th»t myti mayawear, 
and liu, und got druuk, iLnd cQnuait udultery aud all other uliuml- 
notioM, and yet go tu heavca a,ftcr all, arc you ? " "Ko, no," 
eaid thol-tniversaliflt, "T do n't proacha-nyswoh thing." " Well," 
said Mr. liuynes. " yoti believe so, don't you?" The kohI for 
controvcwy, for on<!e, auddonly cnolnd off at tlio qaMtii-.ti ; and 
_afti>r a few remarks about the weather and the ulcusiiiit eitnation 
the village, the Univorealiat inquired of his attondnnt, if it 
18 n«l iiboiit '• time to bo going." Ho folt thu uwkwardness of 
holdinj* a doctrine -which, in r"(sA<iW/orm, te wfl.9 (wliauipd tii avovr. 
Thaa the moat liopcful feature (if the present UniTCMalisni Is, tliat 
it in aaliiiiried of itsdf, shrinks from tlii^ naked statcui-onts of tta 
.own doctriura, and thii truthful eshihition nf its own doiuj^a, and 
Dmolimea attempts, huforc a ehri^tiiin oi>mimimty, to repudiate 
be griind chatncttristic of the dcnLiininotion for a quarti-r of a 
ry, tho doctpino of all it« late standftfd treatiaos, and of he 
I pcrindicalfl. TVith what kucccps, thu readur of tliuec Ice- 
SB will judge, 

Tlio (Iiiivorsultsi 'books principally need for tlic elatcment «i' 
tho Kjatrtii) are thn following: "The Plain Guide to Univerail- 
leni," BtcrtMtyjKi iidition, hy Ecv. Thuiu.aa WhilLtmuri), now und 
fur man J yours oditor of tlio Trumpet, — a work wliiuli has olroa- 
latcd more widoly, pcrhapn, than any cthiT Ibaui^I hy tbe dnuomi- 
nation : " A Voi<iQ to Llnivprw-liats," piihlifslnjil iu IKl'J, hy Kct. 
II'wsi tbttkiij, the iKitriaridi uf Modern UoiTcrenluim ; '■lecture 
SoTTiK.nH," third inlition, 1854, by tho same author ; *' Ono doxon 
TractB for tbo People," (Bontun,) laSG, tiy Re?. A.U. ThomaBand 
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Bo*-. T. B. Tlwiror, of LoweU ; " A Conipond of Dlrlnity," aav- 
enlh edition, 1S54, by Reir. Sylvanua Cobb, editor of the Ctiriatliui 
Frfteman and Kamily Via:t"ir ; " Kiidluhs Punisliincut," piililinhed.. 
In miT, and tha " G:(^rj»>itiim nnd Dofonee of UnitfonwliMra," 1S40, 
by Itijv. 1. I>. Willio.iawii. D.D,, now pcoachtr at Cinciimati and 
editijr of till* liuepi;! ilurald ; and " Uiiivwealiet Belief," second 
edition, 1816, byKor. Aefaer Mooro, now of New Tor5c. Other 
eccasiunal rercrenoeH viU he snlfielixitly indicntod in ihdT fVteo. 

Thaw nutlKirs oertoiuly arc aoi^redit^d orgjins of tho eystein. 
Thi>y prctioiit, it Iii it« tnoec mudom nnd il« most pluuidblo form,— 
italUfpoct for tho public. For tho reader will ioarn iKiforo be coiii- 
plotw thow Icoturos, that tlii^ru is ulsu s UnivoFanlism not for the 
public. 

On the other hand, the writer has freol; iiYailod himsolf of tha 
»Jd offiQcU ar^iuctittaciiiiK^t tiiiei heroi<j, us have ftklleu Ln bu 
way. Ilo WDuM csjicr'liiUy iLUImowMgu )us indulitodnoiui to the 
7G0i;'Dt work uf Rev. N. D. Gwrgc, of the Mcthudint dvuomina- 
tion, •' UniirorsaUam not of tJw Bible." During tha liDlirory cf; 
tbeeo Icctarw, bo met with tho Yolumo and derived from it import 
taut InfonnatloD and valuable enggGstions, which aro cheerfully 
acknovrliKlgod, as wtiU ae f craouaJ c»urt(«icG from it« author. 

A COnMtiiiit diflionlty wliloli the writer hns felt, has been to ri»- 
trict tbo discuEwluii witbtu tliu Uinitu of liie duaiga. Il is hoped 
that any who cuiglit dmni gntiUn' fultuNW on particular points, , 
will rcmouibcr th« object in view. In w^adliig through the drenrj 
mfiW of Bophiatry orei which ho lias posBed, it has hoen dilPieuIt 
always to ri.'pTt«» h'w iiisgust, anO ho baa not alwayii miowmb^L 

Till) Ui-'tun* uro [irintuil nlmnst pTWi-istly as they wi^n' di-liviitoil, 
with nnly a nimplv rvvkion of the titylc, and tlic invurtiun of por* 
tiona omituxl for want of timo. Thoy cmut bn ;;ivCT to tlim jiruM 
su, or not at all. They aid pobliabcd, cot for literary purposes, 
but to da good. May tbo bloseuig of tho Lord Jeeus Christ aj^ 
flonpony them. 

ManditBtor, N. fi., August, 1853. 
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LECTUBE FIRST. 
THB NATCBB ixo cHUtACTEKiSTECs or tna system. 

2 CoriDtlilans, ST ; ID, 14, 15. Tw sudi arc fulKR npnsiks, (li'rr.idiJ 
workers, tmnefoiininf tlieinaoh'i's info ttit' npostic* of Cbrisi. Ami 
no- marvel ; f»r Sutnii hiiufvil' is tntnaJviiiicd iutu on aag«l of liijlit. 
Tlicrcforo II i& no gront clilng if liis ministers al^o lie transformed ne 
the miniilw« of righteonaiMS. 

SiTCH is the assertion distinctly mado by Cliriat's 
* apostlti, ctuiccrning ccvtalu teachers then liWiig and 
teaching among the Curiutliian Cliristiaiis, and claim- 
ing to l)C teachers and even apOPtbs of the Lord Jcbub 
Christ. Of course they were very iudignajit at tlio 
charge. Tt does not appear, however, that any disas- 
ter to Christ's cause resulted IVom wlmt timid men 
must have thought a very imprudent apeecli of tlia 
apottle. Doublleshi tlin.1 cause was iidvanccd, when tho 
issue was disLiiactly made and Satau'n docttuic boic its 
proper name. 

M'e learn from this statement of Paul, that it is no 

Iaiihcard-of thing for Bystems of religion to claim the 
bamo of Christiamty — ChriBtiauitj of tlic liighe&t or^ 
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der— wliilo they are Imf doctrines of devils; and that 
men may claim, aiid some lia^c clauned to be apostleaj 
of Cliriat and ministers of rigliteousuess, when in 
tliey ara false apostle!! and inliiiatcrs of Sataii. It 
appears to be an apostolic practice to refute prevailing 
errors that stJiiitl opposed l,o tlio fiiiidameiitiil doctrines 
of tlie gospel. Wliole epistles, and large portions of all 
the fpistlos, are ilcToted to tlie overtlirow of lierosiea, 

Vaiious indications liave led mo to think it liigi 
time tliai CYangnlical ObrtHtians in tliis coniiiiiLiiit; 
should have a better undertntanding- of the system tha 
is ealled Universal ism. 1 propose therefore to di.seu: 
lliD subject in several discnurses. 

Tiie present discourse will consider tbo Nature 9w 
Characteristics of Modern Univeraalism. 

1. Tile natijke of thk .strtem. I speak of tlic s 
tciu, not of iriou. There may bo many conn&ctod vri 
it who do not fully imbibe the system, nor liriug; fb: 
its legitimate fruits. There are many liiglily mor 
uid reputable men who profosH to receive it. Thi 
aro rCiiueHfcd to roraembcr IIjo adniisriiim. Tbcrc a; 
a few proachors, prominent men, ranked under its ba: 
ncrs, who cliielly moralize gravely or showily upon the 
varied aspect? of human lifo and character, while they 
remain singularly silcnl on the fundiuueulixl tenet 
the system, and sinj^ularly abstemious from the gcui 
i-al strain of its prcaeliiiig. There have been a vc: 
few hidividuals in other denominations, who, like Jo! 
Foster, hav« held all the fundamental doctrines of 
orthodosy as the broad platform of their belief, and yoc 
have had speculative ^ticstioning-s on the eternity ot 
futuro punishment) questionings wluch they have rulh- 
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Cnnshcd than 1m>cii able to coiilirm, and ivhicli tlicy 
haro belli as met© iucideutal thiugs ; bctwocu whom 
and tlic moil that arc Torcvcr rolliug over the doctrine 
of universal salvation as tlic ■^■holc gosy])cl of Christ, 
the diftt-'rciiue is so immense that lUcy cannot be includ- 
ed in the mmxQ descriiition,- — ^iwlwithstandiug the con- 
stant efforts of UniversaUsm to gain the resijcctability 
of thcif naiiicf. 

I sipoak of the system that is embodied iii the doc- 
trinal writings of the modem Univorealist dGiiomLiia- 
tJoii, and huard wwkly from tho vast majority of its 
pulijits. Tilt? sttiieiuent shall bo mado from tliniv own 
ablest writei-s, examined by mynclf in their own works; 
siicli men as H«inoa Balhni, A. C. Thomas, T. B. Tliay- 
er, Thomas "VVhlttemoro, Sylvanus Cobb, I. I). Wil- 
liamson. Il is tlio system which is s[)i'Gad before tho 
deiiominalioii !)y Ihe cditorB of " Tho Trumpet," *' The 
Univcrsahst QnarterlyRcviow," "The CImstian Pree- 
man," and " Thu Gospel Hlm-oIJ." 

It is not tlie UniversalismUTen ofono-half a century 
ago, Ihrl I am to discuss; hut Modorn UniversaUsm, 
ttiflt of llio hist iiiw years, of the present time." 

Now most Christians, I think, suppose that sys^tem to 
bo the eiUdo that il was fifty years ujro ; and its ihU'o- 
eatCBflro not always anxious tu dispel tho itlnsiun. Hut 
OR illnsion It is, IIoswi Ballon himself being witness. 
"As this Jcrtrine was first taught in tliis- 4!()unlry," 
says he,t " ils (i,i,'neral aspect indicated tliat it had what 
we may eall a CalWmslic base. It docs not appear that 



*For the ilnic trt the nuikoritics cltoid, eeo Introductory Nolo. 
tVoiM to L'n. pp. -29, 29. 
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OUT earliest Uuivei'salists doubtod that man l)y sin bad 
incurred the just penalty' uf cndtut^s jmni^Iuucnt, but 
ftilly relied on tlio efficacy of tlie atonement for & 
dclivcrancft. of all men from sucli a condition. The 
doctrine of tlio Trinity was also held as an essential 
part of tlio genQral system of doctrine." TIiqfo and 
other connoctod doKtriucs, lie calls "ox|ilodcil su- 
perstitions," and informs us' of the "sharp conflict" 
which formerly took place Ijotwocn the older preachers 
who retained them and the younfjor brethren who 
repudiated thcmt and which at one time threatened 
*' lamonlaljle consequences,'' but ended in the final 
rejection of the doctrines. The earlier Univoi-salists 
TPero Reatorationists, holding to a limiti-d future i-etri- 
bution ; "the doctrine of a future retribution,'* says 
Ballon,! "w»3 "ot denied by any of tbo early defend- 
ers of final restoration." But the denomuiation long 
since rcp\idiated the doctrine from iis puljlic tcaehings, 
and with it, the last remnants of orthodosy that clung 
to it. The entire theology of the dcnorainotion is now 
moulded by its one absorbing principle ; and tliat prin- 
ciple, 

Tlic grand characteristie doctrine of Modern Uni- 
versalism, is, that all vim alike, when tlu'j/ die, (or wken 
thetf cov'c (o consciousness aficr de^h,') ejiter on eter- 
nal bksxednpss. 

The great a])ystlQ of Modern Univei-salism, TTosea 
Ballon, in 1849 iufoiTas ns that " for nearly forty years," 
bo had not believed in any future puniglunent. And 
he gives the following piece of testimony, which, as 
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coming from a maai who hail tbcn been sixty yaava in 
the Uiiiversalist rainistrv, and wasi thoroughly convcr- 
sint with tlio affaii-s of the dcuomiaatioa, is of the 
Tery hig:hcsL auiliority: "though there are some uow 
who heliKTe in wliat is called iiitiLre rctriljution, we 
kmio of mne who prelentl to prove it by divine rcvelor 
lioii, or rhi-rU mi it Ui their prearldii<r. "Wo know ol" no 
passages of scripiiirc, which Leaeh the doGtriuo of a 
fufcuro state, which imply the csisteuce of cither eia or 
puuishmont in tUat stftlc. Could wc rini3 any sxich 
testimony, wo should then need sci-iptiu-c pi-oof that 
such pin and puiiishmcai: wQl have au end, in order to 
bo consistent UuiveraaliBts." Such is tho weighty tes- 
timony tif the patriarch of the system, near tho close 
of hia onuiM!." 

Itt ]icrfecl linrmony with this testimony ai-e tho puh- 
lishpd opinions of tlicir leading" writers. 

Whitlcmore, for a. quarter of a century identifiod 
■with *' The Trumpet," and with Ujiivcrsalicm in New 
England, writes thus : " Now to say tliat man sltall sin 
on the cartli, and wnffcr tlie rftconipenso in sunirt otlior 
8tato of being, is alike reasonable witli saying that a 
ijaaaxi. who sows a Held of gram iu Mossaclniscttii, flliall 
rcep the imrvest iu eome other state ;">■ and, " no 
thrcutfuinp; or law extends sin or its conseqxieiices be- 
yond the resi-,rrr;clion."t 

Bcv. I. I>. Williamson, P.D., now editor of tho 
"Gospel Ik'rald," declares as tho belief of tho donomi- 
lution, that "all tho cril passions that disti'oct ood 



• In tho jTjar 1849. " Voice to Un./' P- 3T. f Plain GiiiUe, p. 2G3. 
|M-, p. »4. 
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torment men on earth, will be left in the eartli wbere the; 
origiiiuU:d,,'"Qiid"tlie fiituro liR:: ^huli he U) all a cease-] 
!cas liicssiiig."* 

Raw Hustia Ballon informs us thai •■ the apostle 
[Paul] did not lieliovo in a state of sin aiul miseix 
after (he i-osurroction ;"f Uiat " wc aru ccilificil t!mt - 
all that ilio live ujito Qod in the reiinrrcctioii, and ar^f 
cliiUhvii of Odd, eiiual to angels, and can die iit> 
moro."t He also asserts, " It is plain from tho scrip- 
tures that all sin, all wiokcdnoi<s, aud all cril doin 
arc the works of the flesh ; and there aj-poars no mo: 
reasou for t^upposiug that the cllccts of these ii-orks ar 
to extend into tho imiuortiU state, than for suppo^ 
that tlio cflfccts of wholesome or imwholesome food 
to extend to that state."^ 

Rev, Sylraims Col)b, editor of tho " Christian Froi 
man'," asserts that "tho rcsun-cctlon b-tale i»^, without 
any limitation or reserve," as the statu of the anjrelB, of 
God in heaven;" tliorc is "no room for the notion , 
tliat tlitti-o will bo au iraraortal etato, in whieh niei^| 
will continue in sm and ahame." He says, ''Jcsa^v 
Clu'iBt and liis iipostleg xirgy the ductrine of siiitabls , 
rewards and puimlLmnnti; ponding the cunduet of mcn^| 
but they nov«r jpvc ont the idna, that a fiitiue imnior^i 
tal state of existence is either lu be bought or sold by 
tlio doings of men in limo."^ Rev. A. 0. Thomas, i 
"Tl-act" No. 5, fully sets forth the same dotTtrinc. 

Saj8 Her. Aslior Moore, "We tbeiiiforo couclm 
that tlio piiuishmoiit for sins is in the same state 
lieing where men transgress the law of God/"" 



• EaiiOBilloO, M>. 18, ID. t Lcaarc Sciiacnu. p. 85. |li].,p. S39 
flil.,p.335. lCi>ujii:udori)ivinil]r,pi'.3IT,ai6. *«Uu.2iilie(;p. 177 
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^ Hev. O. A. Skinner, " So far as m]mission to 
onxilcss gloiy is concerned, the saint nnil sinner stand 
on a perfect level."* 

In full conrarniltjr to these vlcwg, Ber. A. B. Grosli, 
editor of Uie "tTiiivcrsaliat Coim>auioii," writes ill 
1856, " Gud lins ustuhlislicd lii.i judymciit in llio cftrth, 
where it' is needed — where differences exist — where 
wen si/t — wlicro tlicy sliould be called to uccoiuit, 
tried iuid [jiiiiislied, God's jtidgmeut k in llio eartli. 
In the earth mou arc rewarded;" "tlio ftcripl^Lrcs nov- 
cr 6|)cak of men goini^ out of this life, oi- kavini; this 
enrth to go lo judgmtiut, but alwaya of Gud and <Jhrist 
coming to the earth to judge men." He aflimis that 
''Christ is »(jwt jiiddiiff every mnn according to his 
T^'Orks." und thiit Ciirisi's bingdmn, the biiijjdom of 
Uoavou, Fpokon of in tlie scriptiu'es, i;* ou tha eai*th 

alouct 

Not to multiply quotations, hear the stntciaeut made 
liy Rev. N. ti. Georgo, of the Motliudist ili'iionimalion 
in his recent work on Ujiivorsalism; "'Wo have in our 
posses?ion n. hu'ge mimlier fif bookt:, sermons fliid tracts 
troin ihoir ablest ministorft, and in thom nil there is 
not a Kinjrlo elTort to teach future rewards aiid jninish- 
ment'^: hut ou the other hand the dyelniie is iniifonn- 
ly L'ombiiM.nl by those authoi-K, niul llie fulurfvstnto 
reference of thoso texts which llestoi-atioiii.«ts fonaerly 
eniph)yi'd Id ti>iirU rtilitre punishments, is denied. We 
colled a. short time since at the tjniversalist hook-storo 
in Boston, and iinj^uired if there vae aiiy hook on s&le 



^Univcraalhin Ulusinitcit nnilDcfbiidci], p, 206. Qiiotnl from Ussy. 
N. I>. Geiargf'pi " UiiivennliHm nolof the Sibb," ]>. 331. 
lUn. Ccni. Sat 185G, pp. 16, 17, 18, 19. 



12 



LBCrUUES ON 



in wliich future piinisluiiiMit in taiiglit, or if uny one in 
the dotioiuiiiation had issued sucTi a hook. The mau 
in atlendmice said he knew of uo «ucli liouk issuod 
among tliem. Their approved Catechisms, used in 
their Sabbatli Schtipls, do not tcaoh it. Thi:j- nre be- 
fon- us hy Balch, Bacon, Skiunor, Adnms, and S. R. 
Suiilli, not ouc of which even intlinatcs tliat there is 
anything to be dreaded bj the sinner ui the fuliire 
world.*" 

Wo ore occasionally told that there arc some in tho 
denomination, wlin believe in limited future |junish- 
mcnt. .But tho men who unoc]ui vocally dwell tipuii it 
in their teacbin;; or tJicir pretwilung are not easily to 
be found. Li ISll, Mr. Balfour testified that thougb 
ho had been twenty years in the di^noiuinatiou, " he 
never heard it preached but once, and the preacher 
liardly said cuoufih about it to let bis bearers under- 
stand ihat be believed this doctrine."! If there otq 
those who believe it, they do not teaub it. And when 
you ask ivho believes it, it is somebody else. Whitto- 
more saj-s there arc some who believe it, but he is not 
one. Moore and Williamson imjdy tho same; but 
they arc not the men. Ballon speaks of some ; but he 
is not one. And what is more, in 1849, bo knew no 
mau who did dwell upon it in his preaeliing. \or 
could book or tract \iq heai-d of at tho Universalist 
book-store in tlio niciro})oIis of New Kngland, in wliieh 
futui-fl punishment is taiight-J 



•p. »B2. This work ftT Mr, G«>rgc wan [mblUIwd t)i« proseiil year; 
i( is 1 work wf wiilc reiPnrch uml ^k-servc* n vritia cirmlnliini. 

Tljiicilnl frmii llm Ctu-iMiim Mirisenp-r, Julv IT, 1811, in M. tt 
SmilirR " Vu. ICsnmintil," ji, ai7. 

}W)u,*a liaw l jfitstKii bj fir^tncnl, TTnivcniilliU somctimn avow 
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I fortify tliis point vnth copious proof, bccanso tliis 
is tho \'Ciy Uuiversalism oa VFliicli 1 propose to lectiu-c, 
tho (ioctriiic ffiiicli denies all futiiro pmuBlimeDt, It 
is tlio cboractoristic doctrine of Modem Uuivcrsalism, 
that all mun alike arc raised to blesscduoss and glory.* 

To this, all else is shaped. In truth, all else is of 
very little separate account^ "being ojily and olmously 
tho scalfoldiug of this ojio all-absorl-iing theme. To 

Bestornlionist ilofCrini's. A pij|>Lilm' p^'uduT not long sincu wa* uiuliir- 
atofril by intelligent hoorcn; to uvon* tlic Rustornticinist view. Hut f hnd 
hotrd ilia saiixfi man, noi ihroo months prcrluus, ;)ul)Ucl;r c)jiloi'«o tbo 
sontimcnt ihat a young manwliotlii'ilimiimiiiL-iiijaud. as iljo story went, 
was consigned to tho world of woe by the Orthodox funerd (ermoii, ii-ns 
UctiuiUy ill hunvcu at the tiniQ of n i^ciiond funeral i^crmon, pruiicltcii 
hyn L'tiivcraulisi at ihc fnthtr's rcqiipst. 

*It is a I'ommoa tJiJng fur TUfnilnTs of t!ta dcnoimnuiion lo convoy 
lliK impn-ssirm ilinl ITi-sinruiJorusl vii-ws aiv widi'Iy lux-nvlnit nniung 
Uiom ; iuid I find iliiit many of my Ivrellu'cn hui-u eiijipoepil it to lii> so. 
Bnt wUt'ir is die vvidt-iice in book or trcuiiai; ( WIic™ is tlio Uiijvtr- 
Bftlist pnipil id whidi Oie ttortriiic iaoiicnlyiauv^lil imd enforced f Wlicre 
hu the L'nivcfsnlist fnnprnJ Burmon Iweii kL-iini, iu wliidi it was not cx- 
pKsacd or imjilivd tliat tho ilticua»£d, wlialcvgr liis clmmutvr, hud (^otio 
ilnii^lit ta liuavco 1 

I do iiui (luiistion thai individual preaclicrs — I kmrv not liow miiny — 
niiij privtilcly lioid, Iml 1 nm very ounfidtiil ihoy do not jmblklj (.iic/i 
and }tnjmnfijttu ReftiuruiioniaiD, If tliiTc nre siicrh men, it is sl'U iniu of 
thorn us in Nov. 1844, wlven Rev. IMr. Divw. (itcn ediior of tlju Bii.nii(ir, 
now Prolcssor in tlic Tuft's "0iiivi«iiiiili*t Collego,) Mlid of llifiii in ibo 
Dnniicr, '■Their dcBire for tlic pt^ncu of llm nrii<T, iini cotuird tlieiti la liB 
more ciirefbl than some of dilferont viewE hiivoU'on, ns to i^onimitlirtg 
tJie otdc-r to liioir oijliiions." Th*y Imvo boori crvrpfiil induoj;— "ihn 
oricr " is uowlicre tomniittud to ■thtir opitiiinii — it if t-vorywhcro, bo fiir I 
iia oii« ran li'sini, " comniitiml lo tlic (loctritio of m> funiro pntiisliment.'* 

Probrtl>ly no cwinfjoliful writer Ims mote tlioronghly uiTcsiipiitcd tlipir 
ricwj thiin. Rev. N. D. Gtor-o, iiud lii» ti'stiinony n as foliow» : "Foe 
twciiiy yiMim pswt, I hiivt btcii ncloiic olucrvor of the iiiinlificftiions, tao- 
lirja, siR(l pcnct^l opcrntintiK nf thn nrrlvr of Uuivunjiliiti, uiid Imving 
Availctl niyscLf of llicir [iuriiji3ic»l4 oaA bo()lu>, l>y llicir jirincipiJ moo, I] 



show, however, how tUoi-ougli-froiiijf is Uie system in 
r^ecliiig ull lliiit Kviuijfi'riical OhriMiaiilty rcucivcs. and 
lert auy should imngiiio it only an incidental dilTei*- 
encc of pystoiiifi rvtliorwisc alike, I add some of ihc 
subordiuato liiicaineats. The leading writers to whom 
1 have referred, arc bold and open in denying the 
Trmity, and, of course, the Supreme Diviaity of 
Clirist." 

They n^jeet witli KCtim and even mockery tho doctrine 
of a Viwirious Alonemcnt. Moore promxmcos it *' a 
more nioilley of injuaticQ, contradictimi mid abmu'dity, 
— propos(i;rous and shocking to all tho moral sensihili- 
ty of our nniurc."t The dcii.Uriiie,TfVilIi!irnK(Hi eays, is 
'* unjust in theory, impossihle in fact, and peruieioHs in 
praL'lii!e,"J Balluu, Cobb, and olhei's are i;*|u:illy out- 
spoken. 

The system dcuios the esiBlenee of a perjional Devi! ;^ 
tliG fall of iniui, the entire innocniicc of the first pair, 
and the entire moral delinquency of tUeir descendants. || 

am fnltjr nutuflcd tlint, w!inti!Tcr a Tl-tt of tti nrtvopAtra mnj iirofuss in 
oertnin IncuHclr*, iw fvlizrc jiunisliin^al '\i tlic i^ortrlnc of lite UuJvcnsUsl 
body in Ihu Hiiitcil Swicn, the cxrcjiliong licin^- vi-i-v fiw, Th«M i» ine 
liule (fiiiinl liuiuii^' tliciii for lliu fiilurHj puiibJunpriv vjciivi of tlic Rcsio- 
rfttioiilvbi. Till' t'urci! Df (Jicir teacliiuj;!! iijr yciire, haa ttcn sgoliul 
thom.'* Uh. rot of thii RUitu, lu-dluv!, p. G. 

*BaUoii'i Voioc, p. 3a; Colb'a Coiapcad, p. ISS and amvnrd; Wil- 
Itaiuiob's K\piMiiiou. p. S3, etc. 

tPp. 133. 13S. I Kk. !>■**- S Voice, p. 33. "Lniit. SBirn./'p. :3. 

lI'^Tlii-tvii no oIlKr way la lU^i^ixinl for itic*fir>.t Ir.in-i-ivsBiuu tbiui by 
ailtnIiiiuaocnnftrilnilonnlTnipeLf«aioTi in ihc ayvnt." i^L'tait SwinoM, 
p. 63. "Tln'ii' ^fiiii'.ij-? no niilhoriiy for the coininaii njmiitin tiiut tho 
fiwt traiW(!n??iion [-rodtifwl aiwlicnl chan;;>.- in iho motnlcoTuiiitKioti of 
man, or iit i^itnacqueiicu of Urn flnt nhi niAi) iKcnmc loiiilly ili^jiraved taxA 
alto;a«[lwT (>p|i»«t«l to all irooil, and inclltiud wliolly lo ji!! ovil." Hi., p. 
"3. See, iilto, Coltb, [t. 4*1; Mooro, p. 91- 
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It proiioiiiux'B the scripttire narrative of tlie Tf^mpto- 
tkui an allegory.* It denies tlmt the pr-sfont lifc is a 
state of pi'tibfttion ; + tliat lliere ie a resiu'rcction of tlio 
humau hotly ;$ aud that there is a judji'meut and rct- 
ributicHi al'toj- ileath.§ 

"Wliile aljiuidsintly using the word " forgiveness," the 
syatera most finphaticaDy dcniGB that God evci" does 
foi"givc, ill the sense of remUting (he penaUij of sin; hut 
holds tJiat all sia receives all the chastisement it de- 
servos. '■ Sut it down," says WJIliaTn^oii, *' as one of 
tlio poRiiliiir doctrines of UnivcrBnlism tliai no man can 
by any possiljiHty eecape a just puiiislimout for his sins. 
Wc believe hi tlio forpivo7i(?BS or removal of sin, mil in 
tlie remission of piinishmeM, and neither forgiveness, 
nor atonement, nor repentance, nor any tbin^ i-Ise can 
step in between the sinner and the penaby of llio vio- 
lated la\v."|| " Wc maintain." says Moore, "(liat fiod 
ucTcr swerves from strict j\isticc in bis dcalnigs with 
mankuid, but ecilabily renders unto all Uic full recom- 
pense of their doings."^ 

After innliing mufli ado over tlie alisoliitc certainty 
of pimisbiucnt which it teaches, tho syst-em jirocecds 
deliberately to dcsti-oy alt its inflxieuoeby confining Uiat 



tPJiun Ruidi-, 11. 371; EspOBUion, p. 96; Comiieod., pp. C3, 115, 
2ST, 01.'.; Tin. TWfcf, p. IJfl. 

IComiienil., 339. 

4Esi>osiiIi)n, [), I in; Compcnd. pp. 119, etc.; Lcccarc Scmnoiw, pp. 
2C9, ate., ail, eu- 1 Voiw, pp. 46, 83. 

{[Exposition, p, 13. . 

IT Uiii»rr»iili*t Ilvtiif, p. ISO. 8oc also Cobb, pp, 67. 72, 130.; Bol- 
ou, Leeniro Sfimoni', p. 157, etc. 
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puiiislimoiit to tho prowiiit lifc," iinil limiting it to tlifl 
present naliiraf eoiiseqnences of our aetio/is.^ I'reteuO- 
iiig to thruatcQ tlio stnuor tvith coL'tain piuiishnioiit, it 
IcUh liiiii in lIiG same broalli *' yonr [ituiislimcnt is only 
wbat you arc having uovr;" and ]iu gous liis way in 
quiet, lor he (lid uot haovr boforo tlial liQ wan iu the 
act ol' lacing puiiishcd. 

Still further to remove a seiisa of the ill-dosert 
and ciiomiity of sin, Iho system declares that crcn 
piiiiLshmeut in never the mark of CJod's displeasure to* 
wards Kuincrs, hut always ii loTing rem(;dy for a disease ; 
— a'' mark of parental solicitude and affoction;"$ — 
and thut iu fttut God lovca all mun, EoinL and Hiuiicr, 
alike and with au cc]ual love. Aud thus, wliile the 
scripture informs us tliat (Jod " htitos all workers of 
iiiicjiiity," lliat he " will render iiidiguatiou and wrath" 
to evil doers, that " lus anger is uot turned uway," lliot 



«I'livlii Guide, pp. 1()3, 161, IG5. Leot. Sena., pp. 157, 9S5, 362. 
Un. DelH IJfi, 172. 

1 " If man trninB™** 1'"' '»'''. '» pcnulty is nnavoidnlilc, undjs ««n- 
jiriifd in llif ri'ih in KhirU Ihf- irarnvfivaiii inrrt/iv* lU''ni. Colib'ft Com- 
piini, p. 6'. "Will?!! rtrid win^rc *ir(.' v'jii to rcti'ivi' tim ptiiiiiliniUBt of 
your Rim ? Wu viisvtiT tliu <|ticnLinii iitid miy, Kin jinil mtHi-ry nn: iatcpiw 
inblT tinituil ill till! laiilure uf musii nml ufiVrt. Win-n ilihI kIhto we uni 
(infill, then Bfid llicrc ore md our ttvtu tttnin'iiture." Xnet. Sorin. p. 167, 
" Hero wc fctiTc El clciii' undcrsifliidiii!; of iliu Divino OovtriiaicDi by ro- 
wunli and pun I ^b menu. Anj' i'ain[iliiuiCLi wiilimorilduty driu-^ u iwr- 
ri»panilin» cnjoj-ini>ut ; nny di^parturo fwnn miHnil dory i* n comapond- 
\r^ db(;ouDt on our lLUp]>iuc9S." Voice to Un. p. 6&. U^Iic labjcet Is 
piinmcd »t IrtiEtU liy tlii'-*a nTitnr*. 

\ Till* pijsition, a? n I'll n dura on tnl fontnre af CnivcMnligm, runs tliraugti 
llicic wiiliiigs, i!Xj)ros,-Jy vx by implicufiou, It Es stated at Icnijlli in Wil- 
liiiiDnnrt** clinjiier un " Ihiniiliiiiiiiiti," Moore's diapter on '■ Ucwnnla 
and I'unislimeiits," iind oChPr plnri'.a. Tins viuw, llicrcSm!, uliile ivtaia 
in^ tin; WOfl, n>jccw tlic idoa, tuA JfnUt tU/oKi of inuu/ArtKut yropar. 



KATCTKB AND CHAKACTI5EIBTIC8. 



IT 



he Wfts turned to be tlicir cuctut," — and is sprinkled 
oa almost every page witL the like doclarations. we lioar 
BcT. Hosoii Ballou coolly fiasuriuj; uy, in tlie last edition 
of hie Lecture .Sermoiia, tliat '^ the sinner is einialJy the 
object of divine love as the riglilcoiis" — that "Adam 
was equally the object of divine favor after ho siimod 
as Lelbrc "- — ^thnt "tho opiiiimi tiiat onr heavenly Father 
became inimieal to man in couseqneiico of his fin, is 
repugnant to the ossentiol character of the Divine Be- 
ing" — and thafnoithcr sin nor any thing else ivas 
ever tlio cause of cumily in Gotl t'^wards man"'; and 
Williamson declaring it " an uni^ucptionable truth, that 
God doos not hate any tlmig that ho has made-"* Nay, 
BO hitrh is Ihn addadty and ko low the moral standard 
of these wrilors, that the one of Ihem informs «8 that 
*' if shi werg raoco conducive tu luiiunji happiness than 
virtue, it would not be right [iu God] to prohibit its 
practice"; and the other declares tlint, "if there were 
in nature any thin" more calculated to happify man- 
^kiiul Ihiin is the divine Heiug, tliat tliinp \vo\ild cer- 

linly have the groateBt chiiin on our love."t 
Having gone thus rar,^t heenrae furiher neeessary 
to deny all liindameiital diOerenoeof human character, 
and any Buch radical change as ChristianB mean by re-« 
geueratiun ; and accordinf,'ly wo find Mr, Whitt*nior8 

enying that the scripture recognizes " two classes of 



* DalUm's Iiovt. &crm. ^ip. S5, I8S, 309. WilliRmoon'a Endless Pun. 
E\. [1. 42. Sm lliL> aaniu dOL-iriiie in Willlauisoir« Expoik. ii. 72-3; 
MooTf's Un. Bol. p. 03. Sjo ftlio u wnp-ulur E**ay liy H. Ballon, S«n., 
OB " TIk- Uiiliiy '>f Uvjl." in n-liitli tlw duhi&iu nntitru of tUu litlu is by- 
no mi'-iui" ailcvbU'il in liii; diitcii>"ioii. 

tKx|ii»i(., p. CG; LwRiro Sfrmone, p, SOS. 
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men, tho riE^litcoiiK and tho wickud," either in tWis \U 
onit t!ie resun-ection, — llie skxhc luau wliilfi doUi^ right 
cou.*lj- is " Uic riglitcDus," mid wickedly "the wickoii" — 
tbat is all." Ml-. Ballou cnutloit^ly liul ciitjiliati'^ 
cally eiidurijes tlio i'ouliiiiotit.f Tliu UiUor nritin- alsoV 
declares that "the diurch which Jesus loFetl," "cott- 
sisLs of every man yr Iho wlndo liumaiL (iiinily;" whilo 
tlie fomicr artfully but distinctlj' argues for abolisl 
tiio distinction between ohureh aud cocgi-egatiout tix 
havinf? the vholc aiidioQce join in obserrUig tho Lord^ 
Supper, t 

The viowa of God's goveroxaent taught by tho ej 
tern would of course render all prayer luittvailing; huj 
christian decency forliids to dispense with prayer. Ac 
cordiugly, while here and there an individual, (like Mr._ 
Grosh, of TJtiiyi, and Eohert Smilli, tlien of HartfordJ 
have publicly disavowed the practice, tho hijrhest viei 
ta.ii}^hL upon thu sulijoeL is tliat of ttioRU who liold tin 
it may produce an efteet on us but not on God ;^ whil 
not one of them tciches tliat uiUier prayer, or rnpeiif 
aucc, or Xailh, or our conduct in any shape or for 
has the slightest effect on our condition herea(tei 
" Thft Iruth is," says Williamsoti. " man can by hi^ 
faith and works do something towards muliornt.iug lu^ 





•• Vhia Quidc, pp. S64, 305. 

tLectun!Sarmon*,)ip.SG.^, 264,^37. Tliowrilcr«iid(uit«ntO hhir 

"exclusively wicketl," but IxH memini/ i* tniiispiireiit ; he tl«ELJM any 
dinlinctivt.- c!«iiitiit in tin- onu ^lol ix not in the odicr, tlut u, Mt; rMlic&l 
dliTcrcii'Co of ctuifnctcr amtriis men. 

4Li-'?lur« SciiiioiiN, [I. SOU. Plnin Goiile, p. 333. 

( Skinner iin<t oili«n, quoted by N. D. Gwrgt, p. S93. 
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idilion hero ; bat be ciimiot procure liis resurrection 
from the dead ; atid if lie caniiot ^jrociire tlio thing it- 
self, much loss cjin ho pi-ocuro any modification of it. 
■Ali tliat mail is and all that lie caw Vio in the resurpec- 
ption he nmst owe to God alone; his feeble works eaji- 
notrcacli one line beyond the grave." " If man's res- 
urrection from the deud dejieiids wholly on God. and 
110 human ])ower can efTcct it, so must llic stale and 
condition of mau equally depend ou God, andhe equal- 
ly heyonii Ibe reach of liiiman agency."* Jesus Clirist 
aad his Apostles," says Mr. Golib, " urge the dotu-ina 
of suitaldc rewards and pujiishmcnts, pending the eon- 
duct tif men ; but they never give out tlia idea that a 
future immortal stale of existence is either to be bought 
or Bold by the doings of men in timG."t " There 
appears," says Ballou, " no more reason for Biippos- 
ing that the effects of these works [the works of the 
flesh] arc to extend into (lie immortal state, than for 
supposing that tho effects of wholesome or unwhole- 
some food are to cxtciul to (bat statc."J 

Tlic system also toadies tliat CltrisL thougli called a 
Sarior with most iibundant pbraso, saves from nothing 
ibryund (his life. "The evils from wludi Jeeus came 
4o save men," says Wliitlemore, " are in this world ; 
and for this reason ho came into this world to save 
them."§ " Tiio eommou doctrine," says Hallou, 
" which leaches ub tbat Clirist Jeaus came into Viis 
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mnrH to save us In another world, is contrary to all lliQ 
reprosontutioiis which are found in the scriptures."^ 
He saves mon in this world fi-oin i^noraiioc, biiiierstk 
tiou and fear, Iiy rKVoaliug a future life of l)loss(Mlness; 
It U also added for tlic sake of ai)])cxrant:eB, lie saves 
men from sin ; — but how, the system has never clear- 
ly dimionslrated eitlior In theory itr In practice. 

As for the institmion ofa Church and tlie ordinance.! 
of tlic Lord's 3uj)[ior, the editor of llie UiiivcrNalistl 
Expositor (whom Mr. Whittemoro quotes with a geu- 
cial ciidofsemciit) adiuits tliat they arc discarded in. 
practice hy more than two-tliird-i of tlicir cougrcga 
tioos ; and adds for himself, " wo liave doubts of th' 
existence of ordinances in Chriiitianity ; wo mean 
the usual tcoliuical sense of the term."!! 

Of the views which extensively prevail in the d 
nomination couccrulng the Hiily Scriptures, I must di 
for speaking until a future occasion. 

I have given a. rapid sketch of Iho main features 
Uie system. But after all, tlio great theme, the gi-and 
Imrden of the system, is tlic doctrine of all meii's sal-, 
yatiou. This is the fore-front of it — tlio begiiniingi 
the middle, and the ond. ll is the sum aud Gubstanm 
of the gospel — the glad tidings of great joy. For tliiS 
tlio whole Bible is racked, and every doctrine it teach- 
es, wrenched, and Lnmraored, and clipped. It is, 
some form, the perpetual theme of tiie Univorsali 
preacher, it is the ceaseless want of the hearer, it 
the solo, yea, let mo say, tlic forloru hope of tho Uni- 
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verealisf's licmrt. tii proof lliat I do not epoak too 
strongly, li^lcu to their own stiitemeuts. Says Mr. 
'Willlaiiison, "Tliis is wit]i tie tlio cron^uiiig exeellcuce 
of tlic gospel — a tlipiiie on which we eTer dwell, with 
tlio most lively sarisfactiLiii and joy. To this grand 
consummntioii of the Divine frovermiieiit, all the attri- 
butes of God and all tlic principles of the Divine goy- 
ernment are ttMiLling'."* Says Mr. Whitteniofe, it " is 
the central sun of Uuiversallsra. This with them 
[Uiiivcrsalists] is the all alisorhing topic; the crown- 
ing cxcuHcimc of I'cvealod religion; the richest glory 
of God; tlie highest honor of Chrii-t ; the fullest joy 
of saints; tlio sweetest aiiswor to prayer ; thosti-oiifreat 
motive to praise; the most jKilent cliarm of cliristian. 
faith; a fonntain of consolation in life ; a liely triumph 
iu death ; the joy of aiiguls and of tho spirits cif just 
meu made perfect. Such is the doctrine of Uie uUi- 
mote safvatioii of all the human rrtce."! 

But enoiigli. The doctrine of universal salvation is, 
their own showing, the " all-ahsorl ling" feature of 
ttje pyslcm ; ^nnd that, too, the immediate hk-Msediiess 
of all men at the rnFurrcciion — a hlcssedncss xcitk 
which mitJier their conduct 'nor Christ's work has any 
thills' to do-i So far ns CTidcDce appears and nccord- 
iuf{ to tho recent testimoay of its lato patriarch, no 
other doctrine is now publicly and ompliaticaUy pro- 
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mulgatod tlicn tliis: t]iat everr inan,lLowovor vUo and 
loatliHonip, is raisoil from the dead to enter at once on 
porfoct ajid otcrual him. That ts tho iiuiuro, mid that 
the cuntml sun of Modern Universal ism. 

I have laid before you, as briefly as was coiif'istent 
irith the proof of my strttcments, the creed which — 
with occasionaJ deviations — TcUcd by many a circuitous . 
phrasd and orthodox lerm^ corerod by mrmy a feint, 
oud Eomctimos, as wo liavc socit, deuicd or rotraotod 
in puro sliajue at \\s naked deformity, yet uiiderlica 
and perrados the prcacliiug, tlie Ijooks, the periodicals, 
of tho Uuivorsalist denomination — tanght Uy its 
groat names, sjircad Uu'ough its weekly sheets. 

Behold the eystem. And hoforo proceedinK to re-' 
fnto it» teachings, let us pazD a little on its monstrous i 
fcatotes at our leisure, as we prycied to consider 



n. TiTE Characteristics op Modern UsivEnJi.u.isM. 

1. Tliis system is, in every practical aspect, solely 
on esrthly dyiit^m. 

Its aiiu is cnTthly. Its sole aim is to inako men hftp-j 
py in this world. Do not midorstund tliis as a figiiro 
of Epcoeh — it is simply the Utera.1 fact. Uuivereal- 
ism tells mun, iudeed, that they shall he IdcKscd horo-j 
aftor ; but that is only in order to make this lifo picas-j 
ant and to take away its gloom. jUI it professes /o dai 
for man ig confined to tliis world. It is to make no] 
difforeiico with Ihe futrire. TTnivorsallsm doos not o&j 
fer one shred of iiiforuiatiou, duo fragment of adrice, 
one caution, or Buggesliou, or hint — not one — that 
lias the shadow of a practical influence on our condition 
in (he life tu come. It doos not pretend to do it. It 




3tly avows Hint it caimot do it. It Joes not say, 
Jiis aud it shall be llic better for yoa m another 
world ;" but, " do it or not, he holy or vilo, Clirlat* 
like or devilisli, you shall be happy alike. Believe the 
statement or not, — do wliat yoa can to defeat it, — ^you 
shall slill he happy in spite oryoui'self." Not one thing 
of all its ^welHug; words and boisterous proclamations 
is to have the inthietico of o featlicr's wcijjlit, on man's 
cojulition tluough all that pwrtiou of his being to which 
thia whole life is the Crst beat of an oterual pnlso. It 
stands up in the pnlpit Sabbath after Sabbath, and pro- 
tends to teach religion, to utter a commiuiication from 
the eternal God to Iiis immortal creatures; and yet, 
not one word it utters is to affecl, in the elightest do- 
grce, tliat cvaiitnvcs imfnnr/alii!/ — it hIiuII not, cannot 
mochfy one hair's breadth Lliui creature's charactci- or 
destiny tlu'oughont all otomity. It open/y snaps aU 
connection- betwct]b a fulurc ti/e and this, aJid preaches 
to hiui a message that uoncenis !iim only whOe lie is 
among the licasfe that perish. And this is preaching ! 
Tliis is a reliy;ion ! Tliis is a mospago, aiidall the mes- 
sage from the Ou(l of Heavon ! — a Diossogo to immor- 
tal man, having iio i)raclical beaiing on liiij immortal- 
ity! 

Aud tins \s not all. It i^j of tlic earth in its origin 
and all its special doctrinoe. It contains not a teauh- 
iug that brcatiics of any higher original than tlie soul 
of eumiiiK man. Its whole cflbrt, the burden of its 
teaching and its preaching, is to bring the entire char- 
acter aud rcfiuirements of the gi-eat God, dovru to the 
standard ol' Ins faUcn creatures. The syttem ia a mere 
natm-alb^ni, and the naturalism of a eiimcr. Its por- 
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pctiial strain in regard to God atid his character is 
he will not (In so and bo, Iicciuisc a luimau father would 
not do 8o. Its grsLud and ceaseless urguiuent against 
ctonml iiuiiisbmunl, whii;}! sticks out through cvciy 
disguise, is that it cannot be true becaiisc it is so hor- 
riljlo and so nhocking to the sensili ill tics of weak, sin- 
ful man. God is, in his moral oliaract«r, little more 
than a lun^idcd T.Iriiv(ii-?i!ilisl. Ami in his spurch ho 
is ro|>resented ns, like tkc lowest order uf men, in coa-, 
stont habits oF monstrous exaggeration. 

Sin against God is not the lliLii^' Mint " God hates," 
an "abomination" nnlo him ; it in express and opQix 
vords denies that sin is an infinite evil,* or that God, 
hates the TPorkorB of inif|uily ; it is a thing that a bt- 
tlo earthly suiTcriui< fully remedies. It ctudiouel)' toils, 
OS the ^'ro\iudn-ork of all ile pretensions, to inculcate 
the lowest eaitlJy view of sin and of holincsa — to^ 
make them just ^-hat sinful men deem them and no 
moi'Q. And thus \ls doctrmc of rewaid and punish- 
ment is cfjuallj low and earthly ; it is BOthiug l^ut the 
law of natural cause and clTcct, open to the eye oi 
evoi-y man ; vice pi-oduees unhappiiicss ; and for obo- , 
dienco, says Uallou, " there is no extraneous reward,'' 
— " tho rett-ard in the deed, — tho reward is the obedi- 
ent! itsoIlV'-f And to make this eartlily view tenfold ^^ 
moro earthly, it arrests thu action of tho cauBC, bucL^| 
\-ioIently breaks it oIT at the hour of death, so as to ^^ 
rediiCG it to its lowotit conceivable cem]i:u's. And for 
this natural icsult here on earth, it ofTorii no alleviation. 
<'Set it down, us one of the poouliur doctrioos of 

* Voice to Cn.. p, 3% 
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ITtiiversalism, tliat uo msiii can My any possibility escape 
, the just piiiiislimeut of his sins."* Tliere is no ame- 

ioratioii of lliat, with Christ or without liim ; wlille 
noitlior Christ's work, nor raau*s coiiiluct, has any effect 
on the future statu. jVud tlius the mission of Christ 
is vacated of all that is hcayeul/. And tliough he is 
called a Savior and tlic word Salratiori is almudaiit 
euougli — thoy ai'o mere words ibr ofl(?ell — tliey are void 
words, by their own showing, lie saves from none of 
the punisluneut due to sin in lliis lile, — tliat can hy no 
possihdity be escaped, say they. He saves from no 
jjunislimejit hereafter — ciidlc-ss jmiiislimcnt, say they, 
is ill the uatiu'c of things imijosaihlo with God, IIo 
casts no light on tlio present puiiisluucnt of siu ; men 
know that thuin&elvos. And though it is affinned that 

le came to eavij niOQ &um tlioir siiporstitioii, and 

thi^ir I'rars of tiie fiitiu'e, yet he brought no now light. 

For it is one of tlic most strenuous of all the Uuiversal- 

ist teachings, that botli tho reason of mau aud tho 

jljooJt of nature prove, beyond all possibility of contra- 

[dii'tion, thai God is lovo and could not LuHict eternal 

[.puiii^limeut. But, we are told, *' lie 8avc», also, from 

I gin." How, I usk ? Tho only niiswcr is, " by jtrccopt 

and cxam})le," that is, in tho common eartfify way. just 

[Jilie any other good man. And iro will chcertully 

I accord all proper credit to the system for thcao words 

which it somclimcs parades as a leint to cover its 

actual line of march, when wo can loaru of the first 
Ihmnaii hoing wlio has boon saved from tho practice 
Land tho lovo of ein by embroeiiig Diiircrsalism. 
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Tims there is not an important fetiture of tbc sj»- 
torn but is huuiBH and earthlj- in diarautwr. Xoiio of 
its characteristic tosichings rise above a man-inade 
creed ; and it gives ma.it nothing wliaievei- to do, txe 
tbiiik, or fuel, that can exert the least effect beyoud 
this world. 

Eartlily in its origiuj teaching and teudoiicr, it is 
ever dear to tliose whose heart is boiuid up iu this 
Eartli. Many audi men have coiiltJKaed, that \vliile 
burrowing like tho blind mole in earthly tilings, tbcy 
would have been glad, find llicy tried hard, to helicTO 
tlic doctrine and to comfort tiiemselvcs with it in their 
low career; — bnt common sense, and conscience, auti 
the word of God barred their way. Yet many do 
succeed, llany deeply, thoroughly worldly men, de- 
termined tliat they will live only for this [iresent life, 
do quiet tlicmpclvos with the btdief that this life has 
no influence on the life to come. Thej bold so, 
because tbf;y will have it so ; — and though the word 
of God, or an augel of God with a drawn sword stood 
in the way, — yea. thonsifh God himself with (he sword 
of justice dotffi stttnd athwart the way, they will go on. 
They live, they loiU live for cai-lb, — tbcy ^vill have a 
doctrine of cJirth. 

ilany, resolved to plunge in all mamier of illicit, 
recfclesi« pleasure, nre detcrmiuod tbuy will not bo dis- 
turbed hy any forcl>ocIUigs of i'uturc wofi ; and they 
know well — Ihcy nccil not my voice to t«ll them, how 
it canie nor why it is that they cleave to tliat syrca 
song, " yc shall not sm-cly die." They know it is not 
from prayerful study nor evcnlaboriouscxaminntiou of 
God's word, nor &om thougltlful rotlcetion of any 
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id — they have no intelligent knowledge on tlic sub- 

'ject — Iiut lji?caiisG i^ ts an oai'LliIy doctrine, — aiicl be- 

caii£o it (iocs divorcis tlieir elioseii eourso in tliis life so 

alisoliitcly from all coasaqucnces hereafter. Tliej" 

,kiiow timt thing. Toa, tlie Siihliath brtfsiker loves it. 

[TiiG great swindler prociaiuis it as liis solace;* the 

(petty ewinaiop makes it his. Tlic blasphemer swears 

out llie prnises of its proacliors. Tliey love it in 

grogshops — tlio motley lliroiig there swallow it down 

ifas grei'dily as tliey cio tliat other deUrious draught 

Ptiiat fills their glass and leailM tliom duwii to hell. How 

finally n man attempts lo drown his temjioral and his 

'eternal woe in tlie same maddening triip. It is wholly 

a doetrhic of tlic cai-th — of llic clods. 

2. Tliia system is in its moral tone low and gravcl- 

ig. I cannot conteive of anything mueli lower. 

Inder the name of Christianity and the pretence of 

'honoring the Bilile, and with pretexts of moix or less 

^8pecionsiie?s, it ai^tually puslw!- the moval relations of 

luman existence lower tliaji almost any known system 

Df belief. Its views of human lifi;, of God, of sia, of 

Fmau's relation to CJod, arc in important ^c^pccts un a 

plane of moral d%'radntioii I'elow luoet forms of Hoatli- 

cnism. Niiy, vrhuro h the system of Ijcat-Iitrnism ou 

God's earth, that cuLs oil" every Linnd and librc of inor- 

i\ comicctioii lietwceu this life and the life to como, 

jfivory oilier form of llealhcniiim that holds lo auothor 

State of licing, I10I1I3 to some hearing of our moral 

3U<Iuct liorc oil onr destiny hcrcnfter ; that, ufc luii^l, 

las tft-day iiiliucnces to-morrow, so this day of life 
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sliapcs tho morrow of eternity : <liat the -warp tliroat 
of liumaii oxblcnoo arc ftrting lirrc, utitl rvin on lo 
receive the woof beyond. But thie system runs its 
sUoai-s al)ni|i)ly aloHi; and rMts eecri/ fJirf-ad, and leaves 
this life dangling loose and ainilcss in the wind. Ileath- 
eiii^m never sunk so lovr. It is vain to cradc liy say- 
ing that tliis life is a state of discipline ; for the sys- 
tem distiiiclly denies that the discipline of this life has 
tlio sliylitosl iiifluonne oii onr condition hereafter ; its 
wIkjIh forcfl is spout here, often to no ptirjjoso ; whereas 
John and Judas alilcc leave all siu and snflcriug bcliiiid 
thoin ill ihi! grave. 

Its riows of sill, alec, are low. It entertains tho 
P70KF(?st pnfmn view, that sin is only nn evil of sik^Ii a 
kind, ihat a little Ijtidily |iain or a little mcittal remorse 
may make all right again. The faet of palii and sat- 
faring liere, bo eruwds itself on men's (ilwon'alioii that 
it cannot lie denied — oUiei'\vise,all punishment ■would 
]>roliablybe held ijicoiisislont with Goil's love. And It 
is lower than ITeatheiiisin iii its estimate of sin's ill- 
desert ; foe it Imlds lliat no sin. not even that of him 
who commits luui-der and snicide in the ss-uie miiintQ, 
dtiKcrVfls or receives wm^ t-hastlsenient liereaf£or. If 
there he any form of Paganism in ancient or modem 
timc)^, in Scandinaria, or in Arn<rii, holding so low a 
view of the evil of sin, 1 am not aware of it. 

Equally low is Its mdral tone in regard to God. God 
is 8ui>slantia!]y a mere inatnnncut for makinii men 
liappy. '* God is love," is its ever recurring plirasc ; 
and as Patau' came quoting scrlpturCj triinsformed into 
an aiigel of light, so this system niidi;r pretence of 
exalting God'a love, trainptcs down all those grand 



KJITURB AND CHARACTKRISTICS. 



29 



moral (pmlitios which form his cvoHftstiiig' glory ; it 
Bets its hoof ou tho hohncss that is the iji-ightiicss of 
bis crown, and its cloven foot on the "justice and tha 
judgment," tliat are ''tlie haliitntiou of his tlironc." 
His judjjment — even his iilUmsitc moral Uinccniraont 
betwoen the righteous and the wickod — it sots aside, 
■wlion it filTirms that after death tLo salute of tho earth 
and they tiiat go down foiil and roiton with corntption 
Bhall rush nlibc into God's lovinfj arms. His justice it 
speaks of, Ijut that is a word, and no more ; it moans 
but tlic Action of certain iiatural laws on earth, whicli 
visit their own violation with puin — and tlmt pain, not 
as an expression of fJod's di-'^pleiisuro Imt as the moons 
of restoriug tlio trausgrcssor'a Imppinoss. And m to 
any Bndi trait as ultirnstle and changeless liolinossiu 
God, I find no trace of it in the system. Tho word 
may ho tlioro — though of the scldoniest — but tho 
thing soiMns to he wautJuj^. God is a very glorious 
I being whose eldof function ia to make all men hap|)y ; 
^^ that is hia use. !Rov. 1. D. WiilianiBoii, ehowiiifr tho 
^^L reason why God has any i-iglit to punish sin, inuudy, 
^^■'becaiitte it is *' productive of evil to man," [of course 
^^ in this life,] usey these romarltnble and significant 
I words : *' for if sin wive tmyre coniiucive fu human 

I happiness than virtue, it would not be right to iiroliibit 
^^L Its practice."" That Ik so say, all notion of moral oxcoV 
^^ lence, or moral character, or liolincss in the preat God 
L hiuiseW* is uver-riddwi and cj-uslied out hy tliLs gi-and 
^^ function and everlasting obligation to make even the 
^■^'Tilcst of beings happy. God is the mcro tool and 
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sorraiit of rcicklcss transgressors ! Aud llins, wliatever^ 
moral procqits il may utter in dotaJl, it cuts tiicia ail 
up togothrr liy tlie hkiI, wlicn it teaclifts liiat Gtxl loTCS^I 
all men alike iu this wodJ, and will treat bU mon^^ 
alike iu llic next. If tlioro is n more grovelling notion 
of Goil's moral character and fiiiiclions to be found iai 
Ihe annals of human dograUatiou — tell me, oh! toUj 
me, where sliall I fiud it I 

Its moral tmio suffcHi tlwn in many rea|)cct,s, whci 
compared with Ileatlicnisiu. Kot only ho. Ijut eveu] 
vhcn compared with othrr forms of infidelitj-. Infi-J 
delity has gcucrnlly contcutcd ittictf \rith lieiug let] 
alone iu another wifrld ; {/icU is all it has dared to ask.[ 
Tlie moat it loukcd for, hoa l>ecn that man should shift] 
for himself, and God be indifferent. But Uiiivcrsalism] 
gooa furthftr than tliat and ofTcrH a God lliat shall and 
must make them happy at all creiits, du what thoy will 
to oara misery, lufidolity hat only stud iu its vile 
carousinj;i<, " Let ua cat and drink, for to-morrow we ^M 
die." Nay, sfiyfi (Jui versa U?ni, cat, drink and bo mor- ^^ 
ry, dniul<ard. and adulterer, and (,'amhlcr, and 
tliiof, and wretch of every shade and dye, for to-morrow 
yc go to heaven." And its literal teaching in ixgard 
to iho fdlhy Canaaiiitop, and the vHs Sodomites, if 
it adimt tljc scripture accaunt, has been truly vctsified 
thus : 

" Cotl (Avr ilioHp viltiniKi wrro COO htA 
Tnoimiliiit fmiiful land; 
Ami "> lie tnok ilii; wnli-ii;* up, 
To dw"II nt lii» nglil hiinil." 

"Death is a »lccp/' was the most that those awful 
Ituvolutiouists in the midst of llioir crimen, darod 
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inscrilic over tlie tomlj. Btit if Modern UniTersalism 

bod been there, she would liave suid to tliose beiiighted 

beings (Ims Ih-ing below tlieir privileges, " womsiii, 

rushing from the world— reeking with all vice and 

pollution ; O man, dri]>pLng with the blood ol' imirdcr, 

and of suicide, soar now tu glovy and to ijerfect Wiss, 

and tlic loving cmbraee of God!" Yea, ol Judas 

biiiisclf, it is the literal doctrine of Modoni Uuivereal- 

ism, if it grant Iiis suicide, — i 

"Us hy a i^ord onlrmiiit his Lnnl 
And ijot lo lienvcii fiwt." 

And thus it is a system whoso strength lies not in 
Bcripture, nor in reason, nor in conscience, but in 
depravity; in tiio clcsires of a wicked lii'c, or at least an 
impeiiitent heart. None has occasion to crave the 
doctrine but Lb who is dtilermincd not to repent ; no 
man has occasion to huild his hopes there, but he who 
refuses to obey the claims of Christ in the gospel. It 
lifts humoji dejiruyity strong on its side ; and tiiat is 
all. 
.Ajid Ihi^ leads me to remark, 

3. The system is, in doctrine and sjiirit, in irrecon- 
cilable anlagonisui to Evaugrlical Christianity. 

Few men, I boliovo, taico bmadcr grounds of cliris- 
tian, fellowship, than I do. Evorj church that holds 
the central truths of the gos]>el, I recognize as a Chris- 
tian Church, however widely it may deviate from my 
own profereucos. But here is a system, which, on 
every important point relating to God, his (;haracter,his 
govenunent, his plans, his principles, to man, his 
nature and desorta, his destiny, Christ and his work, 
siu and its ptmishmcut, uffii-ms what wc deny, mid 



82 



i^cruKiss OH CKtyKsaAUSX. 



denies wliat we aflirm. We maintain that God exists 
and acts pviniuniy fur his own glory ; that his holiness 
is his i:hici'glur/; tliut ho hiitcs i'iii on ity own account 
and is aiii^ry wiHi sinners ; that sin is an iufiuito eril ; 
Ihal: tlli^^ Wl'c is a state of proliatioii ; thai all men ara 
eiiinors and deserve only God's veugoauce ; tliatitia 
only throiigii Christ'B atoucaicnt that even the Chris- 
tian ia saved; but thai the penalty of sin is actnally 
remitted to the Christian for Christ's sake ; that no 
man will be saved as iimtter c)f justice ; that -faith and 
repentance here aro essential to Mossodness hci'caflor, 
that tliey who hare tliem not shall suffer endlessly ; — 
all -which Tital points and many others Uuiversnlisra 
denies. It affirms that God has the same feind of lovo 
to every human being ; tliat his only function is to 
make his creation happy ; that ho intiicts pain only for 
the sake of makiiig the individual sinner ]iai)py ; that 
he has no right to inliict it for any other purpose ; 
that the influorici) of repiMitance, faith and Chritfl's 
tcaehing aro t-onfincd to this life ; that ovcry man will 
ho ha|)j)y horuafter as matter oftjourso ; that sin is not 
an uififlite cril, it is a very limited evil, and its only 
bad t|ua]ity is tliat it UKdtes men unhappy here ; — and 
many the like thiiisa which we utterly deny. In a 
word we affirm, that literally evcrylhing in our destiny 
beyond the grave depends on our conduct hero; tJni- 
verealism, liternlly lunl ahsolntely ttothirig: Can there 
be a auorc utter antagoninm ? And even in those points 
where tliere may be a' seeming correspondence — a cor- 
respondence of words — tho antagonism baucath is 
oqually groat. We say God " forRiviis," meaning that 
hQ remiti) tlie ponalty of sin ; Uuirer^sm uses tlie 
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but totally deiiicH the tliiiif;. We sjjcak of God's 
" monjy," and. Us grac-o, mtiiiiiinf; liis gooduoss to tha 
uwdGscrvLiig and tlie ill-dcsorving ; that system uses 
till) wordsj but knows Jio such fact. We say, God is 
lovG ; wc Eieau the love of a. lioly God ; they, tUe love 
of a. liuiDaii fatlier, or b, weak mother. 

Thus all tlic chief things we hold, the holiness of 
God, the Giiifuliiess of sin, a radical change of heart, 
the distinction of believer and unbeliever, Christ's 
, faith, pardon, puiiiBliraeiit, probation, retribution, 
Tclalion of life to immortality — all tliese, as we 
.old tln!m, are sconil'ully rejected by Universalisin. 

The advocates of the system iuccssautly afliim its 
entire iiieoinijatibihty with our views. Ballon speats 
of the " diabolical charauter" of our views of dud's 
[justice and Christ's atouemont." "Wliittemore says that 
wc ascribe " tlie utmost maliguity " to God; and. ([no- 
ting Uio apostle's statement, " believing ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory," inquiros whetlier 
tlicy <;nuld havo so rejoiced, belie^-iiig tlie doctrine of 
endless punishment. "• unlcf^a they were demons in 
human form ?"t Aslier Moore calls om- vital viewa 
"a belief tha-t outrages rcacou and shocks humajiity." J 
Williamstin Kiys tliat our doctrine of God and his jus- 
tice is a gontimotit whiirh *' caw originate iu and be 
fcus'taiufid by nothing short of the most malignant and 

npitying cruelty," Uiat " it stoops to commune with 
tiw spirit of grim devils aud infiiriaLO fiends of dark- 
ness. It delights iu the jclla of the damned," and 
*' those who teach it do worship the beast aud his image. 
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and have received the mark of liia name.*'* TWb" 

the rant which is soiuowliat habitually poured Icartfa.^] 

from scorcB of Univorsoiist pulpiu. ^H 

A few years since the foUowing statement by Ifr.^" 
Bojroe, au evangelical writer, was quitted into the 
TnimpeL : *' UniversaJisin has a different God," from 
Ortliodosy, '• a different Christ, a different Spirit, a dif- 
ferent sinner, a different sin, a different atonement, B. 
different pardon, a different salvation, a difforeut resur- 
rection, a different Judgment, a different punishment, ) 
different heaven and a different hell ; in fhm, a different 
with resi)cct to all the essential ductrines of Cbristiaa'j 
ity." 

Upon tlii« statement Mr. Whittemore rcmarJcs, "Mr3 
Boyce is riyht. To this we give our asaent. We cor 
firm his "ivords, that Partialijim is in every sense a ve 
different doctrine irom UnivorsaJiRin. He cannot 
represent (he difference to be too great."| 

Such is tlicir own estimate. And one of the Ter 
ablest of their writers, Hev. 1. D. Williamson, lias thi 
pronounced his deliberate judgment: "I have m 
dii^pusiUon to conceal the fact that there is a wide an( 
irreconcilable difference itctwceu us and our opposers; 
nor can it he denied that if wc arc right, they 
wrong, not merely in some small points, Imt raiiicnilj 
and, I had almost said, totally wrong. This is a trutl 
with which WR are well ac(|nainted, and tlwit man pi 
sues a mistaken jiolicy, nay, a wicked course of hyj: 
risy, who attempts to conceal this fact, Tlierc_ is 
manner of use In endeavoring to make it appear 



• End. Pun, pp. 20, SOI. t Tnuupftt, Ai^. !», 18»8. Quoted 
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tbero is Tint a slmde ofdiffereuce between us and other 
denominations ; for thcro is a diffoTCitcc high as heaven, 
Tfide as the eai-th ; a difference as hopclcsslj and utterly 
irrccoiicilahle as light and darkness ; and there is no 
disguising the olnioiis truth that if our system is true 
the other is false, desperately and hopelessly fiilse, I 
had ahnost said, in its whole length ond breadth." " A 
man can no more be a Univcrsalist and a Paitialist, 
than IiB coidd serve hoth God and Baal. I goftirtlier, 
and eay that no man can iunoeeutly helievo the oilS) 
and jet support the other."* 

This Btatoment 1 most heartily endorse — I thani tho 
writer for it — and I commend it to joui- consideration. 
Agreeing ■vp-ith him also, that concealment ia not only a 

listakcu policy but a wicked course of hypocriey — and 
olding, with all the mind and heart, to the grca.t doc- 
cs of grace, we therefore opcoly and delihemtoly 
maintain, ueiug Sir. Williamson's own words, that 

4. That system " i& desperately aud hopelessly false. 

its whole length and breadth," 

If ours is light, as we think, that is unmitigated 

.rkiicss. The great, absorbing and monopolizing doo- 
trinc of the whole sjstem — ils central ami only hght, 
or darkness visible, is the total divorcement of our 
moral behavior here from our condilioii hereafter, and 
the luuiacious doetiiue that no matter how vile and 
loattifionic, to the last breath ho draws, every man shall 
wake to perfotjt bliss. It ia not held as a side specula- 
tion, an incidental prospect or probability. It is the 
whole scope of the system. This is ditmed ui mea's 
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eai-s as llie substance of all doctrine. Foi tliis, and in^ 
tills, iiD*I Uy this, the nholi: ti^Ktan lia:> its \>cUig. It is 
the one linizeu note of their " Trumpet," tlio everlast- 
ing gn^prl (if tlicir piilpit. It is the kernel and tho 
cuvci'iiig of the whole system — its life and glory — il8_ 
Ijody antl soul — its hcail, hoof ami horns. 

Now with such a eyetera as tliat. evanj^elical Christ 
iaiiityhus nothing iu common, hut the two covers 
the Biblo. Tlie systoms are, wo agroa with Jlr. Wil- 
lium^ioti, as utterly and hopelessly irrcconcilahlc as 
"light and darkness," tho worship of "Baal"' oi- the 
devil, and Ihc worship of " C!od." And while, there- 
fore, 1 have no expectation or desire of changing the 
nsagc of speech, which classes it under tho gonci 
Lead of Christianity, 1 make no Mcret of the fact that^ 
without ahatidonijig my own iipprchciisious of Christ^H 
ianity, I cannot as matter of fact recoiruize the Bystoin^^ 
"Which 1 have here set forth, tho system taught l»y H,_ 
Ballon, and "Whittomoro, ajid Williamson, and Gobi 
and Aahcr Moore, as any form, hruneh or part of 
Christian reli);i«)!i. Ami this is the unaniuious sent 
mont of evaugclieal proaehcre of tho gospel, and Late 
iig*int private CliristianR in our uhurehcs. 

You arc tlius preparcil to uadciTitaud the reason wl 
we alKO maintain tlnit 

5. Ttie ministnilion of tho system is no preaehing i 
the goiipul, hut of Sutun'pi doctrinu. In Irutli, 
position is put into our mouth ty the vciy advoeatesi 
tlie system. They siiy the two sy.''1eni« are lnjjH'iessly 
irreconcilable — as much so as lifrht and darkness, tlw 
sorvieo of God and of Baal. TVe take them at theii 
own word ; if our ductriiio is of God, theirs is of darlj 
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ness, of Baal, ul' Solan. There is no help fni- it. And 
we add our own word to their admisaion. Wc btilicvg 
thej prodaim one of the moet riiiuoua and destructive 
and groveling of falselioods ever broached on earth — 
and wc boUero the doril is the fatlier of Im. Aiid 
troni before the time wh«ii Lemuel Hfiyues preached 
from the text, " aiid the serpent said xmto tlio woman, 
ye shall not surely die," and from tlic proposition, 
" Satan the first UuiversaUst pruiichcr," down to the 
present, that has boon the view of all intcUigcnt cvan- 
gelitjal ChriRtiiLiis. "W"o maialiiin that with our prosent 
views of Chriatianity, whatever may bo a man's 
character &s a friend, a ciU^en and a ueighhor, and all 
that, yet, in his nffir.iat enjtiidli/. any man who proclaims 
.-that yyytuin is one of .Satan"y preachers, and not amin- 

;r of Christ's gospel, liowevur oloijuent lie iuay be. 

is view, I sflj, belongs tu our system, and not to ma 
^rsonaliy. The tlniigs are irreconcilable. And if 
this open and dehberate statoniont givus a snrpiise to 
any man in this city, nitich more to any evanj^elical 
Chi'iKliaii, it is time that shoek had been ghun long 
ago. Men must understand they are two differenS 
roads — and make their choice between Ihcm. If onr 
road leads U> Heaven, theirs leads to Hell. Wo pretend 
to no |mrtnershi|i. And mnih as 1 would shrink from 
teing the keeper of a gambling saloon, tempting young 
men Np Minanderfor iianght tbeir carlhly suhstanee; 
much as I woutd recoil fromlx-iitg the owner of a dram 
•hop, where men are beguiled against their better 
knowledge, to tlieir tenipnial ami eternal ruin ; willi 
far intrrist^r horror should I beg to ho delivered from 
the wholesale sin, and tlic awfid. responsibility of delu- 
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ding, on settled principle, the drunkard, and tltc Mas- 
phcmer, and the rake. Sabbath aTt,cr Sabbath, with the 
cry of " peace, peace," where God has uttered uo peace, 
end with the hope Uiat tlicy fltall pasa ut ouco from the 
pestilential atmosphere of their eartbly lives into tho 
bliss of God on high. And when tliis work is dono 
under preteace of exalting God and man, when, under 
pretest of cstoUing his love and mercy, every liigh i 
moral attribute of God's nature is j^rouud into Ibo du8t,j 
it is hut Satan transformed, as usual, iuto tho guiso 
an angel of light, and his minitstors traiittformed as Uie' 
ministors of rightaousnoss. 1 know thiit it is said — . 
find that is tlio grand pleiL — ^it mnkes the eiimov's pt 
ent life so liafipy. So does ardout si>irit mako men 
happy; but tliere's death in the cup. So duus opium 
make men happy ; but it tnokea them fools. So docs 
dcliriam often make mcti happy ; luit it is the happincss^H 
of Uio madman. And oh ! if this dorrtriiu?, so CJiptiv»-^| 
ting to a eLufnl hcai-t, be Init a delusion, what a terriblo 
delusion it is ; and how dreadfully it sliall Im dispelled 
at the judgment scat of Clirist ! If it bo hut the 
intoxicatiug enp to the liumiui soul, whnt a very wino i 
of devils it is ; and he tliat has bcou iutoxicatcd witl^H 
tlmt cup tbrnugliouf this short day of life, to what &^' 
fearful hoarlaelto sliall ho waken on 
morrow of eternity ! 
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LECTOKE SECOND. 

THE MORE OEVIODS MABES OP PAIiSEHOOD. 

Matthew XVI : 23. Bat bo lumtd rad enid unm Peter, Get ttco Ijclibd 
me, SAiaii ; iliou an an oiTcricc unto nic : for thait KiiTorcst uut tlio 
thioga thai be of Goct^ hnt those that ba of men. 

Tbk tendency of some tilings is recondite ; that of 
others, direct and obTious. Some propositions and 
systorae, like Cain, boar the dovil's mark on. tlioir fore- 
head, ag well as in their heart. So wns it with tliisj 
advice which Peter gave to Jesus — and Peter cringed 
before rehuko. So is it with the sjsteui of Mddem 
tJnJversfllism, — Uio system which cuts off all mortil 
connection between this life and the life to come, and 
toaches that all men, however vile on earth, at death 
awake only to eternal blessedness, and that, too, with 
no aid from Jesus Clirist. It is as destitulJj of external 
' verisimilitnde, as it is of inward tnith. It is hardly 
even a wljited sepulchre. Fall of dead men's hoaea 
within, it is gai-nishod with dead men's bones witliout. 
In due order, I shall examine the entiro argument 
on which it rests, and indieato its Tottcanoss. For tha 
present, 1 wish to call your attention to some of 

The more obvious marks op the UKaoDLV oniam 
OF Modern Uxitersalism. 

1. The natural import of Scripture in all its parts, 
\ts against it. Jio recondite hiterprutaLions are ret^uli'ed 
to show the felsity of the system— it lies on the whole 
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feco of the Scripture so clear tlint plain men foci it — 
thoy cannot help feeling It. The maiiit'est drift of the 
whole Bible is, that there is a God of spotless purity, 
intensely abhoiTiug sin. the eteniul foe of all wlio i>civ 
sist in sin ; mnn a giiincr, to whom mercy niiil pnnlun 
ftrc now ofTei-ed through Josiie; Clirist; this life the 
scene of mercy and of jiossihlc change ; tlio next, of 
chauguloHn rutributioii, the endless reaping of a life-long 
sowing. So trans|mrent is the tcncliing, that it fhovtt 
itself to every mind at first siizht. The preacher who 
teauhe*« it, has hut to rend straight on iu the Scriptures 
without uoto or coinnient, and his hotu-ers imhibe the 
doclrinG. The Bible speaks for him hi far more 
awfid lennu than he can invent. Tliey that teach ^J 
UDivcrsalism cannot Tciitiiro to let the Scripture alone ^H 
— it rcfjuires a constant systiim of ledgerdomain to hide 
its obvious meaning — a running warfare with its plain 
sense. Tlicr must suleet,and explain away, and avoid, 
and soften dowTi, and deny. God's fierce wrath is notj 
fierce wi-alh — his hatred of sin and siimers is no hatred 
— fojt;vcr is Hot forever — punishment is not punish* 
mctit — forgiveness is not forgiveness — voiigoanco is] 
love and kindness — salvation is relief ft"om anxiety 1 
and fear — 8atan is nothing — hell a figure uf speech, 
■with HO particular meaning ; and bo on from iH'ginuingl 
to end. To Eraiue the system of universiil salvation tmt 
of the BiUe, the volume has lo be pul perpetually to, 
tlie rack, and every joint of it dislocated. And aileri 
all, there remain a multitude of paisages which tho 
prcuclicr loves not to read to his congregation, and 
many which he dares imt read without comment or 
change of the text. 
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On tliis poiiii-, the rast mass of ^ood men liavc boeii 
agreed in all ages. Tlie dissent ainoiijr tilt bctt CIiris"tn 
ians 1ms been litorally of no account — ecarcely enough 
for the ii!itiirnl Tap-arics of llic liumaii miud. This 
miaiiiuious uudcrstnudiug of tiio holiest men, of Iho 
men who reccirc Gud's Tord moat humblj, is deeply 
Eiguiticaut. 

Infidels — tho ostrcmc oppos-itc class, the men who 
■wholly reject God's word— aro also ngroud, that tlio plain 
teaching of the Bible, is eternal ptmichinent. .Says 
Theodore Fu-rker, *' I liclicve tlmt Jonus Christ tsiiight 
ilcnial torioent. I do not ncccj)t it oh his authority.'*" 
So Um writings of Davis and linn} niiiko tliis din-triuo 
the grand point of their attack. A Univo^sati^;t ]H"«ach- 
01" was attempting ti» porsuado an iiifido! mcinhei' of his 
congrtigratioii to reepive llie Bilile, Iry oxpUdiiiiig away 
its tlireateniugs. Tho iiiQdcl Httpiieil paliently for a 
wJiilo, but at leiijrfh broke in, " It Is uf no use to talk in 
that way ; the Bible is fnil of hell, and every body 
knows that it is."f But wliy aceuiuulato instancos, 
when the fai^t is iiotoiioiis llmt Kki'plirs ajn'ce as to 
what the Bible teaches on this point. Says the Uuiver- 
saliht, Ashvr Moon?, " All skepUes, so fur as vvir have 
been able to ascertain their views, suppose the Bible 
to tcaeli the docirinc of endless ini»cry ; aiid on this 
ground tlicy reject it." J What can be more deeply 
si|j:nirieant tliaii tlic fact, that bnti) the great bulk of 
tli03e who most liumbly anbitiiL to tlie Bible, aad 
tliOKC who openly refuMe itsaiitliority.agreoou this point? 

Tlio more intelligent queBtiouers of the etermty of 



• '■ t*ii!vivr»ftli*(n I^KuniinC'J," p. 850, t Tw9 Scrraonn, fa. II. 
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fiiUire pnnishment, tfIio receive tLe BlUe, admit that 
Uieir view is not tauglil there. In May, 18j>3, the 
American Unitarian Association issued a Ri;port, in 
which the/ avow that a larj^e inaiorit/ of them hold the 
doctrine of the final Restoration of nil souls ; Init llioy 
disttiicti/ na-y, " it is our £rra conviction, that t]te final 
restoration of all, is not revealed in the ScriptiiPCs," 
hut it is only a glorious ho|>e whioh sccras to them a 
*' warranted inference fioiu the cardinal principles of 
Christianitj, as well as frtun the great TOrities of moral 
Bcienco."" Here is an admission from a class of nusn 
■who, for iuteltigchce, learning and cliaracter, are as lar 
in advance of the Uiiivcraalist ministry, as one cInKs of 
men con well h* Imfore aiiotlicr. Jtdiu Foetcr too, has 
been often appealed to of late, as douldingctftriial pun- 
ishment, and hopiiif^ for final recovery, ages houce ; 
but Foster distinctly admits thai his f|uestioning is 
founded only on the mercy of God, mid tlmt iricripLurO 
is *' formidaldy etrong" against Mm. 

In truth, the system of Uuivcrsali^'m would ^t along 
a ^eat deal better withont the Bible. That consti- 
tutes its gi'cat difficulty, its insurmountable difficulty. 
It were easy to fi-amc a moderately plausible arRument, 
but for the word of God, and a few stubborn facts in 
Prondeiice. The word of God Ib, ia truth, tlio only 
source from wliicli has come the doelriue of eternal 
puiiiHlimont to all tlio imficnitent. And when the thin 
web of sophistry is spun over so fmc, tlie solemn wani- 
ings of Josus aljout tlie soul and its daiijror, audi 
passages as tho etoiy of JDivcs, tlio uoi-ratiou of the fiuiil 
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jiidfrmcnt, or Ujo terrible words of t!ic apostles, comb 
dririiig over it like somo ponderous wlioc! over the tliia 
gossamer web that lies ou the grass. Its fabricators 
feel it — tbcy shrink iroiu it — tliey dread those por- 
tions of Scripture — they crawl audwrillie under tJiem. 1 
Their chief function ib to cxplaiu them away. 1 

The obvious meanijig of the Bible — obTious to its 
moBt suhmiesiTe subjects and its most determined ro- 
joctors alike, obvious to the common mind and the 
diild, obvious to tho vast majority of those who have 
road its pages — stamjis the system not of God. So ob- 
Tioais is the meaninfj;, that advocates of UnivcrsaUsm 
fi-equeully coiilino Uioir reading to cortaiu favorite 
paBsagQs ; and inslanees are on record, of tlioso thus 
trained, who, an reading the scriptures am they stand, 
have boon uonfoundod, and have abandoned tlieir 
toliof. 

2. Another obvioas mark of tlie ungodly origin of 
the system, is the cmergcncios to which it is redncod. 

One of its emergencies is that it in driven thiefly bo 
yond tho Bible. It is esseatially Doiytic. You may 
olisorve it whore you will, the great stre&a of tlio Uiii- 
Torsalifit argument is Us own reiisoniii^s about God'a. 
boilBvoloneo — God's being our Falher— and boiv no ■ 
father can bo so severe. On that idea it is porpotually 
harping.* Not what God has said, but what frum the 
nature of the case lio must do; a purely dotstic argu- 
ment. And in then- private argnings, tho more 
incauliinis of the socl occasionally avow that they care 
not if the Bible is against them. Matthew Hale Smith 

*yi. If-, in Biillou's Lct-turu Svrin«ii4 tliU apiicnl axvu ua, In a longer 
or iLorti'i furtn, bviwucii tH'uiitj luiil Uiirtjr timc«. 
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IflstirR's that " lie lias often heard them say holh in tliQ 
]ml|>ic and out of U, tliat llioy would rejuol ilie liihlo 
if they tlionght it did not teach CniversaUsm.*'* Sim- 
ilar deelanitioiiH liavo fallen unilor my Icuowledge. 
And it is iiotevrortliy how the argumisiits of llie sact 
are invariably |init:udod hy the laying down of certain 
|iriiiDi|jIi>s-, ta whicli llic word of God must he wrenched. 
"First principles,'* says Mooro, " should guvurii our 
ilirestigatioiis on every subject ; and whatever stands 
oppiuwd to acknowledged and known truths, wh may 
siUely decide lias no reasonablo claims to our coufidonoo 
aud belief." In the next sentence liu applies the prin- 
ciple by sayijig that " wc sliould carefully exclude from 
our civdcnila eveiy principle that stands oppuscil in its 
naturii or ttiidency to [the atlribule of] love." Of 
cou I'w the case is settled for Uim. The same wri tcr aska 
signilicantly coucenjing the skeptic, " When auch [l. e. 
eternal punighmcnt] is declared to be the doctrine of 
that book which jiroclaiins good tidings of great joy 
tliat shall 1)0 to all iic<>ple, icho can blame a man /or 
pausing- to inquire hcfiirc lie believes V'\ Ilosea Bal- 
lou dcUberately infurni-s us tliat he "shoutd feel justified 
iu rosiPiiining aay passages, conld such he tbuiid. tliat 
should soom iv favor au opijiloii so dishonoraldo to 
God, and so rcvidting to our host feolings,"'t Rcr. T. 
B< Thayer, after at^aiiig universal salvation as aa 
iafererict^ from Ond's being our Father, cIdhcs thus: 
" UiKJ of two things is certain — if God is the Father 
of all men, cnJIegs misery is false ; or if endiess miserg 
is true, God is not tlio Fatlier of all mou, and Ihc JSible 

• "rniv. Exnmloed, &B.," p. 178. t Un. Bel. pp. 63, M. J Lee*. 
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i$ false. Reader, you cajiiiot liCBitntc in your choice."* 
My hciLVcr, ponder tins last bold f-tatcmcul, [niljlij^Iicd 
dilriiiij the present year, and see what less it means 
than this: I will sooner reject the Bible llifttl receive 
tho doct rino of eudless misery. 

So Williamson informs us. near tho oiwiiiiiia' of his 
argamcnt, that " man is authorized to reject any and 
every dootriuc that contradicts these Qrst jirineiplos." 
And llio nature of his ftret priticiplee may he learned 
from hiti remark a few pages later : " It is cn^j to eeo 
that 01) tlio supposition of tlie tmth of the doctrine of 
eiidlcss misery, the meanest worm holds tho teiiitrs 
of his exiatcnt'O on hottur toruiK than man ; and I 
fraiilily say, had it hccn left to my ehoiee, 1 ■would not 
for worlds have accepted tho gift of lii'o, even with n 
possttjility of its coming to such a liorrid catastropli »."■!■ 
TIkto is n confession for yon — there is one of the first 
priiieijih^y aci;ording to which the doetrinesof llio Bihle 
are to be roeeivod or rejected : an omcrgeuey. iiidood ! 
Tlia Hmorgeneies of the syiiitem show llicuiselves 
fiirther yet. It hears the devil's muric in flio necessity 
it fnids to diKparaj^e imd wear down all th(< priiii^pal 
tftacliiitjrs <if the TJihh). Pe^* it in the necessity to ds 
grade Gud from thtt h)fty throne im which ho doscritw 
himself as '* hating all the workers of iniquity," to a 
level wilh themselves. See it in the deliheratn uttrinpt 
to depreciate the enomnty of sin. It is the seLilcd 
proposilion of the system thu-t such men ns I'Mwards, 
Fayson, and the like, overestimate the evil of jtin. A 



*Tmcl» for tlic Tcoplu (TtoHlnn. IHSfl), p. 51. Tliis is tlii: iimca cn- 
doni-d by tliu Uti. Compuii Ion trnd Ri'^isier U!< onu ur ihi: bi'si. if noi ttie 
best, cxmnl. t End. Pun. Ex., jip. ai, 31. 
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system reduced to such a strait, is low, indcci. Wo 
need no tcaclior to pacify oiir thotiglitH of {fuUt — ^we 
need the teacher from God lo stir them up. Do wo 
not know that our owii htsartf?, taught by Satan, aro 
prone cnougli to cxciiso it? Is it not our constant 
temptation to say to ourselves, "our guilt is slight, 
this MH is littlo?" And wheu a teacher comes aiding 
that vile Hujrgeslion of our hoart, do wo not know his 
mission ? When u system oomcs eo Bccouding huiuan 
depra\'ity, is not the Ucv-tl's marl; on its forehead ? 

Tlie emergencies of the system show iluinisclves in 
its downwoi'd luHtory, It started on a Calvinistic base 
— it started professing to receive aU the evaiigelieal 
doctrines save ihis one; long ago it saw tho necessity 
of I'cjocting the whole to speed its race and stive its 
life, and long ago it cast the last fragment overboard. 
It started with the unaiiimfnis admission of some future 
punisliinont ; but tlio rickely eystum shook under tlio 
load, and to save itself in tho downhill pressure, it east 
it all off by tho roadsido. It has fulfilled the predio- 
tiou — "evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse;*' and its emei-goueiea have been so gitiat and ^i 
increasing, that one by one it has tlironii away almost ^| 
everyllilng distinctiva in the Bible, — Christ's Divinity, ^i 
Uie atoiieioent, eternal salvation by Christ, dupravity, 
regeneration, probation, forgiveness proper, and pan- 
ishmcnt proper, whether here or hereafter. 

3. The incoiisi.stcncics and giDss absurdities of the 
system, clearly show its iingodly origin. It is a bundl«i 
of contradictions. It now asi^nreH us that men will ba 
saved becaiLse God is a merciful Ood ; and on the next 
page >Ti-tuaUy denies all mercy Ja our salvatiou, for it 
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holds that all sin is pmiielicJ to tbe ftiU extent of Us 
desert ; and couscqueatly we are BsivGii not uf mei'cy, 
but of justioe. Will U be believed lliat such a man as 
Wliittemore, in the very booTc iu wliicli ho distinctly 
affirms that Clirist came to save men only fi-ora e\ils 
of this life, yet quotes numerous passages that speak 
of Christ as a Savicir^ iu ordur to prove the doctrine of 
^nai blessedness? Yet It is creu so." 

Will it be believed, too, that the system can be so 
inconsistent as to assort that certain portions of Scrip- 
ture have had their entire fiilfilmeat here ou earth, and 
yet to cull out extracts from those very passages and 
use thorn iu support of final blessedness in heaven? 
Yot it is even so. Iu order to escape the terrible force 
of Julin's Kovolation, it was necessary for thcin to 
maintain that ih© book had its fulfilment at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Tot some of the favorite 
passages urged by them for final salvation are fi-om 
that very book. Even Hosoa Ballou, 2d, some years 
ago, cautioned them thus: " Uuiversalists have not 
wholly eoased to quote as proof of the final rccoucil- 
iatiou of all men, the following test: 'And every 
croaturo wliich ls in heaven and on tho earth and 
under Uie earth, aud such as are iu tho sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, Elcssiog, and honor, 
fljid glory, and power, he unto Him that 5ittcth on tho 
throne and unto the Lamb forever ;' " f a test which, 
if we uustokc not their views concerning the goueral 
plan of this book, they can by no moans suppose, on 

* The flnt KtatvDiDDt is on page sa4 of lh>a Plc^n Gaiile r tbo ai^- 
toente iLind quotittiuiu, on puges 30, S2, 34, 3S, 36 «f tbo »iuiio Y«I. 
t Uirt. i. IS. 
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careful rofloctioa, to refer to a period yet futnrc. 
shouiil uol be forgoiicii that all tho passages wc have 
set doWTi are tnkon from those very chapters ■which are 
now univeiNallj regarded as having their fiilfilmeiit 01 
the e:trlh ; uiitl that iitiluHR wb renouiicu thii^ opinion, 
wc ttro of course iirccltidcd from adducing llicm fts 
proof «f "l,h« stiitG tif thing's hi another world." So 
far are they IVoai liaviug eeawod to do Uiig ihing that 
thi? very inconsistency is coinmon, nnd ilit'ir ablest 
writers thus contradict tbcmsclvoB in lite same book. 
TUns iu the stiireutype odition of Whilteraore's Plaia 
Guide this very iiassa^o i« adduced as au argumeut,* 
Wliitlemore ulso uses as another argument, Rev. 2l;'4, 
" God sliall wipe away all tears fnmi their eyes," otc.f 
And yet this x-ery writer in this same boolc.f afErm* 
tlial Lhu iraiisactiouK recorded four versos before and 
four vci-ses after this, are fulfilled at the destruction of 
JevuKdeiM. In the lirst, he goes back Lwo Lhuusaiid 
yearn, and louut(^s *' the hook of lil'e," *' the second 
death" and '•the lake of fire," at the fall of Jerusa- 
lem; four verses iiiort; and he hius strode forth into 
cteniily. " llierc sliall be no more deatli ;" four verses 
onward he is back to tlio destnietiou of Jenis^ilem, and 
there is ivhf^re " all liars shall have tlieir pari in tbo 
lake wliich bnnurth with lire and Lriuislonc," which is 
" the secoud death !" And where, I ask, shall any man 
that tleiils so with .-H;n|)tiire, have his partV 

IiitendhifC on a future oecasioii to trace and shoir 
more iu detail the uhiturditiea of these ar^iingn, I watTd 
a further discns&ioii of them at tbo prcseut, lo say a 
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few words on the absurdities and gross imbecaUies of 
tlio scripture explanations given by tlic system. Indeed 
there is no system about it, but a series of cvcr-shilYing 
and absurd expedients, a succession of juggleries prac- 
tised on persons ignorant of God's word. The only 
systcra that ruus tluoiigh them, is the constant, painful 
eflbrt to take off tlie edge and power of not alone the 
passages wliich teach eterusil punisliracnt, but of all 
that teacli God's hatred of sin, his anger and indigna- 
tion, liumau danger and destiny, ---aiid to reduce tlicm 
to inauity. It is painfully instructiv-e to read through 
the two hundred pages, in which Wliittcmorc thus passes 
through lii.^ crucible a hundred and twenty-six of the 

t sternest jiaasagcs of the Bible, and shows you nothing 
but atilics as the result. For example, Chritt himself 
interprets liis own parable of the Uircs, and tells what 
it means. " The enemy that sowed them," he says, 
" ia the devil ; the harvest is the end of the world ; and 
the reapers are the angels. As, therefirrc, the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire so shall it be at the 
^lid of tho world. The Son of Man shall send forth 
his aiigel«, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that; oBend, and them which do iuiqiiity ; 
aud shall cast them into B furnace of fire ; and there 
shall 1)0 wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall 
the riglitcinis shine lortli as tho suu in the kingdom of 
their PatUor." So Christ interpreted his own parable. 
But tho Savior's intcrprotatiou required momling by 
llr. Tliumos Wliitlcmore.* Christ said tho " enemy is 
the devil;" — "it ia a 'porrcrso and wicked spirit' 



• plain Guide, p. 103. More fully in "NotM on the PanOiloa," p.S». 
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<>]ip(iKP<l lo tho spirit of Christ." pay-: Mr. Whiliemore. 
"llic Iiiirvfjsl is lliH Olid nf tlie wm-ld," said Christ; — 
" thft cui^ of tlie Mtis-aic age," says Wliittemore. " Tlic 
Tcapprs ai-o f.IiB aiigeU," " t!ic angcl» of tlie Son of 
Man," says Christ ; — " the angels mpi:m the RoraaJi 
armies," (•xpoumls WliUlomuro, " which God scut to 
destroy his rebellious people, the Jews." " Thcrshidl 
gather niit of his liiiiyihiiii all Ihiiigs that offend aud 
Ihcm wliich do iniquity," saidChrUt; — "the .Itws," 
says WhittcmorB. "Shall caot them into a furnace 
of fire; there ghall lie Wiiiliiig and prmshing of teeth;" 
— '' the city of Jerusalem," says Whittcmofo. " Tlio 
righteous sliall shiue forth fis the siin in tho kingdom 
of their FiitUtn-:*' — *' it is tho comparative eiu-thly 
ialicity of Chrisiiaus," says Wliitt-emorc, " after the 
Jisws Tv'cre dftstroYiid.'' Huch felicity, douhtloss, ns 
they exi»erionoed when John was hanifihed to Patinos 
nndt:r Domitiau, and tlicy were put lo tlift rack under 
Trajan, aud bocamc tho spin-t of wild beasts in the 
ColosROuiD under Hadrian and Mark AuroUua. 

Ill this ptylc th(: svs^tcm goc.t on. We read in Wbit- 
temore that *■ hcU," in its mow terrible monniug, m a 
rdthy place in a valloy just otxt of Jcvusalom, and " hctl- 
(irc," tho five that hvsnt the offal there; *' eternal 
damnation " is the *' judgment of lUo age;" " tlie Lord 
Jesus Christ rovenled from httaven with bis mightj- 
anjiols, ill flamiiior fire tnkini; vonfieance ou them that 
know not Ood iind obey not the gospel of our Lord 
JosuH Christ," indicates '* tho dissohition of the Jo»-isli 
state i" " everhuitiiig dpstruetion fi-om the presence of 
tlio Lord," is ** the baiiiwhnient of Uii) Jove's from their 
own land ;" *' otcrnal judgment " is " an ancient judg- 
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iueut,'* one past long ago." Us stated effort is to 
reduce all the tremendous tliveateiiinge of a Imly God, 
wlicti Gud calls llie wickcil " aceiiiscd," tUi-oaioiiB 
"wnith without niixtiii-o," and the like, to expi-cssions 
of pnrr-utal interest and promises of salutary eoncction 
for tlicii- good : as though aa aiutious parent should 
describe liis family discipline in this wise: "Vor)- 
diflieiilt and trying duties havo dcvylvod ou me ofJate i 
1 Lave beoLi under the necessity of cursing my eldest 
son, and pouring out upon him my wrath vnthont 
mixture; I ha.VLi mudo my duufrhter aiiiilliL'ma, and 
have come out against her in great fury aud with fiorj 
iudignaliou. They are cursud cliildi^'n."f Such is 
the loDguage wUi»:h this system describes as the Itin- 
Eoago of ]jatornnl coneetioii. How horrible! Ajid 
ci'owii the climax of absurdity, Mr. WhiLteimu-e 

'Suds it necessary for Ins purposes to show that Judas 
Iscaiiot was a specimen of {leuuiiio rcpcntaneL', whose 

fc**»orrow caused his doath."J Such arc the " geimiiio 



• Plain GaiiJo, pp. 135. 190, 192, 107. 

t Laclitn-^ by Jol*1 Piirkp]', I>. D., f. -If.. 

{ Lc«C the ivnyli-r slioiiliS be ini'milalniiu, I ijiioic itic pniiKiigu ; 

" It xlKiiiIrl lie ■viiioiiilicii!!! tlint JiiiliiH fully rc|H'iitcil of Ms Jtiii. Tlini 
bia rviit'jLlain'c WM fitiiDinc, is cvj'leiil rroiii llic rollowini; (■otiridmitifmii : 
1. III! (■orifL'sst-'J liU g'uilt. 2. Hu luoi-rlwl Ilio iTiiiopi'UL'a uT CtiriKt. a. 
He relurnod the ninncy. 4, Hm lornnv «ni»ed liis clc-ffllli. whii'li ll t'ouM 
noi Imv" ■.lime on any other sii|ipo9iiIuii tliun ilmi il. wns smcurc." (II) 
Plain GiilUo. p. 133. 

The rL-uilcr will «po the exisan^y of Mr. Whittenwiro, wlicn lie r*inoin- 
ben Chri>t'» icixililo word.'; : " It Imd been cootl lor thut miiti if liv biiil 
not l^ei-n liom." Tg il^niroj- ihi; plniii fowc of tUnt pinL«ni;<'. it K-nvitu; 
noccKMry nino to (k'Tiy ihnc i\\<\i\f conimitted siiiHilo (iipviiist ilii) di-ur 
■tfllMnciit of uol «nlr our u-unsiutlon, hut lliv tiiVL-k vri};iiiHl},iiiii1 morv- 
onr, itiut ii wu Judiu iHio went " to liis own place " (AcU, 1 :SS) ; 
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penitents" that people a UniTorsalig* heaven; llicre 
are many more of the kind there, no dotibt, besides 
Saint Jndas: — Hmit Jci-ohoam, ^aiiit Jciebel, SuintiS ' 
Aiimiias niid Sapphira, and a khidretl host. 

Such are sotnuof the al-rMii-JiticB uf which the system 
ts full, aaid which mark its origio. An uifidel of AUe-' 
gbany county, N. Y., one dujr met a Uiiivci'salist and 
addressed hiui thus : " You Uuivcrsalists axe the most 
incoiisiBtent thuorists in the worUl. You say there is i 
nf> t'uliirc |»ui»ishiueiit, and yet you iirofews l« rcccivoj 
Iho Bible, and wluit is more ai)8unl, profess to in-OTel 
your doctrine from the Bihle. Y«n stretch out onol 
passage intermiiiahly, and cut another short off; youj 
pnll councetcd sentences ajiurt, and put discoiuicutedi 
serit«iiceB together; you set prophets at war ■witlij 
prophets, aiHJstlcs witli apostles, and each one at 
with Iiimwelf. As sure as your Bihle is tnio, so stiroly] 
tliore is a hell. For my own ]iarl, 1 do not bclieroj 
there is a hell any more than youi-self ; but luoro cc 
eistcnt, 1 thmw the doctrine of future punishment out . 
of my creed by lirst throwing out tlic Bilde. .liid, 
there is no other way to opjMiar consistent. Get clc 
of that old hook, and then yott cim easily get rid o^ 
the rest." 



fnnln'rition-'. w liikt? ttie iLitotindintf ptwiiioii that Jiidtu:'* tiirmw i-nniwll 

liU •li'ulli.iiiiil " foirltl n-ot kniir iliriu '' >»., unlcM il weiw jif niiini" ti-|wn(nii(jfl, | 
Bl-Iiu'IiI It izmni ii|FCi:imrii ofllic «y!i1i:Lii — iluiiviuj; lliu jiIuiiiiBt »tiiU'inciito 
of till! Uililc^. mill tlicii Liiinifiii;; plutuoii allu- iiltUuou of tliu *umi! niiidr-J 
aliln n'MiotiH to biiek llie Srrt. 

Ballmi iviiiarki, hucu Scrm., p. 390, lliat JuduV exclainitiioii 
liK lUrtw iluuni i.lii- Tiiniii^y, ("I liitva tlniieil in tliai I luiv iKrini^iMl i 
hiio^'Mtt l)luod.") "«h(iw« tfif Jiiijli tititaetion in itAirli llti* tttakappg i 
htiJ inn'Mni'f. " Noi n IimI f jicviracn of llofca BaHoB. 
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4. A foiirUi mark of the ungodly origia of the sys- 
tem is its moral tondei»cies. But as I ehaJl probably 
devote au entire digcourso Lo this subject, I vvuivo it 
now. 

5. A fifth m^vk of its origin is the immoral sympa- 
thies and desires which it eulists. It is 8ui*e to ouUsLt 
the sympathies oi the \ilest of men ; and the viler a 
man becomes, the more earnest are liis s^iujiatliies with 
the system, and the intcnscr his desires for its truth. 
A man willing to obey God. or a bad man repenting 
tiuly, has no occasion Uj fear the doctrine. But vile 
men determined to remain vile, are sure to hug it to 
their hearts. It gutliers up that kind of sympathy as 
surely as a magnet draws iron, or a carcass draws 
TuHures. And wheu has converfiion to Universalism 
e^-er led to a reformation of character? A multitude 
of cases is on record where genuine evangelical conver- 
sion /roHi Uiiiversalism has led the wicked to forsake 
his wickedness; but whero a case of the converse? 
"Where is tlie instance ? owe instaitce — whether convert- 
ed from orthiidoxy or from infidelity? Nay, when the 
eTongclical profeBsor becomes a UuLversalie't, he is very 
sure to jitop prayh)^, and often he begins to violate the 
Sabbath, to become profane and reckless; or, when &a 
evftiigclical professor heffiiis to do those things, ho is 
very prone to turn Univei-salist. For example, when 
the .Second Univcrsalist f^ocicty in Lynn was formed, 
it vns found l>y careful examination that nearly all 
its mcm!)crs were Methodist baeksliders — men who 
had lost their religion, as they phrase it.* A system 



• Cooke'i " TvKi OaafliriM." 
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that enlists fiicIi ^ympatliics lias a bad brand on it. 
6. Common toiiKC and {rcucral conscience stamp It 
fts migodly iu its origin. T^'t H nioantvliito be bomc 
in mind tiiiil tliQ syjicm holds out the s.trongc>it possi- 
ble Icuiplotioiis to lieliuf, if it could but Im made 
plausible. Every man avIio has uot submitted to tJio 
claims of Chris.t — that is. all men al somci period of 
lire, and many men all t!u-ongli llieir lives — is tcinpLoJ 
j)owei~fully to embrace the system. Our aflecliou fof, 
our departed friends also profTei^s sti-ong iiidnccmerits 
to lay bold of it. I heard one say — and I saw the 
work of the Tempter, for it is the frequent appeal of lus 
emissaries — " One who ha.s lost fricads as I have, i& 
strongly jiersuaded to doubl the doctmie of future 
puttishment." I heard another say — and his oircer 
had licen a wild one — " I Iiuve tried Jiard to Wlieve in 
Universal salvation, hut neither the Bible nor common 
sense would suffer it," Yoa, notwitli^tunding the 
powerful and universal temptations, the comuion sense 
and '-he coumioii conecienco riso above it. The hea- 
then never ^uiik so low iu their inurut notions as to, 
tliink the gods would put no difference hereafter bo-J 
twecu the ^'ood mau and tiso bad. You must tamper . 
long with any man's reason and conscioiiee, who lias 
Bdeu how !<omo siu^^lc mii often dugK tliu emtiur with its 
puuisiniieiit fitim early youlh to hoary age, and IioWi 
character flows on like a ri" cr ii; an unbroken ^trcam,i 
before yon can persuade liim tbat tlie man who, after 
a life of iniquity, lies down with his soul putrid wiih 
cornipiion, and shuts his <;yes, bi-eatliing out malico 
aud blasphemy atrainsl man and God and Clu^sl. in 
the next momout comes forlli like oii ongcl of God, 
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piiro, Imljr fliiil semjihic, free fioiu oil rel'm of the 
blnsphcmica tliat fitlud his throat mi iustaiit hefore ^— 
that the man atnick down in tlit scvnt^ of Il>w vice is 
offering iswcct uiccTise tiuto God wliilo the body thut 
he U'ft is still recking with rum, and that his soul is 
swelling witli raptiirunji Kong^ (u Clirist (irc lhc cidiocs 
of his ciu'siags have died out from thu drujikard's 
ealo-on lickw. You may tiilk to him in vagiio turius, 
as you willj of all men's euteiiiig hcnvcii alike ; hut 
liring him actually to look in on bucIi Fcriics as where 
Hcrvey oi- Scott or Payaoti, after long lives of growing 
polity (md lovo to God, ai-o breathing out their souls 
ill Ptfams of heavenly affcation to the Lord Jesu«, and 
longiiij^' to Ijo iu Ida presence — thou on sucli scenes aa 
where Thomas Paine, after a life of evil intiuenee and 
of foul iniijuity, now lies sinkin g to his grave, steeped 
much of tiie time in strong drink, sbrickiug when left 
alone by day or night, shocking with "his almsire Itm- 
gungo tlic Icind woman who acted as his imrBc, now 
alumiin;j the whole house with his incesuant eries — 
" O Lord liclp me! God help mc ! Jesus Cliiist help 
^jne I " — yet eonvutsed with anger at the rcry nicntion 
of religion, and raising his cnnc to strike the elder who 
mentioned to him tii'i name of Jesus Clirist: let him 
gazo in on these diftereut scenes — tell liim tlwit when 
their iireatli stops, all thewo men shall join Iiands in 
loving eomiiauioaahip around the tiiruiiti of tliu S}i.viur 
wlinm one eursod and the other ndonsd with their latest 
breath, and it sliocks all \m ennunou Bmieo. 

Tlie vi'ty ctliild sei^s tlu'ougli it. A Universalist 
prciieher was idling liis little son the story of "llio 
Children in the Wood." The boy asked, "what be- 
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:css of ediicntton that ^^ 

Tlicy began by liold-^H 

avior, to the infinite ^^ 



came of tlie iujioecnt little cliildrpn ?" " Tlicy went 
to heaven," replied the fiithor. '* And whiit heirame 
of Iho wicked old imcle ?" " Ho went to hcaveu too." 
" Won't he Vill thorn n^ain, futher," said tlie boy. 
The <|iiostioii was too luucli oven for the father ; he 
never rested till ho renounced the systera, and be{aune 
a pious man and a picacher of cvangL-lical religion. 

Nay, the truth is, this system was too much even 
for tliR conKcieiica and coiriTiion sense of the first TTni- 
versaiists. It was only liy a process of education that 
men sunk to adopt lliis system, 
iiig to Clirist as ail atoning Savi 
ill-dcNcrt of sill, from wliich men were savL*ii only by^j 
Christ's merits : they believed, to & man, (so sayB^^ 
Uosea Ballou,) in tlir limifctl future punislimcnt of the ' 
unpenitent. But other mt-n, cdiicatu-d under the sj's-^™ 
tcni and seeing tliat inextricable dlfRculrics followed ^Bj 
the admission of any future ])utiishnicnl, discarded the ' 
notion wliuli)- : and, as cril men and seducers wax 
worse ajid worse, Ihcy tlion found it necessary to cast 
ovcrlioard all the other gi-eat doctrines of the gosjjel — -J 
because it was irupossililc then to rotnui them, lint so i 
strenuously did the earlier Univcrsahst consciencej 
rosist these steps of degrudatinn, that it raised "a eoit'l 
fiict bctwpni the preachers of Universalism almost as] 
sharp as that wliicli had been carrii;d on bctweoai 
ITmvcrsaliflis and their oppoeers," threatening "U 
mentable consequences. "• In a down-ward course, 
usual, the Devil triumphed; but uot luitll it had bcou, 
pruvcd that even tho Universaiist conscience at firatl 
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revolted at tlio system whicli contradicts tlie moral 
judgment of tlio luimaii raco. 

7. Another of tlio obvimis marks of the falsehood of 
the system, is found in tlie manifest ujieaeinesa of its 
advocates. 

It is ditKculi to get bciiind the curtain, and those 

who have once bocii there, and come forth to give tlieir 

testimony, lilic Matthew Hale Smith, arc pursued with 

an obloquy tUat impairs their tostimoiiy; — and il ie 

not impossihlc indeed that their long eubjection to 

domoralizuig iiiflu«iicos may sometimes leave a |H>r- 

manent effect on their habits of speech. Jlr. Smith 

has given a sad picture of the iinscttlcd views of many 

w)io are to appearance unwavering adviienlos of the 

, nystcm, and lias intmducod iis to tlie unsolved dmilils 

Llofeven their prcaeliers, and tlieir private admissions 

' of the sojjliistry of much of their arutmients. I do not 

liowcvei" propose to avail myself of that evidence on 

the present occasion. Tlicre is other cvidenee more 

|j obvious. 

It is foiuid partly in the writhiiifi; of Universaliwts 
under llio jtreaeliing of judgment and relrihtilion. 
Eegardiug it as an exploded su[)crstitiou, it ou^hl to 
affect tliem, uiien tlieyheiir it, no more than a lu>:tLh(m 
fable ; al most they sbmild merely pity lUe weakness 
of us wlici helieve It. But is tliat the fact ? Not so — 
uot at all. Lt'l an advocate of tliat system ho presont 
L on some occiisiou wliou the doctrine of God's future 
I veageance toward the wicked is fully set forth, and it 
stirs him up, and agitates, imd perhaps exasperates him. 
He coui|»Ia!ns of it — he sUliiis It. Fie cringes under 
the very phraseology of (iod himself — it distresses him 



LECTCBES OS tTKITEBSALISM. 

10 haai it. It is tito lesUnirMiy of \m drugged cou,- 
ecieiice, pierced by llie truth, aud showing l)y its 
vrithiii^ thai il lias Ik'imi tviu^hcd lijr ni> other weapoa 
tliaii lliat two-edged sword, whieh is tlio word «f Ood. 
Thi! Hiine uiieiLsines.s shows itself in the cx»iistaut 
waifiuu which the system ktiojts up. It in forever 
iKittUiig artliodoxy, and trying to get into a cotitro- 
versy. A CiiiTersallst congrf-giition, il has hccii said, 
cannot be kept quiet long, without having its favorite 
opiJite. A Univor-sftlist jireacher cannot rest easy 
luiless he can be wrangling with tlio Ortbotlox. A. 
>-ast projjottitm of the Henuoiis ai-c expended on (his 
stl^iject, anil n largw part ol' these in explaining away 
tlio troulj!c»oinc jiaasagcs of seripturc." I liavc been ^ 
twice cliallciigcd to a public wrangle ; the changes liavo 
IicL-n publicly mug on my immt- ; my stated preacUiug 
^ my owu Cliiu-cli, has runiielicd themes for 1 tnow 
not how many Unlvci-siillst Philippics, 'nic syaf^in 
seems to ho like a man when lie cau reel alting, but 
cannot Klond Kttll ; or, mora exactly) wlioii ho atta ! 
stand only by pushing against a post. Opposition its 
its life and soul. ^Iiy, now* this incessant jiccojisity 
for a wrangle 'i There is nothing at stake, if Univer- 
fclisiu be true. According to the Hystcm, all will go 
roll with us wlictliei- we believe it or not ! Aiid mean- 



• Smitli Sfi-rt, (fi. 11,1,1 tJiiif iiiiin-trnlhs of iill tliC tTttivrfyjill-l Scr- 
Bons lie rvrr lnMirrl. uimpd to .llBpixive u!iiU<;s« miwty; luiJ ilnt"iU' 
leu/t lwo-c)iinl* iif nil tliHr pivnchin;; is Jfsif.Tiod ID i'XJ>laJi!i iwiiy Ihe 
unfavorahk iijijiciintrn'CB " of mrripliirc. tTn, Ex., p. 1"P- 

■WiThoiif imlslint: ou niiitljcmiilic-nl acpaniey i»f projximoii, ilicrc Is 

good, (videnw of ihu triitli oC tiiis mitcmml. lu tbo**" m«ny ylaiM* 

licre llii; preai-fiPi' conic* Kiit taw ilnion iit Uic >T4ir, il may Iw 't««9tioued 

' «!)cilKir oiij oiJitT sutiji'tt of prtiti-hiHic it tiw iuuwIin-vJ. 
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wliilo our faith malvea tw happy. Why then not let us 
uloiit: ? Wc who believe that God will punish hcre- 
al'tci', fiulcmn and momentous as it the doctriiic, donot 
Iccl iiccc::titatcd to fuicc it out of ali propoilion hi our 
preacliiiifr. Wo imply it always, indeed, but prcaah 
it ouly occanonaliy; tmd then feci no nccesjiity to 
wrangle coulimially with oppoeera. We discuss it and 
let it alone — as I shall now. Wc liuow it to be God's 
truth — we post satibfied. But Ihc advocates of Uni- 
versnl Salvation are uover easy. Though if their doo- 
triiio is IniQ, l/iere is absolulefi/ notliing at stake on its 
reeeplion, jat its advocates are thus perpetually boiling 
over with the suhject. What means this incc&soiit 
din ? Ah, I will tell yon ! — it is the sound of "break- 
ers ahead " — it is the agitation of the surf be it beats 
upon the roclcs — it is tlietosshig of the ti-ouhlecl ocean 
when it eamiot rest, whoso waters " cast up mire and 
dirt." 

Xot nlone in its wrangling propendtios, but in its 
ijiccssaut craving for its customary opiate, in its keou 
sensitiveness inidor e.tamination and exposure, or even 
under paKsiny allusions tu false leachei-s, in its eager- 
ness to warp to it.s seeming support the names of a tew 
evangelical believers, and by many other signs it shows 
that it is not at rest. Difficult as it is, of course, to 
elicit the confession, there are abnnilajit indications 
that the case of him described by Dr. Spencer, is not 
uncommon.' He was a hold and zcaloiia Uuivereulistf 
•the chit:f pillar of the denomination in the town whcro 
he dwelt, ilis daughter who hud married and removed 
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to Broohlyn, was brought under deep comiction of eia. 
She lingered long without relief, hindered liy the 
clinging remains uf lier Universaliimi. Al length all 
other props gnve way, except ihe force ol" lier fatUer's 
influence. While she was in deep trouble, Uie father 
spent a week at her house ; and thougli he saw her 
trouble and guessed its cause, ho evadod everj' oppor- 
tunity to explain. At length, us he was on the point ^u 
of departure, in deep tuigiiisli she tliretr herself upon^H 
luB nock, aud entreated him hy the love he bore her ^^ 
not to deceive her, hul tu lell her tnily whelher ho did 
believe that all men irould be saved. Overcome hy 
the appeal, witli great agitation he replied, '- 1 think it 
very likely tk(U some will be lost forever" •—and hur- 
tled amiy. She corresponded with htm ; tiiid the love 
he liorc her made bim advise her to adopt the Pj-esby- 
terian belief rather than the Universalist. With her 
last prop swept away, she gave up, aud became an 
humlilis aud lojoiciug believer. But, that father— what 
of him ? The very man who liad made tliat admission, 
and given that advice, rctimiud to In's post, and agaiaj 
became, aud continued to be, the cliicf supporter < 
the deadly delusion. 

Such caaes, I say, there is reason to believe, are nc 
uncommon, — the bold exterior, and the misgirmg soul. 
It is not ill human nature ilnis to come in poinl-blanki 
collision with the plain word of Uod, without leeliiig ftti 
times that all human o^crtions are but a friiil guaranty 
that when God threatens "everlasting- puiiisbmcntf* 
he will break his woi-d. 

Their uucat^incsij and conscioueness of the faWi(y ofj 
the sysbciu otlen shoirs itsolf tci-ribly at the hour of] 
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death. I am not going to deny thnt soino adhorents 
of the system, die Bustained by tiieir dolusiou; nor oii 
tlic otiicr hand, that ovaugelicnl professors aw some- 
timcs troul>l«d almui tlicir hypo ui the last hour ; nor 
shall 1 attempt any comjmri son botwijon the proporticm 
of such cases. ProfoHSOi's of religion often have doubts 
about their acceptance with Christ, and because their 
lives have boeti such, 

But there is one mighty and 'roniarkahle difibrenco 
in the two kinds of castas, Wlionevcr a dyiug Christ- 
ian is agitated iu the last hour, it is with no doubts of 
the truth of ms system ; it is only with feai-s fur his 
own jren^anal relation to that system. lie lias lived 
afar oil' — his own grasp is feeble — liis personal evi- 
denco is dim ; hut the system lies hoforo him, an 
eternal rock. Give him hut clear, full assuranuo that 
hU own heart has laid hold on that Milvation, and he 
goes down with a calmness ami confidence that not all 
hell can shako, with a light that the dark valley cannot 
dim. That rock is there — liis only question is, " do I 
stand upon it?" 

But when the TJnivoraali-st tlonlits, as he often does 
in thnt hour, il is of the whole !<y«ile]n on which Lo 
rests. The very earth on which he stuiids is cruniblirifj 
away heneath his feet; he, and his hupc, and hia 
sy«tHm, arc sinking down to licll ten'ctlier. It is an 
awful jiosition ; — hi; cluug lu the rock that overluuig 
tho gulf, but alas ! he sees it now cracking away, and 
rock aiul man arc altoat to he buried together in the 
hoiling abyss. Such is eomctinics the terrihle expe- 
rience of the advocates of the system. On the 29tU 
day of Sejitcmbcr, 1827, (for example,) iu Windham, 



82 UXTTBES ON PyiTeBSALlSM. 

Grceue couiitjr, N. Turk, lUoil David W. Bell, a Msaloos 

drfvink'r of this jjeniicioiis system, aud a writer fta: tbe 
Gn6|>el Advooale. Fur Bovvral weeks whilo tho filial 
<IiM!:u!t; was upon liim, he Telt the misci-ablc dulusion ^^ 
to be giving way boiiealli liini. " Fatlier," iuud lia, ^H 
" T find eternal punisliment, vrhich I bare so long 
disputed, now In i>v ^i aufiil reality. As soon as 1 
am dead, write to Itrotlier E.. and to Z. T. and S. T., 
tliat lite doctrine we liai'e tried to propagate b an 
anTuI drinsioii, tliat it foniuok me oii a death lied." ^J 
^^oiuctiiue* lie would crj' aloud to God for luci-uj- — m 
ajniiti entreat his Miikcr to aaiiiliilatc him; sotncMiues 
he would' call oil others to pray^ — agaiu would bc£^^| 
tlieui not to pray for liiiu, for he bud already nraled ^H 
iuK own ilamnuiion. '■'■ Uli,*' said he, " it cau aloue be 
ior tlie glory of God and the ^ood of others for me to 
be iliuimod ! 1 muni Iio damucd ! I am duuiued — 
dauuicd to all eternity. I caiuot live iu peace, 1 coiri 
n()t die in jkiicc, witlimit the assurance tliat my rcimn- 
ciulion of tli« delusiic and daugeroiia heresy shall be 
ftfi public as my defence of it wa*. Oh, could 1 ^pcak 
to iliow deluded UuivtirsalistB." A:id 60 be died*, 
" The -lUort; recantation," ?*ays David Cell his father^ 
** wtth made by my son when in the full cxoreiec of 
roaxon. Of (hiif, tliiirc arc many witacsees. Ncilb 
WU9 it extorted from him or occasioned by sudden 
fright, U WH« from a deliberate and M.-ttled convicliott 
for week*.'"* Sliuiy, uo doubt, die firm or stupid; but 
tlioro arc many t^ucU cilhcs as this — and in them all, the 
doubt is not of the man's relaUou to the system, but 

* Anliie's Cyc, p. 4it. 
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the si/slem si/iku; all, all goes down togpthcr iritli aw- 
f\xi crae^li and horrible despair. 

But ill the aiiiials til' tho world ia thcro a case on 
record, wlioro a dying iiiau lamented liis adhusiou U» 
the doctrines of graeuV And though !i Wiristiaii pass 
away under a cloud, his lamcMit is never that lie hiul, 
but thiit lie had not, clung M'ith all liis heart to thoee 
doctj'ines. The de.-.'iiftiiiiit: UiiivcraaliHt clmrgcs his 
mill tn Ills confidence in his sr/sfefii — the hocloildcil 
lieliever to non-cuiifonnitj' to his. 

But I must uioBc. Ill uiy Jte.\t discourse, I may 
^aiiiiuc more minutely tlic UniviirKalist arjfument. 
Meojnrhili). 1 think wo may say of a system that so con- 
tradicts the obnous import of the Bible as understood 
by tho common reader and tho great jnass of men, by 
the best Christians and tlic uiiiloJ body of uifidols, as 
•well as the more intelligent rcstorntioni?ts ; that is 
driven to such eiucrgencica ; that is guilty of such 
grosB iiiconaistencies and aljsurditics ; that gii-thcrs 
round it such a masa of unmuml synipathiei* and sup- 
port ; that 80 contradicts eonimou sonttu aiid genwal 
eonsoiODCC; that Icceiis its advoeatos in sdidi an uneasy 
Blate, writhing, lunl wrangling to kt'e[i tljeh- courage 
u|), and yot often break*; down witli mimitigated and 
imrleiilouR desjjiiir in the mort trying lioiir of life — 
we iiiJiy say of il, it carries the nmrU of its Parentage 

" Get thoD behind 



mc, Satan. 
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l»jiittli3XTiii: 1", 18. Jnrlscnunt iv!i*o will I laj- to the lin*, and riRllI 

coiiMiL'i^ to l!ic jiliimtncl : ami llir )uiil nlinll .<wiT[t iLKuy lli(> rcfiij^c i 
Utt.iiiKl ttiL- waters sh.ill ovi-rllnK rb' liiiliiiEpl.irp, Aril jniir emcrmn 
wii)i (Julh eliall bo di'Utmiiillcil, rtnd your npv<:<nii>nL wltli tt^ll ^liolt 
not Hand ; vrhaa Oil' overflowing ■coiirjcu shiili pass througli, thiKU 70 
(hull bo mxldirn down liy it. 

I HAVE cxliibited llie nature and cliaracteiistics 
Modern Uiiiversalism. I liave pointed out the mo 
obvitnis marka of falsity whidi it licars on its forehead 
I come now mon- pniiicularly to considci- it as "a refugi 
of lies,'' in its argiiitigs ; and shall discuss 



THE UNIVEHBALIST ARGUMENT. 



And licre my limits furbid the disciissiou of tlic sub- 
oi'dinale eiToiB. -which fill up the fiauiework of tlie 
system and make it false in t;vcry jrart. Imustconfiuc 
my examination cldcfly to its main point, viK: its 
deiiinl of a!! moral conni?xioii hotwceii this life and 
future, its as&crtion that all men, irrcspcetivc of cIi 
acter mid coiidiict here, and nilliout any indebtcdui 
lu the Lord Jeaus Clirist, rise from Uie diiad to ctunial 
blo?}>cdne!iG. 

1. The most incessant and arduous labor of Ihd 
systoni — Olid tho most hopeless — is its efforts to grind 
awuv the fearful throats of God's word. 
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n. Its most impotent and distatiteftil work, is the 
Btru^le to bring a few passages of Scriptmo to its 
own support. 

III. Its uoieie&t pretence, is tlie attempt to sustain 
itself liy certain iuterences from God's cliarauter. 

IV. Its most effective appliance, is its constant ap- 
peal to the sympathieii, principles, and passioUB of 
impenitent men. 

I propose to oxamine tliesc several attempts in their 
order. Ajid 

I. Lot m.e show you a portion of tlio scriptures 
wliicU it is the chief business of its advocates to break 
down and pulverize ; and give you apecimens of the 
mode in w^hicli they are bereft of mflaiiing by UniTcr- 
salism. 

Let it bo obeervod, liowovor, that these pasaagos 
almoBt entirely omit that vast body of toxtsj which 
describe God's abhorrence of siu, and hia hot displeas- 
ure towards it and its perpetrators. They also omit 
that immoiige class, filling the Bible, which proffers the 
favor of God on(t/ on coridUions. Indeed, nolwitli- 
standiug the number and tha fearful dietinetncss of 
God's tlu-eats of ftituro vengeauee, perhaps even they 
are less permanently iniprossive to the humble Cliris- 
tian than those solemn constant assurances of his hoH- 
ness aud his abhorrence of sin, with which his word is | 
freighted ; aud espeeialty those conditional promises, 
which alouc are made to the rightomis. For, laden as 
the Bilile is with proffers of favor and blessing to the 
righteous, not cue of them all — and he that runs may 
■"read — not oue, but involves the condition, express or 
Implied, of lovo and obedience to God. | 
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Iiiclc»[|, ttiei'c nxus llirougli the tvliolc plan of !<alvif 
litwi, anil through all God's afivlreni'ea lo piimcrfs a 
fuarful sense of tlit-ir ilaiip'or, »u alarmiiifr urBeiicy, a , 
Divine aolcnuiity of warning, whkli, diniiiUcss, make 
a ilt>cjH!i- lm;ircgtfiou on tho habitual I'cadcr, thttD itie 
jiossible for tho most strcuuous c::tracts to cScct . It is 
!ik<! iho sijrlit of the actual Alpi^. galhcruit,' all arotmd 
llie traveller's way and crowding on his gaze, in com- 
parison with the dotachod sketches of tho tourist. Ho [ 
fceis that to deny all danger beyond tliis life, is to con- 1 
vort all that is vast and solemu iu the Pfcm of (iflJvar j 
tion iuto luoL-kery and farce. The eonlymplation of j 
that whole sehemc, as it lies iu God's word, aud of' 
the wonderlul misBion of Christ, is fUtetl to produce the I 
highest Konsc of huimu) dangur. But i mu^t liastou] 
from the tO]ji»N with tliis pussin^ JLllusion. 

I shnll not cvon afford the lime for coiiinicnts as 
pTOcced, but iini willing — as tho rniversJiilist neverj 
diu-ea — to leave the pure word of (»od lo its own iin-j 
pression. Bnt take n«M«« how little tlteso iMiJisiigcft' 
depend on tlw use of Ihw word " lli-ll," or any one 
term or phrase, but bow all the resources of language,] 
and ovnpy devie^? of imajfi nation, seem to bu nwkiwl and 
exhausted to fXpvc^ tho themo. It is no pleasant 
task for me to gjitlior up such fearful tlireots. 1 OtdJ 
ho[>c that God will enable you and me, by faith axvi] 
ivptniuijice, to (wcapu IbeU' [lower. 

My readers will not fail to obsorve, as I procoed, tl 
ihwe pnjfsa;n^s, though quotod for their liearinjr on the I 
dotrlrine of future puiiisluueul, do most abundantly 
mainuiin all tin* rtsscK-int^'d doetrincs whieli UniviNial- 
isls diseiu-d. Ood'ti; holiness, his intense hatrod uF Bin. 
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'lis iinf^er ajraiiist sinners, liuiuati dt-pravity. Uie 
need of iL-j^eiienitiun, tlic radical diireiencf lietwuen 
Ijclievcrs siiid iiiibcliovci-s, Christ's work the only 
^rtmiul uf acceptance ninl iinal snlvaliuu, iciiiissina of 
piimshiBciit fur Ohiisl'a siiku, litiiuiii] pruluiiiou, — all 
these points and otiiers tire incidentally but iiniphatic- 
illlj' tnuglit ill IIm passages whiuli will bi* quoted. 

Tin; ilar;tniic of a ilghleoiu retribution al'tcr il«ath 
is set forth in various classes of texts, which perhups 
may best be con tcinpliitecl when throvrii into groups. 
lit Jo not lorgt't to oli:^crv9 in what iiiimenae variety 

f p!irasRc>If>g^,y tlnise Ptatfinouts aro conveyed ; a 
ciipioitsiiess and. intensity which far outstrip all humnn 
Mnidea of sta.Leiueiit on the subject." Atiioiig these 

icdiiriilious we find — 
1. PassiLo'es wliicli hold out the offer of eternal life 
as pccifHar In the ri^hkuus, — a rustrietcd offer. God- 
liiiiiss is piofnable mito all things, haviti^; (Jiomisc of 
the life that uow L% and of that which is to come,— 
Being made free from sin and heconie the n-ervuats or 
God. yc have yiitip fruit unto ImliiiesR, and the end 
evi?rhiftin^ lifo. — To tUcm who by palient couliunnuou 
ill well-doinji seek for honor and jrlory and inuoortal- 
ity, [G(Mi will fiive] tternal lilt. — Tlicy Uiat lj« wise 
shall shiiio .is the brightnciss of the lirinaincat, and 
they Ihat turu many to rightoousuoss^ as tho stars for- 
ever and ever. — lie that rciiitcth Pcccivcili waives, and 
,thL'ri;lIi fruit unto lifo eternal. — Jesus saith unto 



■ In dulivcrin^ iliis IwHir^. itie nutlior ireaJ tlio paawiges from Whitte- 
t'* Gui<)<.',iu llie oi^K'r iii whii-h they are qnotc<l iIk'r Io I>« gM«ailtd ; 
, wii^ unntilriQ rribl moru iliiiti luilfflir wint of tiiii''. In priiiUu);, it 

woi il»criii;li! inon? convcnifiit Ihr tliu reiulw lo t;roiiii ilio tcxW. 'ITifj- 

bj no QiCiini cxliniiat the «ii1<jc(^r. 
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him, Sell whatsoovei' Ihou Last and give to th 
and tlioii shalt bavc treasure in lieavon.— And Jesus 
answered and said. Verily 1 say unto you, lliere is 
man that hath left hotise, or hi-etliren, or sislors, 
father, or mother, or wife, or cliildrGn, or lauds, 
my sate, and the gospel's, but lie shall receive a him- 
dred-fold now in this time, [tlus [iresent lime — Lukey] 
houses, and hrethrcn, nnd sisters, and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with persecutions: and in fllftj 
world to come, eternal life. — And lieiiig made perfect, 
lie lieftamo the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that ol«y him. — .lesus saitli unto them, 1 am thO; 
bread of life ; he that comotli to me shall never hunger,' 
and he that helieveth on me shall never thirst; but the 
water that 1 shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life. — He that b&-| 
lieveih shall be saved. — Believe in thi) Lord Jesua' 
Christ and tlum shalt be saved. — The righteous sh 
go into life eternal.-— Blessed aa*e the dead who die i 
the Ijfird. — To him that ovcrcomcth, will 1 give to ea' 
of the tree of life which is iu the midst of the paradi 
oi God. — For I say unto you that except youi' right 
outness shall exceed the rigliteonaiicss of the <Scrii 
and Pharisees, j-c shall in no case enter into the kin; 
doin of hoiivcn. — Except ye he converted and become- 
as little children, ye shall in no cose enter the kingdom 
of heaven. — Terily I say imto thee except a man 
born again, he cannot sec the kingdom of <Jod." 
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is the invariable re[>resoiitatiyii of Ood'a word. 
It? promises of future blesBcdiiL'ss nre all resti'ictod to 
Die ritjhtcouH, to believers in Christ. 

2. Passages of Scripture which describe the fut^irc 
states of moil ill coiilrabt. 

Men of the world which hnve thoir portion in this 
life: I shall bo satisfied when I ciwakc in thy likciiesis. 
— The hope of the righteons shall bo gladnGss; Imt 
the exjiiietatiou of the wickud shall perish. — The 
^wicked is driven away in his wickedness; Irat tlie 
;hteoiis hath hope in his dosith. — Say ye to the 
ighteOTis, it shall he woU with iiini ; for they shall eat 
the frait of their doings, Wou unto the wicked! it 
shall he ill with Mm, for the reward of his bauds yliall 
be given him. — And many of tlicm that sleep in the 
Inst of the earlli shall awake; some to everlasting life, 
d some to shame and everlastiag contompt.^Hc 
ill gather !iis wheat into the garner; but he will 
rn up the chaff with unqucnchahle (ire. — Enter ye 
at the strait gate : for wide Is the gate, and broad 
the way, that leadcth to destnietioa,ajid many there 
tliat go in thereat ; because strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadcth unto life, and few there 
Iw that find it. — Not every one that eaith unto me, 
LonI, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doetli Iho will of my Father which is in 
liiiaven. — Many shall come from the east and from the 
west, and shall eit down with Abraham and Isaac and 
.Tticijl) in tlie khigdom of heaven ; but the children of 
the kingdom shall he cast into outer darkness; there 
weeping,' and gnashing of teeth. — The field ia 
d : the tares are tlie children of the wicked 
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one; the enemy t3mt sowcil 1liem is ilio dovil; the 
harvest is tlic end of tlie wurlil : — :is t(ierofor« tht lares 
are gaihcreil and luinied in the fire, yo shall it he in 
tliR end of tlie world. Tlie Son of JHau sliall send , 
forth his angels, and tliOT shall gather out of his king-j 
dnm all tiling llmt (jfH'iul. and thinn t1i»l do iiiKjiitlj', 
and shall c-ast them into a t'nmace of fire ; there shall 
he wailing ir.nd giiiisliing ol' tL-eth. Theu simll Iho 
righteous shine fnrtli as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Pallier. — The kingdom of licavoii is like unto ftj 
net that was cast into the sea, and patliered of cvoiy] 
kind ; which whmi it was full tin-y drttw lo the shoreJ 
and sat down, and gatliered the ^ood into vessels, but] 
east till! had away. So HJiall it In- at the iMid of tllOrj 
wurld. Tiio au^elfl sliall come forth and sever the 
wicked from aiuoiiK the just, iinil rihall wist thurii into ^ 
n fiinmc4^ of fire: tliere shall ho wnilin^^ and gnashbig^f 
of toetlt. — Well rioiic, th<iu gni>d jiiid (aithful norvanl ; ^fl 
tlmii liasl heeii fiiithful over a few Hiiiij^^s; mt^ir thou ^™ 
into the joy of thy Lord. And ca^t ye the unjirofitablo ^| 
nervMut into outt;r darkncKs ; t!it;re shall Im wailing ^" 
and gimMliiiig of teeth. — Blessed is that servant wbom^j 
his loi-d. when he comcth, Khali 6nd ko dohig: veril^^^H 
1 sav onto ym that he !<liall make him ruler over all ' 
his gooiifi. Kilt and if that evil Mervuut shall wty in 
his hcnrt, My lord dolayeth his 00011112: nud shall bc-j 
gin to i«mitc his fellow servants, and to cat and drinlc 
with the dmuken ; the lord of that seiTaiit shall come 
ill a day vhen ho looketh uot for liim, dnd in an hour 
that he is not awaro of; and shall cut him iLsundor, 
aJid appoint him his portion with tlic hypocrites: there 
ulmll he weeping and gnashing of toeth. — ^Then shall 
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Kiiic say unto thcin on Iiir Hglil hand. Conic yc 
blcBBcd ol" my Fatliur, iiliicrit tliu kijigdiim ptc|iareil 
for you from the fouiiilatioii of tlie workl. Thoii eliall 
be hay also itiito tliom on the left liancl, Depart, ye 
cursed, into erorlastiiig fire j>i'ef»arc;d for the devil and 
liis angels. And these shall go away into cvcrlnj^tiiig: 
piuijshmettt, hut the riffhtoous into life eternal. — He 
tliat hcUovcth and is baptized shall he saved; hut ho 
that helievtjtli not sluiU he dnmiied. — He that bclicvcth 
on tho Son hatli everlasting life ; and ho that boliovcth 
jiiit, Mil! Sun shall notice lifo, iiut the wrtith of God 
nhidrrrh i>ii him, — The' riob man also died antl "was 
hui-ied, wild in hell ho liCted up his oyes being in 
torments, and soetb Abisihnm afar off, and Laziirns 

ill his boyom And Abraham eaiil, t-on, reuiBm- 

:r that thou in tliy lifetime rocoivodEt tliy gcwd 
tilings, and likcwifw Lazarus evil things; but now he 
is conifiji'tcd aud Lhou art tormented. Aiul besides all 
this, between tis and vou tberc h a great gulf fixed : 
so IhaL tliey wliiiih would pass from hence to you, can 
not ; neither can they pass to uh, tliat would come from 
thence.— I'ho honr is uoioiiig in the which all that ai'e 
in tlieii- craves shall come forth : thoy that have done 
good unto the resurrection of lifi% and they that have 
done evil unto the rwKurructiini uf damnation. — What 
if Ooil, willing to show his wrath and make his powea 
known, muliired wilh mueh long siiQerinir tho vess-'pls 
of wrath fitted to destruction ; and that he might make 
known thu riches of his glory on the vossels of mei'cy 
which he had afore prepared unto glory ? — He not 
(lewjiviid: Ood is not mocked; for \vh.itsoeTer a man 
Boweth, tliat shall ho aUo reap. For he that sowclh to 
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Ihc flesli, sliall of tlic flesh reap corruption; bnt he 
that sowctli tn tilt: sjiirit sliall of the spirit reap life 
eycrlastiog. — That which bearetli thorns and briers, is 
rejected, anil is iiigh tinio cursing ; whose end is to he 
huniifid. But, beloved, we are persuaded better things 
of you, and things that accompany salvation, though 
we ihus speak. — For the time is come that judgment 
must hcgin a,t the house of God ; nnd if it first bepin at 
us, what shall the end he of Lliem that obey iiol the 
gospel of God? And if the rightoons scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly aud the sinner appear? 
— BlcSBcd arc they that do his commandments, tliat 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. For without are 
dogH, and sorccrerR, and whoremongers, and murder- 
ers, aiul idolaters, and whosoever lovetb and inaketli 
a lie. — Ho that ovorcomoth shall inherit all things; 
Olid I will he his God, and ho shall be my son. But 
the fearful and unbclicviug, and the abominable, and 
murderers, a ad whoremongers, and soi-cerere, and idola- 
ters, and allliarsjshall have their part in the lake which 
buriioth witli fire and brimstone; which is tbn socond 
death. — He tliat is uiijust let him be imjust still ; and 
ho which is filthy lot him he filthy still ; and he that 
is righteous let liim bo righteous still ; and he that is 
holy let him be holy still." 
8. Passages which announce a final judgmcni upon 
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tlie righteous and the ivicicd, to decide theii- doom. 
For w« muft a,ll appear Iboforo tho jtidgiucnt seat of 
Christ, tliat every one may leceivc the thijigs doue in 
his body, aocorduig to that ho hath done, wlietlier it 
be good or bad. — ^It is appointed imto men once to die, 
but after this tho judgment. — Because he hath ap- 
poiiited a day in the which he will judpo the world iji 
i'ightc<)U6iicss, by that Man whom lie hath ordauicd. — 
I saw the deud, small and ci-eat, stand before God; 
and the dead wero judged out of tho thinj^s which 
wore written in the book, according to their works. 
— For we shall all stand before the judgment eeat of 
Cbriet; for it is written, As I live, saitli the Lord, 
Every knee Khali bow to me, and every tongue shall 

N confess to God. So then, every one of us sball give 
tccQiint of himself to God. — He that rejeetetli me and 
reeeiveth not ray words, hath one that jud^eth iiini ; 
the word that I have spoken, tho same shall judge him 
at the IJLst day. — ^TLe heavens and the oartb, which are 
Wjhy tho same word are kept in store i-eserved unto 
against the day of judgment and perdition of iin- 
odly men, — For as many as have simicd witlioat law, 
shall also perish without law ; and as matiy an have 
Kitiiied in Ihe law, shall be judged by the law : ... in the 
day when God shall jud|,'e the secreUs of men by Jesus 
Clirist. — ^Therefore judge nothing before tlie time, 
until the Loid tome, who both will bring to light tlie 
L, hidden tlinigs of darkness and will make manifest the 
BPcDiiusets of the hearts.— Every idle word that men 
~ shall speak, tliey sliall give account thereof in the day 
I of judgment. — Seeing it is a righteous thing with Rod 
to reuom|H;nse tribulation to them that trouble you ; 
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and 1o you. who are troulilcd. rest with lis, when 
Lord Jo!^u^ ."ihall l>e revealed iniin licavcu with hxa 
mighty angols in flaming fire talcinjj vongeaiice or 
them that Tciinw not Gud, and tjhoy not tlio gitspcl 
our Lord Jcmis Christ. — When thf Sou of Man fhoMi 
come in his glory, mid all th« holy aiiirt^bi witli him(| 
then shall he sit on the throne of liie frlorj ; and hofor 
him sliy.ll hv. i.'j!tUftn-'d nil nations: and lie shull f-epar-' 
»!« tlieiii one from anMher, as a slie]>lierd dividt'th his 
shcop from tho gnCitft....And thnsc shall go awny into 
cTerlni-iiii^ IiiinishiQcut. but the righteous iiilo lii^H 
cWrniil." ^^ 

4. Pas^ajrcs which ppeab of the endless diiratiou of 
future imnisliment, jKisiiivcIy, by the terms, " cverli 
inKt cicmaU for over, forever and ever." 

It is better iov Uicc to cutei- into life halt or maimed^ 
-rather tliftn imviujc two hands or two feel to l>c 
into cvcrUisiiu^ fire. — Depart from mn yo cui-sed ii 
ererlasi Injr liri', prcjiarod Ibr tlic devil and his aup:til8. — 
And these shall go nvray iuto overiastinir punishmeutJ 
— He That shall hlasphcmo against the Holy Ghost hatl 
never lorgivcncwj but isiu daiijrerufvlL'ruul damnation, 
— Who shall be punishod with everlasting dcstructiot 
frmn thn pri^sJOncf? of lhi» Lord, ami from the frlory 
his jiowiT. — TL(i angels vlik'h ki?|)t not their iirsl cs 
tatc, but left their own habitation, ho hnlh ri^scrvod ii 
uvi^plaslinp' claiins, under (hirknossj unio the judgmeut" 
of the great day. — Thavu an! wells without wator^ 
clouds that are carried with a tempest, to whom the 
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iuisf: of darlitioss is losi-rvi-i] r.innur. — "WaiHlcriii^ SiUiir, 
to wiioiu is rc^ei-vod tlii; hlmiknoMii of darkinjss forever. 
— If any man wopsliip tlie beast and his imago, and 
rvuoivo Iiis mftrk in his fitrirlioarl iir in Jiis liaml, tlio 
same shalt drink of "llie wine ol" the vratli uf Ond, 
wliiL'li is jioureii out without mixture iuto tlie citp of 
his indignation ; and shiill bo (oniiGiitBd with firo and 
]iriiiiKluii(> ill llio prosoncc of tlio holy aiiscly, and in 
the presenco of tlm Laiul) ; and tlio snmkt; of their t^i'^ 
jiieiit aseendoili np forever and ever. — And ihoy s&id, 
AUelnia ! " ami jjor sniuko ruse iiii Ihi-evci- and evpi'. — 
ml lin; dtsvil ihjit (lpeeiv«d them Avas cas-t into a lake 
of lii« and biimstono, wliwre thu Ijeast and the false 
prophfit are, nnd sliall be; tormented day and night, 
tpi'L'Virr and ever.* 

0. Passages wliich by the nso of negative tenns de- 
dare iht* ]ninislinii*nt (jf the' wicked to be oiidlusn. 

i'he blasplit[ny against Llii^ Holy Gliost sliall not 1^! 
(bi'given unto niuii, neither in tliin world nor in the world 
ctinic. — Hi^ ha ill HHveiforgivonossbut is in danger of 
itornal tlanni:i(-ioii, — I To Mutt believeth not the Hon, shall 
notscelifo; hul tin' wrath of God abideUionliiin. — If we 
sill wiiluily after tlwt wc haro rocoivcd tlio knowledge of 
the tnitii, there remainotli no nim-e saenfiec for sins, 
liut a certain rfaiTiii lookJuj,' for of judgment and liery 
indifTiialitin, witich shall devour IJic advorsm-ies. — Bo 
not (locoiveil ; neither fornicators, nor idolatei-s. nor 
adulterers, aiir ellijuiinate, nor uhuMers of tliomf elves 
iritli miuikind, nor lliieves, iior covetous, uor drunk 
iirds. nor revilcra, nor extortioners, sliaU inherit the 
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kmjrdoui of God. — Now tlio works of ilie flesh ai"o 
thesv : adultery, fornication, iiuclenuness, lascivioiiwiess, 
IdolatTj*, wil elicriift, haired, variance, emulations, wrath, 
tdrife, seditions, heresies, onvyiiifrs, nuinloi's, drimkon- 
ncss, revelliiigs and sudi like, of Uie wliiuh I tell you 
before, as I liave told you iu liiue past, tliat Ihay wliicfa 
do such things shall not ijiliorit the kingdom of God. 
"Without hoHncss no man simtl see the Lord. — ^Wliere 
thoir worm dietli not and the firo is not ijucnuhed.^ 
And there shall in no wise enter into it [tlie new Joni> 
«a]em ] anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh ahoinhiation or maketh a lie. — Know ye not 
that tlie unrighteons shall not iuhent the kingdom of , 
God ':' 

G. PoMMages wliicli in various forms assert or imply 
the litter ruin of the wicked hereafter. 

WoH tnilo that man l>y wlmm the Hon of Man is l>e- 
traycd ! — It had been good for that man if he had not , 
bfJtin horn. — Fear not l,hc;m which kill the Itody, hnt 
are not able to kill the soul ; hnt rather fear liim who j 
(s ahle to destroy both soul and body in IipU. — 1 will, 
forewarn you whom ye sbiiU iVoa". Pear him whichf, 
after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ; jeaJ 
I say unto you, ftar him. — Wliat is a man profited If! 
hi; shall gain the whole world, and lose hiuiself or bo] 
cast away. — Ye tierpeuts! yc generation of vipers Lj 
how can ye cseaiie the damnation of hell ? — Prom which 
ihidaw hy tnmsgressinii 11.11 that he might go to liisown 
l^ace. — ^The preaching of the cross is, unto them tliat 
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pensli, foolishness. — For wc are uiitn God a sweet savor 
of Christ ill them that are saved and in them that per- 
ish. To the one we are tlie savor of death unto dealli ; 
aiid to the other the savor ef lifu unto life. — But these, 
as naliumlbnitB beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, 
speak evil of the things they understand not, and shall 
iitterlj' pensh in their own corniption, — But after tliy 
hardness and impenitent heart treasTireth up unto thy- 
seli' wrafJi against the day of wrath aud revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God, who will reudcr to 
eveiy man according to his deeds ; to them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, seek for honor and 
glory, and immortalityj ctcniallifc; but imto tlicui 
that arc contentions and do not obey the truth, but 
oijcy luirighteoiisnoss, iudiguatiou and wroth, tribula- 
Jaon and angnislnipon every sold of man that doeth evil, 
' the .lew lirst aud also to tiie Gentile.* 
7. PassagcB which limit tlie time of pieparation for 
heavGn, aiid wliieh teach that the punisliment of Bome 

len is remedilesa. 
Whosoever shall deny me before mou,liim will I also 

leny boforo my Father which is in heaven. — Whoso- 
[ever thuruforc simll be asliauicd of me, and of my 
words m tliis evil and adulterous gouoratien, of him 
shall tiic Son of Man be ashamed, when lie cometh in 
the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.^- While 

ja have the light, believe iu tho light that y<s may be 

IjCliildi-ea of the light. — Behold now is the a<;copted 

behold now is the day of salvation. — Lookiag 

Uligently lest any man fail of the gi-aeo of God. — 



■»Mfiii. 3fl:2*; 10: 2S. I.iiko 12: 5; 9: 25. MHit.23:33. Acts 
;;17. Rcv.l;18. 2 Cor. a : 16. 2lVtci!:12. Itoni. 2: 5—'j. 



78 



LEOfCRES ON UKir£RaAUS3I. 



Tlicu saifl one uiilo liiin, F^trJ, ape Uioi-e few tliat I* 
savwl '! au"i ho «iiil uulo him, Slrivo lo onler iu at 
ilui strait gate : for msiiiy I say unto you, shiUl iwek lo 
oiitop ill and sliaJl not be alilo. Wlic-ii oaco the Master 
of tlic boxwi is liscii up. and liatli Kliiit to ttie door, and ^J 
yc begin to stand wttliout and to knock at tlio dooi' kbj- ^| 
ing, Lord, Lord, n|»n unto us: liu sliall niisw»r and 
say nnto yon, I know yon not whence you am ; depart 
fn»in »io, ye workers of iiiiqiilty. Tliere shall "be nreep^ , 
ing and gnashinjf of teeth. — Wliile they [the fmdish 
virj^ns] went Ui buy, the bridgroom caiue; and tliejj 
lliat were ready went in with him to tlie marriage, and 
the door was shut. — Because I have called and je\ 
refused, I have stretched out my hand, and iio man 

regai-ded I alsu will laugh at ytinr calamity, and 

mock wlieii, your fiiat- comotb. Wlieu your tear cdn^l 
eth a." (Iiisoluiion, and your doslruction as a whirlwind ; 
wlicu disiCrcss and anguish couic upon you : then shall, 
they call ujion me but 1 will not answer ; tlioy shall | 
seek mc early, Ijui gball not find me. — lie that 
unjnsi, lei biui he unjust still ; Lo that is filthy IcthUnj 
he fdthy still.* 



Such are some of (he varied forms in which tli< 
wonl nf (lod s«ts forth llni fearful fact of a llnal i-etrt- 
biition. Well might ihe infidel rejily to the UnirAr-j 
unliht [HVaclusr, '■ It in of no use to talk in that way ; 
liie Bible is fidl of liell and cvoiy body knows it.' 
And tlie tlioughtlul reader will iuciuirc» " If these doo- 
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laratiouB do not anuouncc the dociriuc <A' lutnre, 
rfttjiediless puuishmout to the wickod, what liunis of 
hiimaji speech cau set it foi-th V Hcai-or, can you de- 
vU'L- modco uf (jxprusi-ioii luoro vaneJ ami explicit! 

And how now cun iiioii [irocccU to tnke yff the edge 
frum such tcmlic. language ? You may wbH suppose it 
a Sisyphean toil — the rostlc:=s rolliiio; of tho same re- 
fnictory sroiie — the cuiist'lusw rilUiig of Iho siimt' ieiiby 
vessel. Tlie Unirersalist pulpit perpotiiftJly creaks, 
and thair jirestj guoniin, with their uiHiiiBy lahors to 
break down tlie plain word ol" God. To these i-ufrae- 
tory piiPsagOB, Mr. Wluttenioro's Plain Gitide, forcxam- 

r pie, devotes a Imiidictl and iiiiieiy pages, awl relerw liia 

I rendur to wme thirly nr I'urty iithisr discussions oT many 

I Imiidrod p:,iges more. 

^^^Ttie pi'i>cetcs is pitifni. The i,rritcr!i ai^uiiw in the 
^Wtset, tUat fi.id's <diar:ieler is iticmijiatiljle with eter- 
nal imnisltnient, and thiit aiiy atHrinatinu of Kncli |)iiti- 
iKhmcnt tnusl, ill nil events, bo exphiined away. They 
diLTc not fiivzo on the simple scripliire statements. Tlieir 
dXauiinatiou of ?ierl|iturfj tastuiioiiy, (in Uieir printi;(l 
voiunios,) is invariably [ireceiieil by protracted sirgu- 
lueiils, d^?^i;rIl'?(l to ahatt! the force of scrijilure testi- 
mony, aud explain it away. You inust not look, till 
they have mouuUnl their jugjiler'sapparatus; and Ibcii 
when you hjotc for the cluraetcr of Ood, they show 
yoii llie Iieart of n Uni verbalist. 

Thi'Mj writers distinrtly avow their settled dulermina- 
tioii to Ijcnd the i^L-riptnre to their vjows. " Love," 
savs William •"III In his [(ndiiniimry diKCussioii, " is (he 
very esBem^o, lliu life and soul of the fjo^pcl. and / am 
prepared to rf^ject any and every doctrine and pi-actice 
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as aut^cliristioii, that is opjHisod to Ihls all pcn'udhig* 

spirit of love." Says H, Ballou, " Moreover, we feel 

it to bo & dutji' to state tliat in room of stntinitig pAi^-^H 
ticular passages whicli epeak of the punishment of the^^ 
wicked, Bo us to favor tlie idea of unlimited punish- ^^ 
mciit, we should feel justified in restraint/iff ang pojt-^H 
sage, could sncli \fa fnund, which should seem to favor ^^ 
an opinion so dishonorable to God and so revollinff to^^ 
our best feelings " Moore mfoiius \is that " wo shoold^f 
carefully osclude fi-oia our credouda every priuciple '" 
that stands ojiposcd in its nature or tendency to Ioto." 
Whitteinoro deliberately tells us that the word " ever- 
lastinij!;,'' " when applied to pumslimeut, ought above 
everif other case, to bear the sunse of limited dur»- 
tiou.'" 

This is sufficiently distinct and intolligiblc. And 
yon uow see why these mcu cairnot find future puuish- 
ment in God's word ; they are '• pt-oparcd to reji'ct any 
and every doctrine *' necessary, tliey " fee) justified ia 
restmiuitig any passnji^e" requisite, they can "carefully 
eicludy from their eredenda " overy principle "' they 
find '* opposed" to ■them, they choose iu the threats o 
puuishmont, " ahovo every other case," to restrict tlw 
woi'da of the Lord God. 

Here you read the grand majtim of Univorsalism — ^ 
tumpcriiig- loilh the word of God. Hero you see tlie 
sifrn;i.l of their triieoless war with its plain stnteraonts. 
Hci'c you have the secret of tliat rasping and hammer- 
ing and wrenching, to wliich, from ond to oiid, 
scripture \s Kuhjected, till the tnoBt awful phrases andl 
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• End. Pun. Ex,, p, 6. Lett. Scrm., p. 193, Uu.Bcil., p. 99, ! 
Qulilo, p. I'JS. 
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HTifie threats arc omptiod of all meauing. It would 
soeiu hardly necessary to give examples ; for uo man 
after weighmg those scnpture declarations, can Tail to 
foul that any jirocws by whiclx they are made consistent 
with modern Uuivei-sii.liam, must do violence to ftll the 
powers of language. Still, the exposure would be 
incouiplcto, wilhont apccimciis of the method. I vrill 
cite Uioin chiuily from ouo voliimo — the Plain Guide 
of Mr. Whittouiore* 

Now begins the pulvei-izing process. *' Everlasting 
punishment," "everlasting cliaius," "vcngoancc of 
etcrnul firo,'' " unqueuchable Cre," " the smoke of tor- 
ment aseenriing foruver and ever," and tho Ulce, nev- 
er moan everlasting, er.ernal, forever ; always limited 
duration, '• temporal judgments" (p. 190). "Elornal 
inmatinn" is " the jmlgmcut of tlie age," (p. 134); 
^eternal Judgment" is " a judgment long past, an 
micieiit Judgment," (p.1%). ''Sltall not be forgivun, 
neither in this world, nor in tha world to come," oud 
*' hath never forgiveness, Ijut h in danger of eternal 
damnation" moans, " shall not be forgiven in tho ago 

Christ, nor the age that succeeds'" (p. 101). 

Ajid thus the terms, wliich throughout tlm Bible, 



*My icauom fitr duoJias diicd/ with thin book in llio Sc^ripture urgti- 
ment, oiv nc-VP-ml : m^^csNiiry liiniintioi) lutil the tlciin; of ili;1initt;iiu«« ; 
iho villi DgiiiiM to slmw hnw mucli rnitcncss is iwrirpntmii'ii in ajs/j^f.! 

VniveOiOilliil Ixiak ; \ke- [n-au,i\Aiiiar\: uf itsniillioi-, (iti: iiii:trt^r i^'f :i uijiiturj 

cditorof iliisTniiiiijei.auil 11 nciicd cliumpion iinilrcj)rL»i!uuaivi' ofUui* 
vL-mitiita; ;liu (liiiii of liU book, muiu aiuliiijuux itud (■aiiipli!(« in ils 
Vkf , tlmii luxy 1 liikvf fiiimil ; itn ivMu irirculiitioii, unouociiitt in IS51 l« 
con or tW('Ivi3 tlioiManil, (if I ri[;hr.ly rtrmomticr the BUilciDtiin in (he 
" Uni venal Ut Puliiii") ivlridi lias proUnbly Kiven icagreiiter intluRDoe in 
fonningNuiv ICut^limd Ujiivetiitiliam^ than ihato£'an> oitiorToIome, 
S 
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invannMy denote the longest possible duration of 

whicli their subjebi is capable, mid Ihy ptirticulai' i 

Greek temi wliich in the Ncvr Testament is uever el6&'^| 
where applied to limitvd frtture tirae, but is used i>f^^ 
God and ]jis glory, of Ohi-isfc and his kingdom, aiid ^n 
more than firij times to deM;i-ibe the happiness of tbe'^f 
riglitoous — this woi-d "prei-Iaslinff,'* the moment \\ ^^ 
touches the pmiishtncnt of tliu wickc<t. is stiddculj 
emptied of its meaning.* 



* UnivDmii1Ut4 Tn*Iw mnrti jinmlc of « frw trmMwei in which the 
ilt-lmw term &r "cverliu>tm;;"il«>!i),-u;iti^ «uini:thiiie lew (Iwii ulnotiifo 
cternhj, u llie "everliutiiii; billi." lint tiiu pIinM-, when applkd lo 
fiitniv time, alvsrit doootM tiio lon^'ci duration <if whirh itt mt^Mi b 
CA)i«l>lv- " KvcrUttiu); Iiillf " nn ilior^ wliic-li will iwRliiiii« tu tbc ead. 
of tlir norld. "He»liiill stni- f.iirver," i. v. ditiini: tliu tuiictdt pciiod 
ofwliii^h lin it capitlilL-. hi^ whoK' \iU. Hannah dovnied SoninH loclir 
Lortl "foreTM;" ho wa* nc»«r to iT*iiirn to priviilt Jifc. " An vnliaaDOC 
fonvcr" u one wliicli U.^ia tliroiigh th« lon^si puasiblo liiue, L u. Hut 
i*hDl« dis{)eRiiitiou of vrliieU it i* a part. Such uum, ftv m eiiinhiir, d» 
iii>l rantntvfnt in spirit the •c»t<Di of inautncti in >vhirh i| lij^nifiva ftltxf- 
luto ettmiiy — (A* oi-ifftaal antl profit nmte i/lhe term. 

Th* Greek sdjeciivo mmslaied evcriMtin^. { aluviot ) wiun ajqiUedtft 
fUIiiri.- ilurntion, in all coxcm {«xM]itmg for the tim:; itt npjdi.'ation tO 
pui)i"!iinciii ) 4cnoicf an riuilat pcrtaJ. It i« used «JM/-fi!x iltntA ; iwfce 
In relatjnn to God nnd liis glon': Kfij-one timo* i^uueenuiif,* Um kip]iK 
neM <it the rifrliteon* : tix limt'i nf mi.icellaneon* nBbjoMa, l>i!i with ibo 
|i!uiii eixiiiJinilioii, endloM ; (i"ti Kcm timtf ctmixmiaij futtif. [niuitiuKMl, 
ffltiun'» K»snj-<, p. *T.) The pliriiM iraDsUted " forever." ( eif rAv 
«JiJrt, nnd thiijiliiral form,) nniforiTilTiii'Botes, "fflidliiS9diirn;Krti,''«iili» 
eiuplorv'l eisli'-vuu timVS, lix of whirh relate tv/ttture I'Vniffmrt^. Tfcc ^Jti 
]Anuu " toreror nitd c^•l^r," ( dt rott qImvuc tCis ai6iiuv ) al.io uivnriaUjr ^H 
dmnlcs (>DdicEa (liiTiitlon. It ooenn twcnty-onc tifflH, ei^liKm of wtii^ ^^^ 
raUlP (o llti) ronlinnnncu of tiic I't^t^cviion** ^loiji Kovemmcni anS pinii« 
of God ; nnr In tlic Itnppinem of the ri^htcoiLi ; nod tan la fhttirt pmisA- 
fflMf. I'lsln men mil iinilonUmc] 4ui?h tain». { Stiian'ti Ewftri on Ftil. 
fnn., t>.9t.] IIiiliiiV (hIIHoii of tli<.' C!m«k T<'#(Anipnl cuutntnt nix Otlwr 
initoncu of tlio word. inAkiiii; no chnotro in the ataic of the rmre. 
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This is but a begiuuing. Every trodblcsouie phrase 
and passage is dispattihud in thti same summaiy way. 
To "perisli," "coasume," "be destroyed," is simply 
" to fail, BiiLk, be overcome, lie driven away, bo di&ap- 
pointod, be slain m battle " (p. tJO). '^Siiall be iiiortt 
tolerable i'or l^odom ajid CJomurrali iu tlio day of jvitlg- 
meiit,"' nicaiLs tbat ifc was more tolerable ages ago ( p. 
91 ). " S/i(iU not see life," signifies the present conse- 
queuce of unbelief, ia not now in a state of life ( p. 
H)0). " To sleep in tbe dust of the eartb," denotes 
"a state of natural indolence and sloth" (p. To); 
" coming forth from the eraves," denotes '* a change in 
the temporal alfeli-s of men," but never a roeurroction 
to immortality; and when accompanying the state- 
ment tbat the good shall come forth " to the rcsvirrec- 
tion of life," and they that haTc done evil "to the 
lesuiTOetion of damnation,'' it '\furHishes proo/^' that 
this resurrection is not " the immortal resurrection ! !" 
( p. 163 ). The " kingdom of heaven " from which 
the wicUed are cscludod,isuotAeMCrt— it is the mgn 
of the goiifpel in this world (p. 88 ) ; and in all cases 
where similar statements ai'c made, it ceases to be iu 
the future world. To " have an Unndrcd fold now in 
this time, and in the world to como oternal life," is to 
havo an hundred fold " under the law," and "in the 
bgc of the gospel" to have abundant i)eacG of mind 
Biid gi'oater outward peace than ever before" (^ p. 
fc4'2). To "see the Lord," in the stern declara- 
Kon " without holiness no mnn shall see the Lord," 
Befers only " lo a slate of spiritual honor and enjoyment 
Ein tlie present life " ( p. 208). " The angels wbu kept 
not their fivat estate, rGsei>ved in everlasting chains 
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under darVncss unto the jufl*uiont of tlie great day,* 
are " niiiiislciB who kept not Iheir iiropcr i)Ric«H, who 
were doomed to darkness of mind," and who suffered 
at the dcBtru«tion of Jenisaloin (p. Silft). •' I->ci> 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 
from tlio glory of hie power," denotes " tlic banishment 
of the Jews from tlieir own land (p. 192). "llie 
hcflTons and the earth Hccuig away before Che face of^| 
Him'" wliich sat upon the throne, is Ihu passing away^B 
of the Jewish religion ( p. 240). " Hell " is the gvave^ 
tln! vaDiiy of Ffinnom ( p. 82 ), and somuHmoH "n low, 
dcpTOsscd, debased situation " ( p. 96 ). "Tiic broad 
way tliat leads to duatli," is simply tlia path of folly 
(p. Sfi). "Outer darkness" with "weeping and 
gnashing of teeth," bo oftoii declared to be the portion 
of evil-doers, is " a state of ignorance and unbelief 
of the gospel ( p. 88 ). " Miiiiy will sook to enter iu '* 
at the strait gate, '* and Khnll not lie able," \raa fulfilled 
when JeruBalem was doKtroyedjaud the Jews ceased to 
enjoy goHpol [jrivilcgos (p. 102). *'Y« shall die in 
your sius," — shall " as a nation be dissolved for the sin 
of rejecting the Messiah" ( p. 1fi4 ). " "Wlial; must I 
do to be soved!" — what must I do '* to become one oCl 
your niunbor?'* (p. 174). " The unrighteous filial 1 not 
iulierit the kingdom of God," memis, sulifctautiiilly, thai 
unrighteouEness shall not inherit the kingdom of flod 
( p. 182 ). The " fearful thing, to fall into the hands 
of the liviiig^ flod," was to taiflcr at the destruction of 
Jeruaalem (p. 206), The proposition, "It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, and after this the judg- 
ment," hy a species t>f legerdemain peculiar to 
Univeraalism, is tr&asmuted th.\is: It is appointed 
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nnto the JcwikIi hijrli priests every year to offer a 
bloody sacrUicc,aftcrwliicli tUcy and ttio jmoplo obtaJtied 
ccroiiioiiial jnstification ( p. 201 — 2 ).* Christ's sol- 
CJuu deecrijjtion of tlio last judgment " wbeu the Soil 
of Mau shall come in his glory and all the holy angds 
■with hlin, aad before him shall be gathered nil na- 
tions," ia " a parable " { p. 170 ) ; Judas, as we have . 
secu, ■wos ft gouiiine penitent ( p. 134 ) ; and it was not 
Judas, hut lus successor, who was to *' go to his own 
jlacc'Mp. nO). 

TiicrL' la one graiid resort when all else fails, and 
when the language of Scripturo bocomoe too appal- 
r ling to he tpifl«d with ; and lliat is to refer it ta the 
f de^tmetion of JenisEilem. No matter how iiicongru- 
^^_OUS — uo uiaLter for the Savior's own explanation to 
^^■he contrary — this m the great common sower of 
^Hpnivcrsalist interpretation, " The last day " at which 

* ThU miirvolloiu {tiucc of intorprotAtion, it eeemB, was inrcDted bj" 
Hoeca n»lIoii, Sen., wlim be hurl hwn prcnr.Iiinj; cwcnty-srvMi yuan, 
and tc m>i<le lilm, ns wn mnj well siippoec it woiilil, "cxceciiing uliid." 
It 11 ndopi'iMl by Colht* ( Comfrfnii, y ue ), hy Williameoa (KxpOHt., 
p. llfi I, otiil iiiillij! eAtcii»ivi:l,v by thu (Itiioiiucmtiui). 

rinN-A Dalloii Um CTiilciiily a natural gtitiud for auch. fi.'ats. Tliofi he 
tnkos the p.-usn^, M.il.4: 1, "l^nr bulmlil the diiy cometh tliat iluill 
bunt M an gveu; lUji! nil tlic pronit, yea, uU tliflt ilo wlokcdly ulidl hn 
Stutiblu: anil lilt <iay ihiit ewmutli i-hiill bum lliom up, ^iiitli tho Lord of 
tnclK, ttiiii it kIjuI I li'iivi' Ilium iiuitlu'i' rout tior bi'iitii-li," uitil, uftvi' u «crici< 
of piMswi II poll it, lip UL'l.iid!!)- [iroimiuiwH " tiio Imp mcniiing ol'tlio toxt" 
to bo that all ilia prouLl. nil tliey iliat ili> wickcillj "aliall lio tnuisktod 
Inio lilt' k-liisiluiu nt tioil'8 (li-nr Son." LmiL Horm., p. HB. I will let 
tho peiui«r guon* iIil- piTiPL>*». 

Wliiitcmore hn» not iktialnod such niuniiiuitloii ; he coiilcnia liliniicir* 
irlili IiIh u.iual piLstliMc uf d^traying tlie Jhw»: " Tliat the dptlmriion 
of the J(m-4 in ii^i fbi-ili i^indLT tho Hf^tiro of burnmi/, U too pnlpMy Irne 
U need evnilniiAUoii." I'kaa Unidc, p. *T. 
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Chrises -word should judge his rejectors, i» thi 
struclion of Jenisulom {p. Ifi8). Wten the guest | 
vithout the weddiiig garmoiit was to be bonuJ Imndi 
and foot, and cast into oiiter darkness where is wccpingj 
and ^asliiii^ of te«tli, it is the dostnictiun of Jemsa- 
lora (p. 117). When the wicked nl the end of tbe^_ 
vrorld are to he gathered by Christ's nngelR auil ca4^^| 
into the furuace of fire, t!iat is tlic dctitniotion of " 
Jynisalem, The piiiiishnieut of tlie unfaithful servant^ 
whom his Lord appointed to a portion with the liy[ 
cvitos — tliat of the servant wlio hid his; Lord's money] 
— arc the destruction of Jcnisalem. " The dfUimntionf 
of hell," is the destruction of Jerusiileni ( ]>. 118 
Tlie exclusion of the foolish virgins, is tlio doBtructic 
of Jonisnlem ( p. t2'2 ) ; and the watching of the iftise' 
was then- watching for the Roman armies ( p. 108). ij 
" The wrath to come," is the destruction of Jcmealeia^H 
{ p. 78 ). " Wrath airainKt the day of wrath and reve- ^^ 
lation of the righteous judgment of God, who will^ 
reuder to every man according to his deeds," is 
destruction of Jenisalera ( p. 1781. "Jesus Christ! 
revealed from heaven with his mighty augels ini 
Rnmiiig fire tiiln'ng vengeance on them that know nc 
God and ohcy not the gospel of our Lord .Icsus C'lirirt J 
who shall lic punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glorj- of j. 
his power " — is tho destruction of Jeruaalem ( p. 18d).^H 
Tlic " fearful looking for of judgme]it aucl fiery inrfig-^Tr 
nation which shall devour the adversaries," is tho de- 
struction of Jerusalem ( p. '206 ). Tlio second death, 
and tho being cast iuto the lalte of fire, toot place at 
the dcslruction of Jerusalem ( p. 222 ). The dead. 




EVASIONS OF SCBIPT17KE. 



87 



L 



;nia]l and great, summoned before Him that sat on the 
iroiic, experienced this at. the destiiiction of Jerusa- 
lem. The Son of Man sitting on his tlirone, gathering 
all itatUms before him, severing them niid pronouncing 
their doom, while these "gu away into everlasting 
piinishracnt, but the righteous into life eternal"— took 
place a,t the destruction of Jerusalem ( p. 240 ). The 
" holy angels " who should gather all uatioiis before 
itlio Savior, arc RoTnan armiefi ( p. 104 ) ; — heathen sol- 
diers, the armies that Christ termed " the abominiition 
fif desolation," converted by Mr. Wluttcmore into 
f ' holy angels !" 

Alniost the crowning absurdity of all, is the state- 
ment, put forth not only by this writer, but in some 
furra by all the writers of the system, that the inflictions 
bf tliese fearful throatenings arc bnt the " wise, nccos- 
■Ky, salutary ministrations of a father's kiiuluess," 
iespressioiia of "teudcrness and love" towards those 
m whom they are iiiflintod. Think of Iho combination, 
iQlus: "0 cursed children, which have forsaken the 
Tight way, I will pour out my fury upon you, I will 
take Yongeaiiee in Haming fire on you. Ye sorpQnls, 
ye generation of vipers ! how can ye escape tlic damua- 
tiou of liol!'; 1 will I'ouder to you indignation and 
irrath, trilnilatioii and anguish, with everlasting dcs- 
tructiou from my prcBCUcc and tho glory of my power; 
1 will cast you into tlio lake of itrc, and tlw iuiokc of 
yoiu' torment shall atcend up forever ana over ; and 
you shall never have forgiveness ; — aud I will do all thia 
[onto you, U children of wrath, as an expression of a 
fathers tendeniosa and love for you." — Can anything 
J)0 more horribly absurd 't E>oos it not make one slmd- 
ider to hoar sueh delirious asaortiooa ? a 
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In connexion with nil tliis wcakoess is found a course 
of singular uufaii-ueHa and iiicdiwistcm^y, rising irom 
petty quilthlcji and cqui vocations up to what it is hard 
to l)«lievc less than downright (li>sliancKly. Such paltry 
OTAHions as this arc common: Wlicu Christ solcmnljr 
varus hi» dist'.iplcs not t» I'uar those " who kill [actu- 
ally kill] tho body," hut to " fear him which is able to 
destroy hoth stiiil and body in hell," Mr. Whitkimore 
aaks, " Does it say God wi(/ destroy both siml aiid l»ody 
in hell ? No ; it says he is ahlo to do eo " — and he de- 
nies not only that God vf\l\ do it, but even that th«rft 
■was any tlangcr of liis doing it (p. 32). That is, lie 
makes Christ solemnly " forewarn '* them, not in thft I 
least to fear those who could and would deprive them 
of life itself, but to fciii' hiiu who would in no comjwv- 
ahle circumt^taiiees harm them — to fear liiin of whom 
there wjis nothing to fear — ^j-ca, to fear that he would, 
^' after he had killed,'^ (for this is the phrase of Luke) 
destroy eoul and body in a place, which, according lo 
Mr. Wliittcmorc, has no existence ! One form of 
quibbling, is to deny the future-atatc reference of oer- 
tain f-tatcmcnts, because the phraseology contains, as 
it must, idioms of tbis world. When ceaseless 8uQei> 
in^ is described, in the language of coauuon life, fts 
the having no rest " day nor iiieht,'" WhUtemore aud 
his compeers insist upon it that this phrase proves their 
suffering to ho in this world, where the eiiajipo of day 
aud night takes place ; though the last words preco<linjc 
are, " the smoke of their torment nsccndoth \v\i forever 
and ever " (p. 237). So iu Chi-ist'e tale of the rich 
man and Lazarus, though we arc distinctly informed 
tliat each had died, uud the one was in Abraham'^ 
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bosom, t!ic otlier in hcllj boing in torments, it is con- 
toiidcd thai tltis ttould nut lie in tlie otlici- world because 
the parties Lave " liodics, eyes, ears, iiugcrs ; tliey con- 
verse, tlicy reason, tliey see each other i" — a principle 
on which we oiight to deny the spii'itual uatiiro nf God 
Iiiiuaclf, because ho spcalis, iu the language uf men, of 
his eye, ear, fmgcr, hand and ai'in— reasons, converses 
and sees. In nne part of liis vohimc wc find him fram- 
ing hiilf-a-dozrn arguments I)y quoting the promise, 
"ill thee and thy seed ehall all iiations of the earth he 
bles!?cd," and injsisthii; that "fll! nations" mupt mean 
every sou and daugliter uf Adam in all lands and 
times ; and then, in the gatlierins of all nations before 
the Sou of Miin, malting' '' all nations" comprise the 
Comparative hiindful who lived at the dcstruetion of 
Jorusiilum. and were implieakd iu that event. 

A favorite device of a paltry kuid, is to inquire why 
a statement found iii one gospel is not in all the goHpcIs ; 
when one word Im enndojcd, why not some otlier ; when 
a term is uped a certain imm'ior of timet), and tliat 
pcrliaps ti liLrfro number, why uotstill mnn": aijundiuit. 
Thus, why did not Christ eay " destroy sptn'( and hody," 
rather than kouI ruid body (p. 95) ; and Mr. Whitto- 
luorc distinctly endeavors to make the impression, 
which M J'ahc* that tlie word " noid''' (■'^c/x^') does 
not, ill the Now Testamont, douolo the immortal spirit. 
And when Christ says " tlicy which phall he accounted 
worthy to obtain that world and the resurrection from 
the dead . . . shall bo equal unto the angels," — because 
the phrase '** accounted worthy," etc., is found in Luke 



* S« BoblnBon'a Lex., Art. "<pvxq." 
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Olid iiol in -Matthew and >Iark, he actually argues cliaC 
^' the M-eigtit is as two to one aj^aiiiat llic importance of 
the words" (p. too). And when the word Getienim, 
" hell," a word employed hi the Savior's time to deuota 
the place of future punislmieut, is found o-s jiiaiiy as 
ttrafcc iimes in the New Tcstiimcnt, lie iuqtnrcs if it Is 
" uot a little singular " tliat it oecm-3 no more (p. 81) 
He argues that there is no future retribution, hccause, 
as he sajs,\vlien the resnrrectioiiisineatioucd, retribu 
tion is not ako mentiouod in the samo passago ; aud 
wlieu retriUitiou, then not the rcmn-ection ; — au' 
when wo hriug jiaasages (lilto Jolm i} : 28, 29 ; Heto. 
6:2) where resurrection and rotributioa are joined In 
the meet solcnm niutnier, tlien we are met with 
astouiidinif assertion tlint the very statement, " thejf 
that- arc in their sravcs shiiU come forth " lo tlic resur- 
rection of life aud the resiUTCction of daniuation. 
*' fvrnhhf.s proof " tlmt tho immortal resurrection 
uot intended ! ! ( p.l02. ) 

Rccklossuces of meaiia is uharactorJelic. Mr. Whit- 
tciiiorc is willing to cunvcy the imprCHfioii that " soul " 
does not mean tho immortal spirit in the New Tc&lO- 
ttient, and that the teim Gehenna ( hell } was uot ap- 
plied by the Jews in the time of Olirist to denote thO 
place of iuturc piini:^hmcnL ( pp. i)d, IM). Uc Mdly 
declares that " all wi-itors acree " to one of his aseer^ 
tions, ( p. b2, ) when some of the most learned men 
like Pr. Robinson, deny that there is any cndence ft>i 
tho ftssertiou," Now lie confii-ms an interprctatio: 

*> Tlmt tliu vulk'v of Hinii»in bi^cunit) n ptacc of piuitxluiieiil, irtteial 
crituiniilt wi-n*. <riiu 11(^(1 to niiflcr ikntli liy bumtn^. Yhvi. l'> dcTOuroflkEl 
wen; kiiiilUil itivn: ill liie timu uf Kinc Josab ; iid<1 uitidei-n writcre, l&e I 
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with, '* so say tho host comiiiEMitators " ( p. 25, ) ; when. 
as inatter of fact the leader will uot be atile to find one 
wlio "so says." 

ETcry kind of device le Tiiiscnipiiloiisly adopted to 
Ijriug BumG sci^ming support of flioso ovasione. Uni- 
Tcrsalist and XJnitEma,ii authorities are mixed up intli 
eYftiigtlical ones, tlie Litter mostly of a by-goiia age 
and scholarsliip. Eveiy s[)0€ics of aid is eagerly in- 
volttiil, down to tlio ocrontnc triiiislation of WaUtjfiBld, 
aud the Douay version of ihe Roman Catliolies. One fre- 
quent resort is to catcli at whatever peculiar view 
maybe found with iiidividaals of th« mimorise iiTimher 
of evangelical expositors, and somewhat tnumphantly 
to exhibit it either as au admission of orthodoxy or as 
a justification of the view; uot a little iia though the 
Uiiivcr&alist preacher shoidfl fiame liis code of morals 
hv looking lo Jacob for falsehood, to David for adul- 
tery, to Paul aud Baruahas for conteutioii. anil to 
" "or curbing ajid swearing, with an oetasional 

iljcllishment from the lircs of Jezebel aud .Icro- 
loam. 

But there are graver doings than these. To break 
tlie force of tlie exchisivc promisus of tlic scriptures, aa 



Hnwrt, liiivp fupjiosnd, wiilioui proof, ilie; wcri.' licjrt liurniiitt iu llio 
tim« of Christ; but, m rlio contran-,*eo RoWnson'ii Le<c.,Ari. '••jirwa;" 
alau RoyM on Uiiivcrsnlioni, pp. 23, 2*. ijuottil by How- N. B- Otois*, 
p. 242, ttc. Tlie laller writer lim sliow-n ni Xaiyx llic glaring rai».«Wlc- 
RIcntK nnil iU'ivjitiyi? i^oiit'tM inmii tu of Ulilwi'gnUiilfl in rpgiu-d Id tlii» wml- 
IW, wtOtiniHiil (ij tlie iiivsi'iit lIhv. livra Wllittumoro in cni"fti-'iit"S<l W 
Btlniit ( |i. 411,) ihiit tlm Ji'wn of Chrisi.'n lime "lira wtll kiwiwri Ki liavf 
lielk'VPiI III i:iidli;nH |!imi»lini(>iit;" wliilo tlioro i« ovidencu ruiilu from tJio 
llii.li-. ilint "Oelicutio" woa tUo 8i>eci>l detij^aBtion of thai plwxi of 
IMinUlimi-iic. 
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already moiilioni^il, the iuil)q);iy man ia liis straits 
avers lliat the pliraso '* cternnl life is not iii^il t'jr tlie 
saci*e<l writftrs lo sigiiifj iiridless hlosswlnets beyond 
the p-ave," but peace lu this world ; anti yet in the < 
sanio voltinic! ilcliboriiH.'Iy ailvaucGs thri'o several argu- 
ments, foundeiJ solely ou the nse of this j>hrii«:, to 
prove the endless hlesu'diies-s of sll men bcvoud the 
grave." At oiie lime two passages of Jolm's Kt!V<:hi- 
lioii, regardijig the lake of fire, the second death and 
the pniiishineiit of liars and other wicked men, are 
referred lo the dcslnictioii of Jerusalem ; in tinother 
part of the same volume, a verse is taken out of the 
&ame description, mlclway between tlicso two, and four 
verses from cacli, to piove the blessedness of all men in 
hcavcn.f hi one place wliou his arg^imcnt rciLuirea iti 
he distinctly asserts that Christ will " como down'*' 
ami " visit the earth again bodily at the rcsurrcctUnt 
of the dead ;" in all other ptn-tions of ids book, as his 
nccerfHilies rcfjuire, he rernsos to recognize any sudi 
" comin;; of Chriat — it "took place during the apo8- 
tolie age."} When a man does siich things, can bo da 

• P. Hn, nu<) 95, 4C, 53. 

tP^. 32X ii', ^4.1, iiml p. M. Alk!«ion Iim lienn miule Co tJtese 
MUCi. iiiirl ciUicTi; iikc tficm. cUuwluirv ; lint I wiilinjtiy, liy ttprtalt'il ref- 
erent?, fail diNliiicC 11,11.1'iilHin ii-i ilicsvi driimxliTistio i)iO<"("Inw< f)f TJaU 
TcrsiJiiiiii. Lee ibo lionet I ailbtircuu of the vyojaai auc what " Guides " 
tJiey foUow. 

{P. 36. "Uu liiul immuiti^'I into dio honran* bodilj-; the iieavcns 
would contnin him ii]l lli« limc!' of tlto rcflltutioB ; and Uicii \v: yvwAH 
lioillly vUit (lie mnti n^j.iiii. Kow when shall bo vUet thu uanli nunin 
bodily ? Aiuwer. At llio remiruetion nf die (kiul." Or the oihiT tiitnil, 
fiocpp. IW, 123, 195, 186.180 — 192. "Tliccomiue of tW Lu«l look 
plate, a» we liavc Hniil, •luriiiy tlic u|iciitoli(^ »gc." " Tlif iimiiiiu t)f tliu 
Soa of Miui will) liii Lin^fcU. titiik pluct' ■liiriiiy tJie nniursl lim of enmr 
efihegcuentiODllKuoiicuth." P. IS9. 
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!t 111 igiioraiico ? Aud can he he an honost teacher of 
_<5od's truth ? 

Such is tlie Bourse of trfiatmoiit tlint fills two hun- 
dred pages witli its worrjiiign i>f tlio won! of Qoil. I 
liave not tiiod to answer it. I have oaly set it naked 
before jou. Fairly before you, I wu willing to leave 
thent both — the majestic, clear, and awfnl voice of 
God, declaring the cLernal doom of llio uni-cpentant 
sinner — and these poor pitiful perversions, ami con- 
temptible evasions. 



My hearers, you have heard for yourselves the state- 
ments of God's own month. Yon can judge whether 
ihey have any meaniii}!'. If Lliey do not affirm tlic 
mo»t fearful vengeance of (lud — if Hiey do not dc- 
tho eternal punishment of the wicked, how, let 
'me appeal to yourselves, how can language lie so fram- 
ed OS to dcdare it ? (Jau yon invent mori; intense or 
varied phraseology ? If this language can bo broken 
down, could not any forms into wliicli language can be 
wrought, be also set aside? Nay, do imL the first prin- 
ciplcB whieli Universahsm lays down, noccpaitiile the 
crusliiiig out of future imnishiiieut from tlic word of 
God, at all haaarde 'i As spocinieiis of iult-rprntHtion, 
arc not theMfitiniHtruntions which I bavo ijucUcd, ci)ii al- 
ly doppieabic in thomsclvcs, and insulting to the word 
of God ? l)u they not uscrihe f.<» God a rec-klosMnoss 
and even swaggering of eiieecli, such as is to bo found 
only among the lowCKt class of men — tho ungodly and 
profane ? And must not the hope of eternal life, 
rCMtK only on. tho cspcctation of tiudiiif^ the 
Bible a tissue of inflated exaggerations, aikd 
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gross citravaganL'Cs of* speccli, siwrting with tlie fean 
of the great imiss of men in all ages, — of iiiniing a lie 
III tlie mouth of God,. ami tlie trutli in tho mouth of 
such hitcrpreters as tliKse — must it not be the frailest 
of all bi-okcii reeds, perisliing like the s]jiilei''3 web at 
the giving up of the ghost ! 

I have roaJ of one who hung down a preciiiicc, sus- 
tained by a single strand of a parting cord— of one cast 
forth in mid-occau ou a aolitar/ plank — and of odo 
who was seen flouting in a slender skiff on the bnnk of i 
Niagara, and sltoiniug every sliiew till it was ready to 
snap, in the struggle against that foarful ciu'reut; — 
and J tliiuk their prospects cheering, andliopcful oven, 
beside liis whose only hope of heaven rests ou turning 
back the dreaiU'til tide of cicrnal wrath that licuvcSj 
and foams, and dashes, through tlie word of the liring 
G«»d. " Tlie water shall overflow theii- hlding-jtlace — 
their covenant with death shall be disamnUled, and 
their agreement with hell shall not stand." 





LECTURE FOURTH. 

Tim milVERS^tLIST AHGUMKNT, AFFIRMATIVE. 
SCRIPrUItE CITATIONS, 

Sluttliew IV : 5, 6, 7. Then the devi! Wketh him op iuto the I10I7 city, 
and sptleth him on a pinaacle of tlis lecnplv, ami saitli unW litm, If 
Aon 1)13 llie Son of Qod, ciist lliysulf Gown : for it is tt'nttPJi, lie shall 
glT«Iii« iingels charge toiioeniiiii^ [ho«; anil in their linuda thoyah-iH 
(loav tliii! uj>, lest at any time thou litL^h ihy foot ftgniiii u. stuno. Josus 
said imto liira, Ii. la wTiili?-ii nguin, Thou shall not tempt tliQ Lord tliy 
Go<i. 






TIic ni'ch-cnemy of souls coiiM not only deny, for 

niiQ of our great ancestor, the plajiicat teachings 
of God ; bo even nuote J Hcriphire to our Savior, to cut 
off tlie only hope of a ruined "race. 

lu the preceding discourse, [ exposed the altcmpte 
of Univorsalists to break down those Scriptures wliicli 
speak of future pnnislimciit — a rock againi^t whioli they 
ceajiclessly l>eat, and fall in spray. I quoted, without 
comment, a. portion of that appalling array of Scrip- 
ttu'o ttjf'timnny ; I showed you, from standard Univer- 
salist wiiUMs, the avowed determination to destroy all 
such testimony ; and gave you specimeuH, quoting vol- 
nmo a«d pago, of the absurd and somotimcs dishonest 
methods in whicli that dotcrmui-atiou is can-icd out. I 
now proceed to consider, 

n. The attempt to bring Scripture proof for the 
doctriuo of Universal Salvation. 
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The passngcB of Scriphire (uldiiced liy Univcrsalietsj 
lo sufituiii Llicir spttciu arc nsitallf very few htdeod.j 
Bomcliuies tbcy adopt a more ambitioue course ; pai 
ilicii the tcxLs are mostly of tha rrdltiwiiij* kinds i\ 
First. cerLaiu pa-saages wUicli declai-o God's love, mercy, j 
or parental goodness, only, and t^iiy not a word on thfl 
qncstion ai issue : passai^s, tliercfoi-c, iftterly irrelevant, ' 
but which tlicy attempt to force iiito thrir service by 
an inference ;— being a luei-ciful God, say lliey, he will 
not pniikh forever. Secondly, certain papsajfcs which 
speak tif the greatuesa of Cluist's worli, or (be suffi-, 
cicney of his atonement, but which have no bearing or 
ttio fiuci«tiuu whctbei- all the iudlridaaU of the humaaj 
race will avail themselves of il, and l>o saved by it; 
passages, moreover, wliicli Ihei/ are wholly precluded , 
from using, because they distiiietly deny that Ohnst^B 
came to Mive men from any other evils than those of 
the present Ufa. Thirdly, certain passages winch speak 
of the sprear3 of the gospel tlirengh the earth. Fourthly 
certain passages which teaeh the universal doninhn ofi 
God and Clirist over willing subjects and eonqaercd 
Tcbeh ; ajid which they a^snine, against the expres 
statements of Scripture, to be only over willing sub- 
jects. Fifthly, a few passages dcseriptivu of the final 
state and blessedness of the righteous, which tliey \iO- 
loiitly wrench fi'Oin thoii* connexion and ajjply to alt 
men. 

Tiiore may be a few passages not covered by this' 
description; but it comprises tho great mass of Ihar 
fiuripliire roferoiicos, at their utmost exUint. Most of" 
them have palpaldy no refcreneo to final happiiicbii m. 
lieavon, and scarcely a doKeii have any appearance of 
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In truth, Mr. Cobb, Mr. WilUamsoJi am) Mr. 
Moore, catitiously abstain from tlio attempt to ailtluoc 
TO than six or oiglit passages of ficripturc to this 
Iiijiiit, and Botiie of these wide of tlio mark. Tlmj- 
preFer to rest tlio case cliicfl/ on gciiflral roaHoning, — 
ica.soiiiiig» of their own. TIilh, indeed, is tlic inora 
iliary range of tho Uuis'crsali?! argLimoot. 
Mr. Wliitteinorc, however, is more ambitious, U" uot 
.ore wiao ; and ho attempts to mauufacturo a " hun- 
dred arguments" from tho scriptures, in faver of tho 
final liohiic-ss and happiness of all men. TJieso argu- 
ments, aftcv hiiviiig boeo some years in circulation, 
were rotoudied by thoir author to liis satis-faction, and 
incorporated in tho stereotype edition of his Plain 
Guide. To sliow you how despcrfite and forlorn is 
most ambitious of attempts to frame •' scnjjturg 
Tgmueiits," I will follow* him aomcwhat closely 
through ■ And 1 tirmk you will observe us 1 proceed, 
th&t the wreneUing prouess is quile as violent in its 
cndortvors to force the fmal linppiiies3 of all men into 
.CSC passages, as in its labor to expel tliu doctrine of 
tupo puiiishmeuL from tho class we have already con- 
side red. 

The lihapler in entitled : 

*^W/iat evidences do Imiversalists adduce frtm. tke 
scriptures in support of their belief in the eventtuU 
holiness and happiness of nil men ?" 

" Evidenc* from the Scriptures,*' is the word ; no let 



• Tlii* rniinw; wilt nl llic amiie timR iniiet tlie Sc'ri|Hiiro (|itoUitioiia or 
Ollipr wriRTa, wlit«li nru all included in Mr. WhiilonBoro'* greater 



98 



UECmtES ON CSrVEKSAUBM. 



it lip. Not inferences, not declamntions nbout wliat 
God must: ih, boeaiLse ho is no j;ooil mid wise — and so ^j 
on ; liut what he says ha will do — not what Mr. Wtnt'^f 
temorc sayw, but wbat God sayn. Sof?, tlion, after rtie '' 
great chaiupioii liH-s ransacked tlic Bible, and remod- 
elled and etcri30t;ped hie argument, let iis see what he 
brings (IS. 

Argumi^nt No. 1 contains this text of scripture^ 
" He hath mode of one Mood all niitioiis of men, for to 
dwell on the face of all the earth." Mr. Wluttemore 
has indeed added half a j^age of Ciiivorsalisl talk about 
God's "beiicvoleiice," Uit wo are listening for scrip- 
tui-e and not Whittcinore, and here is the solitary 
scripture. And what does it teach 'i Sinijily the coi 
mon origin of the whol« human family. Of their des- 
tiny here or liereafter, not a word, not a shadow of aa 
implieation.. So vanisheH numher one. 

Number 2 is like onto it. " Have we uot all one 
Father'; Hath not one God crcHted us?" OertJiinly; 
a most important truth : but havint; no more refei«n 
to final salvation, than to iniant baptifm. 

Number Jt. *' BehobI all souls aae mine, saitli the 
Lord ; as llic soul of the father so also the soul of tlie 
son iii mine." " 'Flic eni-tli is the Lord's and the ful- 
ness thereof ; the world !Hid they that flwell therein." 
'iliiit i;^ Lo say, God is the owner of all men aud all 
things: liow ha will dispose of them, w« learn else- 
where — those who ref'us(! tg aekiiowletijic his uuUtorityf 
he will punish. 

Nnrabcr4. *' Ask of nic, and 1 will give thoc Iha 
huatlicn for tliiuc inheritance and tho uttermost 
of ilie earth for thy possession" (Ph. 2:8. ) «' 
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Paflier iDVoth tlic Sou and liatb givou all things into 
Ins hand " ( John 8:33). Tho first of tlicse pjissaf^cs 
declares Lhe spniad of Christ's f^uspul and power tfirough 
this earth ; tlio very next verse ass.erting that his ene- 
mies he will break with a rod of iron, and dasli them 
I ' in pieces like a potter's vessel," — a verse which Mr. W. 
discreetly omits to quote. The other verse, as the seii- 
teuce before it shows, simply declares the eommitmeiit 
of all gifts and grace iuto Christ's hands; or the in- 
vestment of Iiim witli all (jualificatiojis and authority 
for the fulfilment of his mission, as when he says, '* All 
power is given unto mc in heaven aad earth." This 
Tcrsc also s^taiida in a comicxioii most inifortnnate lor 
Univei-salism. The next verso reads thus: "He that 
bclievcth OIL tlie Sou hath everlasting life ; and he that 
believcth not the Sou shall not scs HfC) but the wrath 
of God ahidcth on him." 

Numbers. "ThoTi hast gi^eii him power over all 
flcpli, that he should give eternal life to aa many jib thou 
hast givcu liirn." Precisely sii: ho will give eternal 
life to those very persons whom the Father hatil given 
hiiu ; and to no more. 

Number 6. "All that the Father hath given mo 
shall emtio to mo, and him that eomctli to ine, I will 
in no wise cast out." A precious ae>^urance indeed, to 
*^ those irka ramc " unto Christ; " he will in no wise 
ca£t out." But alas for the multitude that will not 
come. 

N'ow, as the passages soparatuty contain uo intima- 
tion of Unircrsal salvation, the author tries a little 
leKci'dcmaiu upon them. Two of these detached pas- 
sagcs he joins together, dcllbci'atcly ^xirvcrts the litet 
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of them, fi(«ifloiis tlift poiTftrsioii Mith an uiitnitli, and 
Ihon draws oat Unirorsalism from tlic mixture. — 
Thus: " Tlic I'athcr lovctb the Son, and Iiath given all 
tliiiips into his hands;" "All tliat (h« Fallicr giveth 
me shall come to me, and him that comcth to me, 1 
will in no wist' cast out." 8ajrs Mr. W., *' ' all things ' 
hero means all intelligent beings. So say the best 
commentators.*' Ho sums up thus : "All arc given; 
all shall come ; none shall bo cast out." Now, all this 
is founded on (ho mo»t reeltlc!;s assumptions. First, 
tho glaring and monHtrous perversion t\\iit"H\l things" 
hons mcims all intet/iffcnt beings, neither raoi-o nor less; 
for if it include anything moiva, or if it mean Hiiyttung 
different, as it luiqucstiouably doesi, such as nil jiower, 
authority, fuhiOBSt, grace, gifts, or blossiugs, the ar- 
gument is absurd. Another grosa Eop1)i»try is tfaa 
asauroption that if " tJihiffs" were intelligent hcinge, 
tliay could bo givcji into llio Savior's iLiiids or sub- 
jected to bis autliority, only for the purpose of saWng 
them; — an assrimplioii contradicted in the very verso 
that follows — " Ho that believoth not on the Son slioll 
not BOO life, but the wrath of God abidcth eti him." 
Conscious of weakness, Mi-. Wliitteuioic tries to 
stronglhcn his position witli brass: "Ho say the best 
commentators," heavers. Whei-eaK, if yuii can find a 
solitary conimeatator who so sa)"s, you will bo more 
8»cc(;HsfuI than 1 Imve been. Evun a brother TTjiivers- 
alist lias feljuked him for this perversion and nntruth.* 
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* Kvr. W. 8, Preiieli, in the Goflprl Bnniia', Aug. 5, HH*, ( qnoud 
hy W. D, 0«>rKC,) write* tlju»: "TIils is a TiivarlM text wiih some lo 
prove our ilortrtii'R. Bat ioas it linv>> tlio i^ost, tlie fiujiiMi nfi^nKW to 
il T )[>« not " nJI tiling* " dviivle ibv pwwsr girwi to CLirist, or Bvefj- 
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hare explained these passajios s^jriously as tliey 
deserve. .Still I ouglit to remind you that for Mr. 
Whittemore to ndducc these passages concerning 
Cbrist'e work tmd eternal life, in proof of final salvation, 
is iQ liini a trick, a ilouLilo triek ; for he informs us 
( on p. 140 ), tliat tliQ pliraso '* eternal life " " ia not 
used hy the sacrod writers to signify endless blcBEod- 
nesd beyund t!ie grave," and (on pp. 2.33 aud 254) 
that " tlic e^nls from which Jesus eame to save men 
are in tliis world." 

Number 7 coiittiins ft test which is constantly heard 
from the adpocates of Univci-salism: " AVlio will have 
all men to be sav.ed and come unto the knowledge of 
the truth?" 1 Tim. 2: 4. Univers-aliste insist upon it 
that this expresses God's absolute determhiation. But 
is it 90 ? No. The very language employed, refiitae 
them. It simply ospTCBses God's benerolcnt desire, 
not his iiTesistible will. The phrase "will have" is, 
in the original, smiply wishes or desires, aud commonly 
80 translated in the New Toslameut. Thus, Lnhe 8 : 
20, " Thy mother and thy hretliren stand witliout, 
desiring^ to see thee." It is sometimes differently 
traiiHlated, but with the same meauLng; thus. Matt. 



tJunf; nui^'Csi^iu'y Tir lUu avmmplUliuimil ii{ tiis woi'k^ Doeft uot the 
coiitt'xt ri'(|uire thU txiiliiuatiiin ! And jot a rcrtiin hnok ( (huHe, 
p. 2?, ) har it thmt ' nil ihin)!" ' hprc mciin? all iniolligfiiit Mngs. So saj- 
the beat comiiii:nUiloM.' Tlioae licut commcntnlors uro lieyotid our 
knowlecljje; jet (riuia(!'li am at hand to bear «ro>ilniry lestimonj."— 
Am) Mr. Frtbiieh pitun n^^aiiist it, " Seott, Clurkc, t'aijifibuLI, Blnomfidil, 
Livcrruon:, Tliolii'-k;" Mr. (leiiij^ aild^^, "UeitiT', Boiiaon, Wtislnj." 
To tlivsc muy be niiikd, Ciilvin, Buniea, Rowtiiiiatler, Kuiiiufl. Olahau- 
«en. lie Wetie, aud Jacuibiui. S^ucb is the luintrsl/ nf u IToivenaliiit 
c1utoi|ibn. 
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15 : 28, " woman, prpat h thy faith, l>o it unto thee 
oveu &s thuu wilt,'" i. c. desiriist. Every ]ktsou who 
has the slightest kiiowlcdgu of the Greek langiiage, 
knows that liere the words of ihc oiigiiml* would be 
exactly given thus : " Wlio wishes all racu>to be saved." 
Tlie text expresses, therefore, God's bcmcYolcnt desire 
or disposition, as when he sajs, " that thou hadst 
hearkened unto ray command incuts ;" and whiui OirixL 
wept over Jerusalem, and said, " How often would I 
[willed, or desired— -ior it is tlic same word as l)cfor«J 
have gathered your childi'cu together, and ye would 
not. Beliuld your house is loft unto you desolate." 
To assert, tlierefore, that tlie tcit before ua.doelarcs 
God'a detcrmi nation, or irresistihle will, ia doing open 
violence to the words which Paul wrote. But God'a 
merriful disposition, his deairo that all men might be 
saved, is wonderfully displayed in the whole jihuj of 
redemption, aiul the invitations of the gospel ; yet 
luultitudes clearly do not come to a kiiowleilge of tbu 
truth, — and reject his ealvalion. *' Vc unfl iioi come 
unU) mt:,'' said ()]iri.st, "tliat ye might have life."! 

Arguments Ko. 8, 9, 10, 11, have no hearing what 
ever on the iiucftioii of final salvation, but rtiler to tho 
general theological doctrine Ihat God's will, or settled 
determination, is to he accomplished. Tho Scriptures 
quoted are these; in No. 8, " thy will be done;" "I 
exhort therefore that first of all, supplicatious, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks bo made for all 
men." Xo. 9, " My moat is to do the will of him that 

• Tli(! wonis nro, iSsiti ifw&i/pat. 

1 1 wiiivd th6 .'|iic«lii>nd, wlit^tli>:<r " nlC luVtt " li«t« mCMrd iiU imlividtudi, 
oroU oluKsus of niuii ; luid vrliutlii-r ">avcd"]u]reri;fi;ni|ij tiiiol »lTUion. 
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me, and to finish his work," *'Lo I como to do 
hy will, O (JitJ." No. 10: '■ llw doeth according to 
liis will in thcj army of heaven and among the iiiliabit- 
ants of tlio cartli ; and nono can stay Iub liand or say 
mito him wliat. doest thou ?" No. 11 : "■ He is in ono 
lind, and who can turn liim T' 
Now. iiono of us doubts that G-od's determination, 
tlie fixed docisions of liis will, are siiruly to be accom- 
iplbhcil. The qvestinu is, bas God absoliitply deter- 
fcminecl that all men sh«ll he saved ? And tliese general 
lotations about God's will being accomplishod, have 
10 more to do with tliat question, tUaci with the rtitnrn 
>f the .Tews to the IJoly Land. Tliey require no 
comment. 

Number 12 quotas two passages, one describing one 
God's attributes, the other the rule of ChriBtiam 
itercourse among mon. Tlie first h " Ood Is love ;" 
|tlic second, " love worketh no ill to liis neighbor." — 
lMl-. W., however, omits the last three words, in order 
that tlie passage may seem to lie a description of God's 
dealings: and [n'obably having confidence that his 
readers wotild never discover the omiasiou. But sep- 
arately or together, these passages do not touch tho 
(jiioiition of final salvation. 

Number 13 contains this part of a sentence ( Jolm 
16), "^For Ood so loved the world that he gave his 
ly begotten Son ;" — hero Mr. W, anests the quotation, 
will merely finish the sentence, and leave him to 
lake tlic mo3t of it. *' For God bo loved the world 
ho gave his only-hegotten Hon, that whosoever 
lievelb in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing liio." 




104 



LBCTOKBS ON ONlVERSALraM. 



No. 14 oontaiiiH an allusion totlic jiassago, (Luke 
85,) where our hoavcnly Fatlicr in spoken of as Itcing 
kiud to Ibo unthankful and eril ; i. o., as it ia ghen 
more fully in Matt, h : 45, " lie caiiscHi his suii to rise 
on tlioiu, fliiiJ eeudeth rain ou them," in tliis life. No 
shadow of rcfcrcneo to a future life. All thi?, alas, 
will Llicn Lti changed. 

No. IS a&serts that Oo<i is wise, but quotes no scrip- 
turo except that piece of n sentence, " love worketh no 

ai." 

No. 16 takes James 3 : IT, a verse that descril>es. the 
" Tvisdom from above" iu a pious man, culls out of the 
whole TCTBC, the two phrnses, " full of mercy" audi 
'* without partiality" or inranffling', and applies thorn 
to God; — and then infers the doctrine of Uuivereal 
Salvation. 

No. 17. "As Hive," saith the Lord God, "I have no 
pleasure in the deatli of tlic wicked." Y as," no pleasure" 
in it, he says, — -just iw he huys again, " I liuve no plea- 
sure in the death o(him tliafdieth" — him that actually 
dicth. The poor man dies — liut God has no pluasure 
in it, and the wail of liis word floats ovor the gult^ — ^"^Oh, 
lliat thou liadst hearkened!" 

No. 18. " Tliou luist ercatoil all things, and for thy 
pleasure tlicy are and. wero created." A very plain 
scrtptui-ti Initli, that God made Bueli a world as itplooB- 
cd him to make; hut nothing of man's fulni-e dt>sti[iy. 

No. IH. " The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his lmn(l,"Is. 53: 10. Doulitless it shall; hut shall 
all men he saved? Tliat is the (piestion. 

No. 20. ".So shall my woi-d t>o that jjoeth forth out 
of my month ; it t.hall not return luito me void ; hut it 
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'mil accomplish tlmt. wliich I please, and it shall pros- 
per in the thing whereto I sent it," Is. 5ii : 11. The 
whole par^sagn roads thus ; " As the rain coinctU down 
artd the snow from heaven, and rclurneth not thither, 
hut wa-tcicth the e;irtli and niiikptli it bring furth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the suwor ami bread to 
the eater, so mhall my ward ho." Docs it say, tho thing 
wliioh God ploascsj is that all tnon he saved, however 
they may neglect the blesping thus poured out. i'fom 
Iieaveu? Not so. A'l' the rain, so shall my word be. 
Human neglect may rnii^tratc both blesffiiigs. The 
I ntiti of licavcn may canse the fidd of tlio slothful to 
I bring forth but thorns, and briars, and noxious woeds, 
I " High unto cm-sing" (Uch. G:8). So the word of 
L^Ood, appoiutcd for a *' savor of life unto life," becomes 
^^ " savor of death imto death."' No text could hotter 
^^■eacli the iitili-spoiimblc necessity of human exertion, 
^"^coucurring with the divine favor. The same text, re- 
peated, forms argument No. 53. 

Number 21 contains this passage: V Having made 
known tmto us the mystery of his will, nL-cociiing to 
hie good pleasure which lio liJith purjioeod in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fnltioss of times he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
whieli are iu heaven aud which are on earth, even bi 
him." Eph. 1 :9, 10. Now, the Universalist miglit 
driiw support from the latter part of tliis passiigo, pro- 
vided ho might roeouiitruet the two chiuf ]tIu'Uties ou 
which the whole meaning turns, so that instead of 
" gather UigeLber in one " it should read, meike blessed 
in heaven, and instead of*' all things," all men. With- 
out that privilogi! it can yield hiin nu help. For if tha 
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all things both which are in heaven and 
on ("arth," liis Uikf.n liUtrally :iuil n'illioul 
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phrase, " 
which m-c 

njstmtiou, it designates tlio wliolo creation, Aniinate j 
and inaiiiraate. la that. i;;isu — olisorving the spKiiinl 
and double cmpiiasis which this verse lap on Oluiat— 
UiQ most that coiih) he signified hy " gathering in one^ 
[t. c. under one head] all things in CIn-ist," woidd he 
the CJialtation oi' Christ to dominion over tlie collective 
universe, thin[^s animate and innuimuto, friends and 
foes. The passnge would then correspond vrith the^H 
statement uf verse 20th in the same ehaptcr — '' haUi ^fl 
set him [Christ] at his own right liand in the heavenly 
places, Tar aliove all priueipalily and power and might 
and domiulon, and evciy name that is named, not onljrj 
in this world, hut also in that which is to cirnie; ai 
hath put aU thi/i^s under ku feet.^' 

Tint there is a closer union than that in whieh the 
whole uniTcrso participates : the perfect union of 
Oluiat's friends, which lie contemplated when he saidi 
" I pray for tli^ciu; I pray not for the werlil, hnt foH 
tlicni which thou hast given me .... Ncitlier pray Ij 
for these alone, bat fur them also which shall bclievo^ 
on me through their word ; that tiiev all may haouc."i 
Now, if we restrict this phrane "all things," in tbo! 
text, wc may not do it arbitrarily, Imt in aceordanCQ' 
with other Bcripture and the contest. Ho will thei» 
*' gather togfthi'r all things" that an; to be g-alhcred, 
"■ all tlda^j-B in Christ," holy heiugs ; " both which iire^n 
in heaven and which are on earth." — One dark world,^H 
t!ie world of hell, lian no part in that miioa. But 
Christ will gather in one happy and haimonious whole,, 
one triumphant church, of whiuh he ie the hoad, th{ 
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sflitifs ill linaveii and sniiils on eaTtli, Gcnlile tiiid Jew 
alike. TIiur, iu tlio 22(1 verso, God '• Imth put all 
things under liis foet, antl giveu liim to bo head over all 
things to the diurrh, which la his body." 

Wlictlicr talicii, tliorefore, in aimurcstrii!toi.l or a res- 
ictod sense, wliother dcdariiifj tlie giithei'iiig of tlie 
whole Uiiivcriic under Clirist, as King, or of tlio wliole 
CItnrL'hnndorhiin,as Iload, the iGxthas nothing for l.'ni- 
versalimi. As Monarch, lie will reign overa harmonious 
empire, and ■' break in pieces Ills enemies with a rod of 
iron ;" as ITeail oyer all things to ihe Clmrcli, lie will 
gather them into a perfect union, even aceoixliii"; to 
his prayer while oil earth. Which of these views is 
prominent, it is not easy pcrltnps to say. Tn the 21st 
ami 22ii verses of tlio chapter both vii^ws seem to be 
combined. 

Ktimbcr 22 cites four verses. (Is. 14 : 24, 27 ; 40 : 
11 ; Eph. 1 : 11) declaring only the certainty of Giid'e 
purpo'»cs in general, anil therefore leqiiiiing uo com- 
ment. 

Number 23 cites the |)romiso to Abrnhain, (Gen. 
12:3) elosing tJius: " In thee shall ull the lamilios of 
the earth be blesHod ;" and (0 en. 22 : 18) " in Uiy seed 
shall all tlic nations of the earth lie lilcMaed." 

Number 24 is the repetition of the saniu proiniso to 
Isaac, Gcii. 2G : M. 

Number 25, the refKJtUioii of it to Jacob, Geu. 28 ; 
14. 

Nuniljcr 25, the ^notation of it by Peter, Acts 3 : 

25, ay. 

Number 2*, tho quotation of it by Paul, Gal. a : 8. 
Number IS7 is also, Wrtually, a repetition ol the 
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«amd promise ; making tl*e sixtli use of the same ma- 
tijrial for a scparale " arj^iimoiit." 

Tho iHissngci itself very oljvionsly declares tlic exteii- ^ 
liion of the gos[)d blcssiiig^ to all nations on tlie carth]fl| 
huth .Ii;w and (Sciitilc ; but utters not an intimatioii^^ 
coiiccniiiit? the finiil sulvntidii of every uliild of Adam, 
ill Heaven. To go no further for evidence, the apoa 
ties Peter luid I'uii], in lliu veiy jpasMnfiiiKfuioted, (Aoi 
3:21) fiiid {ial. 8:8) oloarly tcaeh that llie fulfilinenl 
of that (H'omiso was taking place when Clirist's gospel 
was preached " to the Jews first," and when the saanflHJ 
offer of ju^tilicatioii ''through faith" wok {irocloimedm 
to tho " heathen." " They which arc of the faith, the 
same ni'C the children of Aliraham. And the Scrir 
ture foreaeeiiig that Ood would justify the hcathc 
through faith, ijrcachcd boforc the gospel unto Abl 
ham, eayiiig, fn tltee r<ball all nations be blessed. So 
then, ;Af,y which be o/./VnVi are blessed i^-ith faithfn 
Abraham. And if yo are Christ's, then are yc Abr 
ham's iJoeJ, and heirs ac-conlw^ to the promise.*' (Oal. 
3:7, «,y,2;i.) This is sutficiontly distiuct. Whil^l 
the blL'Sjsmj;^ of Abruliuiu, tlie bles&lngd of Christ, aro^l 
to bo proffered to all nations, these blcssuigs sliall be 
actunfli/ Tf^pfd only by thns^e individnafs who 
Christ's, who are of the faith ; (My we *' heirs accort 
iug to the promwe." There is no Universal ism here.' 

Number 28 contains this soUtary scriiiture: 
theluw, tben,n}i;ainstthepromiBOSof Ood?" Gal. 8:211 
But as this ban no more connection with tho qucslicm 
than hiLs tlie first verso of Oonosis, I pass it. 

Xuiiiber 29 contahis a favorite passage. Is. 45 : 23j 
34. **I have sworn by my»elf, tho word is gone o» 
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of my month in rigliteousiiess ami sltall not return, 
tliat i!iUo me evi_>iy knee ehall bow, every tuiigue sliall 
swear. •Siii'cly sliall one say, la the Lord have I riuht- 
eousiiess aiul strength." Hero the UniTei's.ili!,t quota- 
tion always cligurectly stops ; hut let us I'cad straight 
ou, and the passage explains itself; "Even to him 
sliall mcAi come; aiid all thai arc iiicc-nited- (i^-ai/ixf him 
shall bf. ashamed. Iti the Lord sliaU the xecd of IsratI 
be jitali/!.cd, and shall glory." 

This, then, d-eclaies the final and open ficltTiowlodg- 
mcitt of God's iiseeiidaiiey and dominion — Ills undispu- 
ted sway over friends and foes. ALl " that arc incensed 
against liiin," shall be "ashamed and coufomulod," (as 
it is expressed just below); *■' the seed of Israel" (the 
spiritual seed) " shall glory." Paul has told us wlieii 
that grand aitd solemn time phall be. lie quotes this 
very passage (Uoui. 14 : 10, 11, 12,) as a dcelanition 
of the day of final judgment. He eays, " "We fhall 
all fitaud heforc the judgraontrseat of Christ. For it 
18 written, As I live, saith the Lord, every kuee shall 
bow tn me and every tongue shall lonfefs to God. So 
THEN," iie adds, " every one of us shall give account of 
luinsulf to God." Yos, IViend and foe, we shall all 
stand before that judginunt-eeat, and. willing or nnwil- 
liug, every knee shall he made to bow, and every 
toiiguo, eveu those tliat deidod him oii earth, coiistraiiicd 
before that awful throne to coufoss that .Icsus (Ihrist is 
Lord. Kve» uu earth, the devils were forced to con- 
fess that Jesus was the Iloly One of God. Jlultiludcs 
of men now defy his claims. But in tliat day, none 
will )ie able to dcay the authority, or »taud beluro that 
mighty power, , 
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Nuiulier SO. " AVlmt he had proiuisei.1 lie was iililo tc 
porroriii-*' Rdiu. -1:21. This tt-^ct, in itt^ ciHiiioxtoii, 
doclarcB God's ability to give to Abi-almm a son, Isaaci^ 
BS iiQ hiul pi-omiNed. Another paKHU|i;(!, mice i]uuUk 
already, — " liouc con stay his liuiid or s»y unto 
what doest thou ?" — also dodaras God'si miglily powerJ 
and says etiually little of final salvation. 

Niimhor ;U. '* Who gave hiinsnlf a inriKoiii fwr nJl."| 
" Tliat he hy the grace of fiod should taste death foi 
CTory man." "He isllic {)i'0])iliatti)ii for otiritins; aad 
not for GUI'S oaly, hut also for tlie sins of the wlioll 
world." 1 Tim. 2 ; (i ; Hel. 2:9; 1 John 2 : 2. Waiv- 
ing the inconsistency, agahi, of Mr. Whittcmore'sqi 
ting Christ';? work to |>n>vi! GniU salviitinn," — these 
passages sUiijily dt'clare the frecuess and huiricieiicv of 
that work ; it is iiniplc, all-sufTutiniit. All mca mij. 
ho savHil 1j_v it ; hut will they ? Of this there is no! 
nil uuinitition. jm 

So wc say, in this city there arc free scliools for th^^l 
thorough edncjition of ail the cliihlren— they arc pro- ' 
vidfid for every ehikl — not for our diildi-eu only, but 
for the whole multitude of children, native and forciguJ 
But live they all in tlio schools V — will yvcry one o| 
ihem be educated? Alas, not lialf of them, j»erhaj 
aiti kept in those skIiuoIs, not one in i'onr will receive 
their full lienefit. Christ died for the whole worldj 
thflt."wli030ftver hulioveth on him might luivc etemi 
life." ISut he said to some, " Ve will not conio udI 
me that yo might have life." Ho gave himself a " i 
Bom for all ;" hut his apostle tolls of those who <* < 
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eLowl tlisLt lumght nioiu,aud Ijriiig upon tliomsolvea 
I Bwift destruction." The offers of morcy are mudo to 
all ; tlie jtromises of mercy, ouly to those who aeoept 
I the ufTcns. 

I Naiiibcr S2. "He shall sec of thu travail ol' hin 

1 soul iitid he satisficil," Is. 63: It. Kntiroly wide of 
tlie point. "Amll, if I be lifted up from the oarth 
I will dmw uU men iinti.i mc," John, 12 : S2. Tiiis is 
very far from declariiij;- that lie will ln-iiig all men to 
heaven, and give thcin eternal life, Ciirist elsewhero 
defines, to wiioin this " lifting up " of Inntself shall 
bring eteninl blessedness. Listen ; " And as Moses 
was lifted up in the wiUlcrnoBS, even so shall the Son 
( of Man be lifted up, tliat wfimocver hdievefk in kirn 
^^should not ijerish, but Imvo eveiiasting life," Jobu, Jj : 
^^pi, IJ). Tlie text, tlion, neither asserts nor implies 
^^^he final salvation of all men. Its statement is in 
itself somewhat vague and indeterminate ; and as ita 
connexion is abnipt, its actiial reference has been di- 
versely understood. Tlie previous words iire these ; 
' Now is the judfjuicut of this world ; now shall the 
i-iiice of tills world be cast out." 
If wc understiind Christ to say tliat he is now hrwik- 
iug the hithcito niidispittcd sway of .S^tan, and attract- 
tiig the human raco toward tiiiiirielf: or that by his 
B lie will open a way whereby all men may come 
'in iiiin, and he \\'ill draw nieu nf all elassesand mitions; 
either view woidd meet all the demands of this hriuf 
passiige and the feriptiire mode of statctiient. The 
■ scnplurc, it is adinittod en all liaiids, employs i-un-ent 
fonas of speech, wilhout alTcctiiiff useless and Ibnnal 
niceties of cxiircssiun. Where general and even uui- 
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versal jihra^ioloi^y has {gained a standing n»lj-ictionJ 
hy universal u»igc and perfect utidci'stnjtding, tha i 
sacrod writers do not hciiitate to employ it. AU writ-j 
ere tir speakers do so. Ijanguage just like this, i& ustd! 
of Cliri^t in J»lin, iJ : i^(>; " IfdiuM, tlic sanio bai>ti/x:llt 
and ali >aen come to him." It dues uot mean, (as tsl 
pcrfwtl/ uiidcr»t<)i)il,) that 07017 I't^rso" i'l tlio world 
or iu Judea camo to him ; Imt that he was the object] 
of gcucrdl) or, as vro often say, vnhcrsal, interest. $oA 
in tho text, Christ tkclarcs liimscU'the object of gene- 
ral or universal nttrautioii, without at oU iiiipaiviug his 
other etatomonte conceriiiug thoce who will uyt rocfitve , 
hiiii — who " shall die in your sins ; and wliitlior 1 qq 
ye cannot eoino." Similar general aspressiijiis ai-e to 
be found in Nos. 38, 39, 40; wliicli form a giwd com-J 
mcntary on this passage. 

This I upprchoiid to 1)0 tlic nieaniii^. i^till, auotlior 
view is poRKible. This word " draw," is- used of force, 
and compulsion, as woU as gentle inllumices. (A( 
16 : 10 ; IX : 20 ; .Jas. 2 : G — thf? anmc Greek word m 
each case.) Now if wc luiiJernlaiid that he is to bo ^jj 
exalted on tlie oross as the grand ccutml ol>Jcctr^| 
tawiird which ail men shall Im drawn iu unduariiiff ^^ 
love or ill eternal coutlict — Ihis, too, would give a 
eotit^istftnt meaning. But in any cjise, the text does 
not assert that every huui.au heiug shall be drawn to 
heaten. 

Number 3Ii. " Koliold I bring you gooil tidings of 
great joy, which »hall be to all people." Luke 2:10. 
Joyful tiding:^ indeeil, freely proclaimed to all men ; but 
not a word of the aueeptaiiee by all men, nor tlietr 
Unal salvattoD. 
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NumborR 34 and 35, contain the pagsages, John 4 : 
42, and t Jolm 4 : 14, ia which Clirist is called " tlie 
Savior of the world." "But, as t3 be the *' Surgeon of 
a Regiraoiit," does not imply that every member of the 
regiment receives s^lrg£cal treatment, and that against 
his will ; so Christ may he called the Savior, the pro- 
Tided, tho offered Savior " of the world," though many 
ohviously do uot avail themselves of his kind oOerB, 
and refuse the provided help of the great Physician. 
Closely akin to this is the passago,(in argumetitNo.82,) 
" God who is the Savior of all men, especially of those 
that helieve," (1 Tim. 4: 10,) — a passage that carries 
its own explanation on its face : the offered Savior of all 
men, — the special, actual Savior of them tliat helieve. 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
son, that V}hosoev€T betitvelk on him might not 
[perish." 

Number 36. " And he ehall send Jesus Christ, 
■which befoi-ewas preached unto you, whom the heavon 
tmst receive until the times of restitution of all things, 
f"Tr!iich God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since tho world bogan," Acts 3 : 20, 21. Tlie 
TJnivcrsalisl arbitrarily assumes that the " restitution 
of all things," denotes tho final holiness and happiness 
of all men. But Christ uses a sinuhir phrase of Elias: 
" Klias truly shall first come and restore all things." — 
I Matt. 17:11. But Elias (or John the Baptist) was 
^not to save all men in heaveu; he was to restore all 
things which God had assigned and the prophet de- 
clared — all within his function ; he was the means of a 
partial reformation among the Jewe, "roatoring" a 
porUou of them only, and in some degroc, to a right 
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BOtiou of their own oconoiny and of the Messiali, and] 
to a propnratinn for CliHst's coming. 

A (ur liifjlicr restoration was to be accomplislied by 
Christ, a glorious recovery of ii fiillcn church (Avts 1 i^M 
6> and a mined world ; and " Uio limea of resUtution"^^ 
hero ej)okeii of ai'e no otlici" — so tho text fijicciftos — ^th&u 
the same which " God sjfokc by the mouth of all his 
holy prophetB." The reader who will read the subs&- 
quent vcrsea, contaijiing the quotations from those 
prophets, will soe that the test has uo bcariiifr whatever 
on the question of final salvation, but teaches tliat the 
heavens must receive tho Lord Jesus, until all Ihi/ifS 
Bpotcrt btf the prophets in relation to kis tvorU, liis 
reign, the spread of tho gospel, the triumph of religion, 
shtJl bo fulfilled. Indeed, in the next vcn?e but one, , 
wc arc told " that evciy soul which will not hear that] 
prophet [whom the Lord yoxir God will raise upj 3hall| 
bo destroyed from among the people." 

Number 87. " I will put enmity between tJiee at 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it] 
shall bruise thy bead and thou ehalt bniige his beel.'^ 
Gen. 3 : 15. No comment required. 

Number 38. *' All the ends of tho world sliall rcmciD-| 
bor and tum unto tho Lord ; and all tlio kindi-eds of 
the nations shall worship before him." Ps. 2ii; 27. Tho 
spread and triumph of God's kingdom, on the earthy 
manifoRtly. It docs not state that cveiy child of Adam 
from tho beginning has turned to the Lord, and is to, 
bo saved in heaven ; nor that it will be so. 

Numbei-s 39 and 40. " All kings i^liull fall dowuj 

before him, all nations shall serve him men 

bo hletised in him, all nations shall call him blew- 
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" Pb. 72:11, IT. "All nations wliom tliou hast 
made sliall tiome and worshiji before Ihco, O Lurd, and 
sliall gluriiy tlij name." Ph. SG : 9. The same as liofore ; 
the futuri! tnuuiph of Chitst's gospel on carCk, 

Numbers 41, 42, 44. merely contain Scripture state- 
Lments that Oud is a merciful God, good, uiid islow to 
'anger. Ps. 138 ; Pe. 145 : 8, 9. 

Niunber 43. "All tliy works shall praise thee, and 
ihi minis shall bless thee.'''' Ps. 145:10. Amoug all 
tthcsc irrelevant passages let it bo borne in mind that 
[the simple question is, " Soriptiire evidence of the 
Fcvcntual holiness nnd happiness of all men." No com- 
ment is I w)ct! senary.* 

Number 46. '* Tha Lord is merciful and gracious ; 

lie will not always chidCjiteitlier will Le keep his auger 

forever." Ps. 10:! ; 8, 9. Look forwai'd two vursea and 

"you will find that it is mercy " towards them that foar 

ihim." 

Number 4G. "Tliough your shis h€ as scarlet, tlicy 

[shall be white as snow ; though they be rod liko cnm- 

Ibou, they shall bo as wool." Is. 1:18. A gi-acious 

promiHc of forgiveness, uttered on the condition just 

expressed, " Wa^sh you, make you clean, put away the 

jBvil of jour doin^Si" etc. (verses 16, 17); and followed 

;thc threat, (v. i!0) " But if ye refuse and rebel, yo 

be devoured by the eword." 
Number 47. Is. 2:2. "All nations shall flow unto 
it," L «. tho mountain of the Lord's house. The fii- 



• The iwidpr will mke notico hero of a cliaracieriAtic prO'Cwluro, in 
taUhielhesv tliit'o vi'rseB [3, 9oiiil 10) or Ihe USth Pmilin, lA mnlic 
I aepnmlo iirviniiciit4 — liut nil irrelcviuit. Thu {iroctvt.i is rvjieuivd 
'in Mhcr ouex. 
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ture glorious ascendancy of Clirist's kingdom among 
the nations, iii tliis world. 

Niimbers 48, 49, 50, 51, are made by cutting up 
three verses (6, 7, 8) of Is. 25, bito four fragments, 
and ftiTostiug the quotation in the middle of tho third 
verse, for very obvious reasons. The first two clausOB 
are these: " And in this mountain shaJl the Lord of 
Hosts make unto all people a feast of fnt things, a feast 
of wines on tho lees, of fat things fuU of marrow, of 
wines on tho lees well refined. And he vn'll destroy in 
tills mountain the face of the covering cast over all 
people and tho vail that is spread over all nations." — 
This, as tho context shows, denotes the triumph of 
God's church in Uus world ; taken literally, the deliT- 
erauce and prosperity of Israel ; or, if symholicaTly, 
the hlessiiigs of the gosjiel digpensatiou, and tlie removal 
of the vail of idolatry and superstition from the nntions. 

Tlie other two clauses read thus: " He will swallow 
up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces." Tlicre Mr.Wliittemore stops ; 
but read on : — '* And the rebuke of his people skaUbe 
taken uwaif from off all the earth ; for the mouth of 
the Ijord hath spoken it." It is then GofVs people 
whose victory and fulness of joy are here predicted ; 
and in the next vcrsfj but one we are told how he will 
tread down their enemies. 

Numlier 62. *' Tlie glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh ehall sec it together." Is. 40:6. Yes, it 
sliall be very fuUy revealed even here below ; — and some 
sliall " wail " when thuy see his final glory. Rev. 1 : 7. 

Numbor 53 repeats the quotation of number 20, vis. 
18.65:10,11. 
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Number 54. *' I will also give thee for a light to 
tlie GreutHes, that thou rnayest be my salvation 
unto the end of the eartli." Is. 49 : 6. Roraarlcs 
are not called for. 

Number 55. •' I will not contend forever, neither will 
I be always wroth ; for the spirit shouM fail before me, 
aud the souls which I have made." Is. 57 : 16. The 
previous verse tells us that Groil is speating of the 
" hiunble aud contrite ones;" while subsequent verses 
are laden with threats to " the wicked." 

Nuiniter 56 contains the passage, Jer. 31 : 33, 34. 
" I wiU put my law in their inward parts," etc. But 
as the last words preceding expressly declare this to be 
a covenant or promise for the house of Israel, there is 
no need of comment. 

Number 57. "The Lord will not cast off forever," 
etc. Lament. 3 : 31 — 33. But the prophet is speaking 
(vv. 25, 26) of those- "that wait for him, the soul that 
seeketli him." 8uch hewillnot cast off forever, though 
lie afflitit for a time. 

Number 58 quotes the passage, Dan. 7 : 14, in which 
it is said that '' all peoples, nations aud languagtis sliall 
serve him " — declaruig the final ascendancy of Christ's 
kingdom on carUi, hut employing a term, " serve,''* 
e<]_ua]ly compatible with voluntary and involuntary 
subjection. 

Number 59. '* I will ransom them from the power of 
tlie grave ; I will redeem them from death. death, 
I will be thy plague ; grave, I will be tliy destruc- 
tion." Hosea 13 : 14. But whom will he tlms ransom 
and redeem ? The context answers, " Israel," penitent 
Israel. " Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but iu 
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me is thy Iitilp," (v. 9); "0 Israel, a'turn unto the 
Lord thy God," etc. (14 ; 1—5). 

Nuinljcr <10. " He retauicth not his anger farorcr, 
because he dcligliteth ill mercy." Mical»7:18. Towards 
whom, ? Tlio very lust wonls preceding ar».% lie " pase- 
otli Ity tho traiipgniseioii of the rcniiiout uihis /terUage;" 
and the words following are equally rcsirictod to hie 
own pTOuliar peo])Ie. 

Niijuljur tJl. The jjeople " wonderotl at the gi-acious 
words which proccedod out ot his month." Luke 4: 
22. But lliose words had uo rcfereuce to tliis subject. 
Yet oil that very occasion he did tcU thum 1.hat Elyuh 
blessed hut one of moilj widows, and of many lepcre 
Elislm healed but oue. Aud they led him to tl»e brov 
of the hill to cast him down huadloug ! 

Nuinher 62 refers, without quoting, to Matthew 6 : 
25 — 4-t, whore Jcsua eiyoins confidence in God, and 
disKiLadcH from anxious thoughts for the morrow ; 
assuring tfcose wIk> sofk first the king-dam of Gwl and 
his ri^htoouanos&f that all thi;igs else shall l»u added 
unto tlicin. 

Number 63 refers to Matt. 16: S, 12, where Jeeus 
catttionod his disciples to " bcwai'O of tlie leaven [or 
doctrine] of the PliariseOB and of the Hadduceos I" 

The reader, as he casts his eye c»vi;r thcRc absurdly 
irrelevant quotations of tho notorious champion of 
Universnlism, will he sometimes ready to question 
whether Mr. Whittomoi'e cau bo fairly reiircsoutcd — 
whether such puerile arguments could have obtained 
a circulation of 12000 copies in 1851 ; but if he will 
take the trouble to examine for himself, he will find 
that I am giving Mr. W. the full benefit of his '^ cvi- 
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ience from the Scriptures" — all his quotations. 

Numljiji" Hi. " In tbe resiirrectioa they neither marry 
nor are givea in marria^^o; hut are as Uio angels of 
Gud in heaven." Matt. 22 : 30. In the parallel passage 
in Luke 20 : 35, it reads thus : "■ They that are cmtnCed 
worthj/ to obtain that world and tlie resinrcctitiii [i. c. 
the blessed resurroclioii — see Phil. 5:11] from the dead, 
neither mai-iy," etc.; a qualification which Mr. W. 
vezy carefully refraina fi-om quoting. 

Number 65. " Woe unto you^ Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ; for ye shut up the kingdom of buaven 
agauiet men ; fnr yo neithoi' go in youi'selves, neither 
suffer ye thorn that ai-e entering to go in." Matt. 23: 
13. Ratlicr an unfortunate quotation for a. UniYoranJ- 
Jetj'that the Scribes and riiariaecs would not enter 
Boven, and jireveiitcd others ! And not only so ; but 
these some mcu on another occasion Jesus &aid, 
p'Te scriiciits, ye generation of vipci's ! how can ye 
^escape the damnation of hell ?" Matt. 23 : 33. 

Number 66 refers (without transcribing) to Pcter'a 
vision. (Acts 10 : 10— In ; 11 : 5 — 10) in which, liy tlio 
symbol of a sheet containing things ceremonially un- 
clean, witli the Command, " Klay and eat," I'etor is 
ta.uglit that Gentiles, as well as Jcw."^, are to Ijo receiv- 
ed into Christ's cluirch on eiirth. This is the single 
lesson of the vision, as expressly declared in versos 34 
and -^o. Tlic egregioiis and jtitil'iil displays of weak- 
ness in Mr, Whittcniorp's iutei-pretation, I omit. 

Nuinhu'Ri G7, (18, 09, quot;;, by piecemeal, Romans 
6 : 18, 19, 20» 21. " As by the offence of one, judgment 
CCunC upon all to condenmation ; even so by tho right- 
Muenesa of one the free gift came upon all la&a unto 
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juatincftUon of life. For as hj ouo mau's disobedience 
many wore made sinners, bo by tlio obedience of oae 
shall manj be made rigliteoua. Moreover, the law en- 
tered tUat the offence might abound. But where an 
abounded grace did much more abound ; that as ^ 
hath reigned unto death, ereu so might grace rdgn 
through righteousness uiito eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

Now, observe, the whole chapter of which this Is an 
extract, is occupied with a discussion of the method by 
which believers are justified. It begins thus : Tlioro- 
iotn hein^ justified by faith, toe have peace with God 
through oiu- Lord Jesus Christ;" and conliuuos in the 
same strain. He apeaks of lis *' vbo have access by 
faith — in whose licarts the love of God is slied abroad 
by the Holy Ghost — -jiietifiod by Christ's blood — recon- 
ciled to God — and joying in God ;" (w. 1-11) and 
describes the ciTect of that justificaliou ou those who 
thus partake of it. Tlie argument in the [jassage quo- 
ted, contrasts the relation of Christ to the bdievor 
with that of Adam ; and simply and manifoslly de- 
clares tliat ChriBl as effectually secures the salvation of 
all who arc uuitod to him by faith, as the fall uf Adani 
did the fall aud condemnation of all that were connec- 
ted wilh hini by nature. We may add, that as noth- 
ing which Adam did, condemned the sinner to endless 
misery, independeut of his own acts and voluntary 
participation in sui, so uotbuig tliat Christ has done, 
can save Mm from God's wvaUi, without his own per- 
sonal, vohmtary choice of holiness, and of Christ as 
his portion. 

Number 70. "Because the creature itself shall be 
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deliyered from the bondngo of corruption into tlie glo- 
rious libei-t/ of the sous of God." Roiu. 8 ; 28. WUli- 
out entering ou the discission, of a vexed and obscure 
I)as8agc, 1 would say that the most probable iiitcrpr&* 
tation seems to lie that of I>e Wette and othei-s, which 
understands bj "creature," here, the creation, or more 
exactly, *' all nature animate and inanimate iu contra- 
distinction from man," Tliis whole creation groanetli 
and travailetli in pain together until now — it is sufibi*' 
iug in the fall ; but it shaEl also participate iu the gli>' 
riouB liberty of tlic sons of God — " with the coming of 
God's kingdom and the manifostaiion of the Messiah's 
glory shall ho connected an exaltation and glorifica- 
tion of all nature."* If this bo not the meanings the 
passage is too obscure to foiiud an argument upon, and 
certainly gives no aid to Uuiversalism, 

Number 71. ^'BUiuhiess in part is liappened to 
Ifirael until the fuhiess of the fientiles be come in. 
And so all laraol shall be sayed," etc. Rom. 11 : 25, 
26. This is a fragment of a passage concerning the 
ingathering of botiii Jews and Oentiks, livlnf^ in mif- 
ttnial times. It lias no reference to men of all times : 
Paul had prcYionsly proved that a large portion of the 
Jews of his own time would be rejected and lost. But 
tho time is comijig when " tlio fuhicss of the Gentiles," 
Hie groit body of the Gentiles then living, and " all 
Israel," BurviTiug Israel as a peojilo, sliall Iw gathered 
into Christ's kingdom, and saved. The church is look- 
ing and praying for that time. Meanwhile, " blindness 
ill part is happened to Israel;" a targe part of them 
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** boholcl us denpiserSf and wouder, aiid periali." So do 
tlic GciitUc;^ also. 

Number 73. " For uone of us Uvetli to liiiiiself, and 
no man dit;tli to IiiimcU". For whether we live, wo Utc 
unto the Lord ; ojtd whetlier we die, we die unto the 
Lord ; whetber we live, tliorofore, or die, wo arc the 
Lord's."' Rom. 14: 7,8. I'iaul si)ftak» of " «.*," liimtself, 
aiid tho fcllow-Cliristiaiis whom lie was addressing. 
The atteinjft to exiracl UiuvcrsuliEin from such a 
pMsage, shows the ludicrous sti-aits to which th« 
sy^^tom is di-iveu. Think of saying of n profane aad 
loathsome wretch, " he livos imto the Lord!" 

Number 73. " As in Adam all die, ovon £0 in Clirist 
shall all lie made alive," 1 Cor. 15: 22. A favorite 
passage ; it is the one which Mr. Barmim ordered to 
btt inscribed in the form of a pair of bnlances on the 
tomb-stone of one of his strolluig circus-musicians,* 
on one of those expeditions, in wliich be himself waa 

alternately negro-song-siagcp and Univorsaligt preacher, ^_^ 

deceiver and dupo, swindler and swindled. * ' i^H 

Bnt the passage has no consolation for wicked mcn.^^ 
Look through the chapter, and you will find the whole 
of it taken tip with an ai-gument for tho resurrection 
of Chrisf^ disciples, drawn from the retiurreetion of 
Christ himself. And tliis test plainly speaks of the 
resurrctstion of tho body, and uotliing else ; — it means ' 
precisely what it says^ they "shall L>e made alive" 
raiKcd fnim (be dead. Their state after the resur- 
reetion is not hinted at in this verse. Believers wiU 
indeed rise to blessodness; but the stateniGiit is not 
fomid in this text. Tfic apostle, moreover, is speaking 

• Lift uf I*. T. Buiniuu, p. 187. 
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only f)f lidk'vors; he proceeds, "every mail in 
his own order: Oliml Uie lirsl^fniits, aftei-ward they 
Aat are Christ, 's, at Ws coming." Hon; is a double 
limitation: ho declams only the resurrection from tlie 
dead ; liu has ia view now only the case of bclicyers. 

Numbers 74 and 75 quote otlier passages of tlic 
same chapter, " The Inst eii«ray that shall be destroyed 
is death,'' v. 26. Also versos 42 — 44, descrihiaig tlift 
state of the spiritual body in the reHiu-rectiou. But it 
is difficult to see liuw the abolition of teoijioral deatli 
to the Christiau, or the liliaracteristics of the Ohnstian's 
spirituRl body, tan prove the salvation of uU uien in. 
heaveu. 

Number 76. " God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputiny tlicir trc3pasf*es unto 
tiicm." 2 Cor. 5 : 19. This verse states tlie object of 
Christ's wort ; hut Is so far from MfHrming tliat all men 
are actually reconeikd, or that the reroncilialJon takes 
piact without their ayouey, that iu Ihe very next verso 
Pftul eiitteats lliem, '■ We pray yon in Chrisfa slcad> 
be ye reconciled to God." Mr. Whitteniore prudently 
oinits Lhis entreaty. 

Number 77. " There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neitlicr male 
nor female ; for ye are all one iu Chrift Jesus. And if 
yc bo Christ'.s, then oj-e ye Abraham's seed, and heira 
according to tin: promise." Gal. 3 : 28, 29. . No com- 
nifiit is required except that, according to the last 
words preceding, those whom the apostle addressed 
had " put on Clirist," and were " all children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus." 

Nuuiher 78 contains the passage, '* Every fcucc 
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j^riKHild bow," etc. Pliil. 2 : 9—11, virtually the same 
with No. 29, and STifficicntlj explained in that place ; — 
not a holy and volontary 5nbm).tsion alone, but a sub- 
jection, voUintary or involuntary, before Christ's ^1 
glorious power. ^ 

Number 79. " If thou shaU confess with thy mouth 
tlic Lord Jesus, and simit believe in thy hcai't that 
God hatli raised him from the dead, thou shall be 
saved." Rom. 10 : 9. But how if wo do not believe and ^, 
confess ? " He that believclli not sliall be damned.** H| 
Number 80. " It pleased the Father that in him^^ 
ehoidd all fuInesB dwell ; and having made peace 
through the blood of liis cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by Jiim, I say, whether they be 
things in earth or tilings m heaven.'* Col. 1: 19, 20. 
This ptissnge, let the hearer observe, does not s]>eak of 
all sotils, but of*' all f king's " in heaven and oa earth. ' 
In interpi-etiiig it, we are therefore absolutely com- 
pelled to understand in a very limited seuso either tlus 
phrase, " all things," or the word *' reconcile." To 
aflii'm that literally all tilings in heaven and earth, 
comprising holy angels as well as beasts and stones, 
shall be saved in heaven, forces an absurd meaning on 
Che passage. If we take this phrase in its unrestricted 
and utmost extent, the " reeonclliatiou" can he ro^j 
more than a general union, or order introduced int<^| 
the universe. But if we chooKO to insist that the word^ 
** reconcile " here denotes a cordial union to God, tlieu 
the phrase " all things " must he resti'icted — and re- 
stricted, too, according to the explanatory declarations 
eisowhore given in God's word ; — he was manifested tO| 
reconcile all ttiat was to be recouciled. 
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Tlie rral scojie of the passage accras to be that all 
reconcitiatioit in God's universe was to be effected only 
through Christ. The special emphasis of the verse itr 
BClf, (" bfj him, I say" ) and its contest, alike point to 
this meaning. The thcmo ib the dignitj of Christ. 
Tho previous versos are eeltiug forth his glory: He is 
the creator ( r. 16) ; he upholds all ( v. 17 ) ; he is 
the head of tho church ( v. 18 ) ; in liim is all the ful- 
ness of God (r. 19), and (v. 20,) he is the only 
pacificator, the source of all roconciliation in God's 
iinivei'so, hi earth aaid heaven, between God and siu- 
ncrs, ami among sinners themselvee. 

This "reconciliation" is so lar Irom including the 
uaeouditiftnal Kalvation of all men, which Umverfialism 
holds, that the very nest verse conditions it upon con- 
tinitajiuc in the faith and hopo of the gospol : '*And 
ou that woro sometime alienated ajid enemies in your 
miiul by wicked works, yet noio hath he reconciled, in 
the body of his flosh llu'ougli doath, to present you 
holy and unblameablo and unro pro v cable in his sight ; 
if ye anilimm in the faiih gi-oiuidcd and settled, and 

be not moved away from tlie hope of Uie gospel," etc. 

"Whatever, then, that I'e conciliation may be, it is here 

conditioned on continuance in tlio faith; — a condition 

fetal to UiiiversaliKm.* 

Number 81 refers again to 1 Tim. 2: 1 — 6; a passage 

whicli has been already used piecemeal in numbers 7, 

8 and 31. 

Numhor 82 contains the passage, " God who is the 

Savior of all men, especially of tliose that believe," — 

but garbled and shorn of the latter clause, for uhvL 
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ous r«a«ons. The passage hns l>cen cxpluintHl uuc 
nambcr S5. 

Number 83. " For the grace of God that briiigcth 
salvatmn hath appcarud to all men, teaching us tliat 
den^ttig ungodliness and every worldly lust, we t<hoti1d 
live soherly, rightemi&Iy aud goiHy in tliis present 
world, looking for ihal blessed hoiw," 6t«. Certainly 
a gwpcl thnt hohls out a " blcsfcd hyjic " Ut f liiiM-. who 
lead such a life as that, |)re£Ciit« uo gi^eat ein:ourag&- 
meiit for the " imholy aiid profauc," (ho " Sithy " tH' 
" abominable." 

Number 84 quotes Heb. 2: 14, wlicre it is said that' 
Christ came that he "might destroy him thai had the 
power of death, that is the devil.'* But it is uot casf i 
lo see how the cnisliiug of Satan is to help his followera ' 
into heavca. Chtist liiniKcir »ays tJiat the wicked sballj 
share Satan's siifTeriiigs : '* tJoiiart from mo, ye cureed^| 
into ererlaatiug firo prcim-eJ for the devil and 
angels." 

Number 85. " We tehick have believed do euier 
Into rest." Hcb. 4 : 3. But what of the uulielicvor?j 
That is the tiuestioii. 

Number 86 tjuotes tlio words, " it is impossible for 
God to lie," Hob. 6 : 18, and rcfci-s to ttic pnunii>e mitO ■! 
Ahraham; which has already Imjch (Jiscusscd. ^P 

Number 87 uses the same material that was already 
used in number 5& ; by citing Paul's (|uoU-itiou (Hcb. 
8; n,) of the covenant which Ood would make wiUi! 
the house of Israel, fomid in Jer. 31 ; 83, 34. 

Number 88 (piolCB the statement made by Paul to 
his fe/huJ-C/triitlians, that God " chaatcua tm for oiir 
profit," and that the ehastisomcul afterward vie 
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tho peaceable fruit of right ponsucsis unto tbem whicli 
ftro exciciatiii thereby." Hcb. 12: 10, 11. Cliristiaiis 
hove often found it true ; wbilo sinners liavc, like 
Pharaoh, hcon as often burdened beneath tlicir chas- 
tisomciitti. John tells ( Itcv. 10 ; (*) of lueu wliu " wore 
Bcot'ched wjth great heat, aud blasphemed tho name of 
Ood;" and of others (v. ID, 11) who "{gnawed tUeir 
tongues for paiu, and blasphemed the God of hcavcu 
because of tlioir pains and sores, and repented not of 
their deeds." 

Number 89 tiuotce another passage whicli is iu its 
very phrasooKigy expressly limited to Christians, to 
those who " walk ui the light." With his usual fair- 
uess, aod according to the approved Univorsalist 
method, Mr. W. quotes only this elausc, '* tho blood of 
Jesus Clirist clcanseth us from all sin." 1 John 1 : 7. 
The wliolo vei-sc reads thus: " But if we walk ia the 
light, as he is iii the light, wc have fullowsliip one with 
ajiotIier,and the blood of Jesus Chnst his Son cloaiiseth 
U6 from all siu." Comment is BiiporEtnous. 

Nuniljor 90. " For this purpose Ihe Son of God was 
manifeBicd, that he might destroy tho works of tlift 
dovil;" i. e. his plans of wicboduess and control over 
men's hearts. 1 John 3 : 8. In Christ's followers tlu8 
object IB iH.:complishcd ; aud tho argument of this rcrse 
[is, that therefore ho who lives in sin is no f'>llowt>r of 
■Clirist. Many do live in siii, and die in sin. Tho 
text .says not a wv-rd of the purification, much less the 
Eftlvation, of all souls ; ouly insists that Christ's fol- 
lowers must be pure. While thu no-Kl viirwo but one 
tolls us of "tho children of God," ntid "the cliildren 
of tlwj devil," mth their distinciivu marks. 
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KumberM. '* Ani this is the record, Ihat God 
hath given to us et«riia] life, aiid this life is in his 
SoQ." 1 Jolrn 5:11. Were it consistent for the 
IhiivRncilist tn apply this or any other of these texts 
concerning Clirist to future salvatiou, liow ridiculous 
to bring forward this piissagc in proof that ali men will 
enjoy that eternal life. ^M 

Number 92. " And every creature which is in hear-^fl 
en, and on earth and under the earth, and such as arc 
in the sea, and all that are in them heard I sayingi 
Itlcsslug, and honor, and glory and power, be unto him ^J 
that sittcth upon tlie throne, and unto the Lamb, for-^^ 
ever and CTor." Rev. 5 : IS. However speciously tliis 
is used, no tcit is really more foreign to the pur|iose. 
It dues not bear on tlie que&tion ; and even Uuiversal- 
igt writers* have rebuked each other for inconsiatcncy 
in citing it. Hut they continue the practice down to 
the proHCiit timo.-f ^^ 

The coimeKion ie this : John saw in lision, tlie scal-^| 
ed book on the right hand of God, cont^ning the^^ 
future destiny of Clirist's church on earth, and wept 
because none was able to ojioii it. At length, the 
littmb that was slain took the hook ; and as lie was 
about to break the seals, all heaven and earth resound 
with joy. The Revelator first beholds the four beasts, 
and four-ond-twenty elders, break forth in songs; the 
all tliG angplii take it up ; and in bold figure, he rcjHW-l 
eouts all the universe as echoing the joy ; — " EreryJ 

• H. Ballon, Snil, nnd Rct- Mi. Sawyer; (juotoil in Gmrgc on Cnlr.l 
p. b6. 

1 ScetJniY. "Tract!," by A. C. Thflmiu nnd T. B. Tliayw, le 
f. 10. 
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treaCurc" — not all men — EilL cruated tliiugs, rational 
and irrational, animate and inauiaiatu, iuciucLijig tlioec 
" under tliG oartli and in the sea," join tlie joy and 
praise. Tho thing which is jii-oel aimed inPsiihn l48th, 
(ami other pasaages) where '■ di'agous and all diiope, 
beasts and all cattle, creoping tilings and all Ibwl," are 
callod on to praise the Lurd, la lioro repriisentod as lul- 
Jillcd ; and they all seem vocnl with the praiHc of God 
ajid the Lamh, in sympathy with heaven. Neither the 
iimexiou of the passage nor its ^larticularcxpressiojis, 
lennit it Id be applied to the final salvation of atl men 
^^in heaven. 

^V Number 93 quotes Rev. 15 : 4, " for all nations shall 
^Hpome and worship before thee," — one of the many 
^^Meciaratioiis of the wide extent of Christ's kingdom ou 
earth ill tho latter days. 

Nnmhei's 94 and 95 quote, separately, two eonsccu- 
tivo versos. "And I heard agreat voice out of heaven, 
saying, Beliuld tlio tahoniado of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall he his 
people, and God bimself shall he witii them, and ha 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there sliall be no more death, neitlier 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there he any more 
pain ; iW the former things are passed away." Hcv. 
21 : 3, 4. But of whom is this predicated ? Here, the 
author of the Plain Guide, and the author of the IJook 
of Reve!atio]i, disagree ; the i'uimer refers it to all men. 
the iuMpirod wnter prodicatcs it only of the inhal>itant8 
of the " Nkw Jehusalew." 

Three verses (iirtlicr, the siurrcd writer affirms, " Iiv 
that overcometh shall inherit all lliingbi, luid 1 will be 
y 
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liiR God and he sliall he my son. But the fcaiful an' 
■unbelieving, uihI l!ic aljtimiiialilcj ami iiiunlorci-s, and 
whureaioiigent, and soi-ceret-s, and idolaters aud all 
liars, shall Lave their part in the iaico whicli hiimcth 
with iire and hnmstonn ; which is Ilic wicoiid death. 

Niioihcr 90 alludes again to the cxhorhition to pra; 
for all men, sjiccityiiig " kings and all that arc 
authority," and (|iiotcs also the nnssa^eR, '* if we ask 
anything according to his will he ht-areth n5," 1 John 
o : 14 ; and, " the desire of the righteoua shall be gian 
ctl." I'rov. 10: 24. Sucli an [irfrumcnt fur thv fin 
salvatiun of all men, does not evcu requiro a jiossiu 
notjce. 

Number 07. " In whom believing ye rejoice with 
joy miBjicabablc, and I'nll of glory." ;1 Peter 1 : 8. As, 
the hi'^iircr would never guess tlio poiut of this ijuoli 
tiou, 1 would iiilbrm him that the argument h this 
the hclicTor in Christ conld not thus rcjriice, if all men' 
were not to ho saved. And this is " evidence from the 
Scriptures " for the fiual salvation of all mcu ! 

Numbers !»S and 99 neither quote nor refer to an; 
passages of Scriptitre. 

Nmuber 100. '* And when all things phall bo subdu 
unto him, then shall the Spn also himself ho ?»hjC' 
unto him that put all things under him, that God ma; 
Iks alHu all." 1 Cor. 16:28. This passago is one 
several that announce tlio final, undisputed sway 
Christ luid God over willing subjects and coH{itiorei 
foas. It does not dcelarc a voluntary siibnnR!<ion o: 
all ; the Innguiigc of text and contort clearly implies 
diflferent subjection of some. The provions exprt! 
ioiifi, ^* ho shall have put down all rule, and all autho; 
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ity, ami all ]iiiw*?r: " lie must reign till lie hath put all 
enemies under his /eel," cLoarly iuthiialo that a porlioii 
of thai siiltjicctioa is a Forced and not a voluntary one. 
The Mediator's kingdom shall ostcnJ till, as checrrnl 
suhjccts or (rniu|iicrcd, crushed and despairing foes, all 
thiiigTj f^hiill be snhtliu.'.d luito him — sucli is tho Biijlieal 
representation — and then he will resign the delegated 
Mediattirial Kingdom, the one trimie God shall leigu 
supreme, and shall be soon to bo Sovereign of tho Uui- 
vcrMJ. 

Such, in its fullest cstcnt, is the Scripture evidence 
adduced by Iho advocates of Uiuversulism, It has 
been collected, matured and revised by one of the old- 
uat llvuig champions of the system ; and comprises all 
tiie " fcl'Cript Lire evidence " brought forward by its advo- 
cates. How preposterous the attempt! IIow pitiful 
the parade ! EIoiv eontcmptiWe the sophistry ! Scarce' 
ly any of these passages, you jierceive, have even the 
semblance of an allusion to the imal salvation of all 
meii. Nothinfj; eoiild be further from the point. They 
deulare certaiu attributes of God ; tho grcaincHs of 
Christ'H worh, or tho treonoss of his oii'cfs; Hie ulti- 
timate spread and triumph of the gospel on earth — 
iiiiUcuial times ; the blessings and the prospects of be- 
lievers ; or the final and open subjugation -of friend 
and foe beneath his sway; — but utter no word of final 
salvation to tho wieked. And then what serpent wind- 
inj^s in quotation ; now lopping off a sentence in the 
middle, lest it should say too much; now foreing 
together fragments from different portions of tho Bible, 
to see if t/trca cnn be twisted into a shape wjiicli no 
one ot them will take ; now rending apart four coneec- 
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iilive verses, to framo four t^parale argiimoiits. 
applying tliem to tlio whole Immaii family, when in 
(act (hey were uttered of God's own'pcoplc; contin- 
ually loariiig itfisBflges fri)in all Ilieir mirnmndiiigs, Xtji^ 
pervert theiu, yea, even culling a plii-ase from the mi' 
ille of a verso to apply it to God, when llie text sppH' 
it to man ; turning over the name promise six ilillferent 
times to make os mauy itrguiiients — all falso ; t|UOtiiig 
more than twenty passages conecniitig Christ's work, 
to provo fiual solvation, yot denying that Christ's work 
has anything to do witli our state in ii ftitnre world 
quoting [lassagtB oimci'Tniag " oternal life" and Ui' 
" kingdom of lieavon," for the same purpose, and yi 
elsewhyre denying their rcferciiice l.o a fntnre stAlA' 
cutting apart a comiocted ])aBsage of ten verp«s, Ut 
fer tlio middle of it to the fiitii re world , and ihe b^i 
ning a.nd the end to aneiciit Jenisalem; and grwedily 
pouncing on every text that- speaks of all men, all 
things, all nations, to wrciiuli G'oni ii, liowovcr absurd- 
ly, thiK soul destroying doctrine : how it reminds ns 

of him who taught that fatal kuowleilge of good and 
evil to our conuuon mother, in the garden, and who 
quoted St-ripture to our Savior ui the wilderiiesa. 

Ho not imagine those things to bo pt'ciiliar to MJ^ 
WUiltcnioro. I have tracked him elosoly, fur ihe ret 
sous already given, and that it might not he said th( 
things were culled from the wliole body of Universalll 
writers. .Similar dcvieos — many of thovtry samepe^ 
Tarsions, hiconsistencies, gaihlings of texts and ridic 
lous exjjoisitioiis, can be eited from Hosea B:dlou, 3j 
vanus Cobb. 1. D. Williamson, A. B. Grosh, and 
tracts publislied by A. C. Thomas and T. B. Thaye 
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innnff tlio present year. I tliink my hearers will 
adinii that this raothod of reaeoaiug is not mifoiilj' cx- 
empliCeU in Ihe argnmcut of him wlio inoved tlio duty 
of suicide, from Scripture, thus: "Then Judas went 
and hanged himsoUV' Matt. 27:3,5; "go, and do 
tlioii lik&wise," Luke 10 : 37. 

The whole proecHS is ])alpa.bly built on two s\ipposi- 
tions, wbiuh socm to be fundamental to the preaching 
of UiiivcrsalitiQ — fii-st, that the Iwarers are singularly 
ignorant of tho Bible in its connexions, and, second, 
that tlioy will not intelligently compare thoeo toachmgs 
with the Bible, nor oven the preacher liimsclf at oao 
time, witli the same proacher at anotlier. It cei'taluly 
seems to be characteristic of the system — no doubt with 
iiidiridual esco]>tioiis — ret^klessly to bring forward any 
|iassaj»o, OP statcmcut, or arpumenl, whicl],itis eiippos- 
«d, will tell for the time bemg — however unfounded, 
however iiuionsiwtent. Heuce the ever-shifting phases 
of the system; hence the dlffieulty of knowing what 
it is at any one limo. It is auytliing — it is erorytliiug 
— it is uothuig, — as tho case requh-es. It adaptM itself 
to llic mental iiiid moral state of its willing dupes. 
One is quoting .Scripture which another is ofiirmiiig to 
l30 irrelevant. The same man at ono time quotes what 
at anotlier, for a special jinrposo, lie discards. He 
Erooly usQft arguments that are utterly incompatible 
with caeh other and ivith the system as elsowhcre 
taught, yea, as taught by liimsclf. Ho holds ouo thmg 
to-day — perhaps to-uiflrrow he doiuos it — -and tho next 
day reaffinns. The wliole system h a dense, drifthig 
fog, in whicli nothing is fixed hut its fatal darkness, its 
deadly delusion. 
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Yo« are astounded at the recklessness of these pro- 
cedures, and ask how I can account for it. I, too, 
have been amazed at it. It seems to me here that the 
snare is spread in sight of the bird, and that never did 
cloven foot more visibly protrude, than in these deceitr 
ful handlings of the word of God. 
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LECTURE FIFTH. 



THE UKTVERSALIST AUGUMENT. AFFIRMATIVE. AP- 
PEAL TO GOD'S ATTRiBDTES, ASD nUMAN TASSIOKS. 

Hatt. XT: 13, 14. But Iiq auswerod end eaiU, Every plunt which mj 
hpsvCTily Fniliia- hath nvi pliLnwd. shsill he rootcrt tip. Lot lliom 
akine: tEity tio MltkI Iuu4<!ro c^f llii^ Itlinil. And if the blind lead 
ttie blind, Wtii eli^ll full into Uie diicU. 

I H.\VE coiisidored tU-c Utii verbalist argunmnt, in Ua 
attempts to restraui tlio word of God IVoin toucliing 
future i)uniKliHH!nt, aiid to constrain it into tcacliing 
universal salvatinu ; — anti llio fiiilxire of both attempts. 
J como now to ciJiisiJtir thosB uxtra-Bcriptural and 

i-suriptural considflralions, with which the system 
undertakes to override the I'efrnctory scriptures, and 
which constitute tlio main stross of its eeductioiiB, — the 
blind leaduig tite blind. 

HI. Tlio third poitiou of its claims consists of in- 
ferences from tlie ehai'acter and attrilnites of Gyd. In 
truth, as you liavc perceived, much of iiB socalled 
scripture reasoniiigj is merely the quotation of some 
passage uliout God's character, and an assertion Wilt 
upon it. 

So far as reasoning is concerned, tliis i» the main- 
stay of the whole system: — *' God is litvo, God is good, 
God is merciful ; therefore lie will not punish forever. 
God ia oiir Father, and how slioclsiiig it would be, 
were a human fatlior to bo so luireleiiting!" — Who 
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erer read, hoard, or Iieard of a UtiiTOrsalist argiinient 
in Tchich this did not form tlic crowning and fxultaiil ^n 
n]>]H'!a1, lli(! grand |>edc><4tal on wliieh all its i>liaUuv ^M 
reasonings and deceitful handlings of Ood's word, ^^ 
rested for support? It is not what G(»d sajra ho will^j 
(to ; but what they know be will do and he will not do> ^| 
Thiif* these men, wlio are every day snrprised by the ^ 
conduct of their fellow-men among whom tliey lire, 
hut of whom they cannot say certuiiily what tbey may 
do tomorrow, understand Ood almighty so thoraugblyi^Hj 
and know all about liini so well, tliHt llicy can tcU ^^ 
what be will do through all eternity. And not only » 
so ; but they know 5o mneh better than doe^s God him-^| 
self, that they cannot suffer biiu to eiieak for himself. ^^ 
And wlicn he cudoavors tn speak of eternal and ever- 
lasling vengeance, Mr. "Whittcmore stops it off at oJi 
by saying that whei*e that word is applied in th 
scriptures to pumshmfnt, it " should hu restricted 
Uinitfd diirtttion." The thing must not be mentioued;' 
— it cannot be permitted. 

This theme, — that of God's love and kindred topics, 
— is the l.bemc that is spread out like a ficrcen in front 
of all tlieir arguuients, and eoTers theii' straggling 
rear. Thus, Moon; and Wiiliamsnn derotc wjiol* 
chaptei"s to tliis and kindred themes, bcfDre venturing 
to touch the Scripture aiguuiunt. And the oneinn&l 
bliat wo should b~tavt with this foundatioa principle, 
and exclude I'ltini our crcdcnda ovcrytliing that Hmids 
opposed to it, — oe, ho says, docs future lumislimenl 
and the otiier says ho is prepared to reject any an 
eTCry doctrine or practice that is opjioscd to it — m At 
alao declares future puniahmeiit to be. 
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Now ol)sRrv<!. in the first place, Ihe prosiiiiiption of 
t such li bold position, even were tliopc no word from 
I heavoii to ^idc us. What astounding audacity, that 
^^ktlio creature of yesterday, Ijnllled daily l)y tliti tliin 
^^rchamclers aud filaiis of his fellow^wonni:?, and stiiinhlcd 
f at every step of Iiis path oi'er tiio mysteries of God's 
' world, thougli tlicy He at his feet, slirjuld set liimsolf 
up as ,tlie infaUiljk' iiilerprctcr of God's jilans and 
doings throngli all cotiiiiig eternity ; — anil not only so, 
but ask liis ft^Uows to risk their all on tlie inralliiiility 
of Ills knowledge of the great and unsearchable One, 
And (Iiiiik yon, fViojid, when you have enilmrkod your 
soul's hopos for et-ernity on Ballou and Whittcmore's 
bold flKSu-ranccs — Uiiiik you, are you quite suni, that 
id will stand houdsniaii to these men's promises 
through all eternity? The very neighbor hy my side, — 
from my knowledge of his chariicltT, in a tliousand 
B<ipposahlc casi?s I cannot tell what deiinite tiling lie 
ill do; much less a Niipoloon or a Crnmwell. How 
t3ion can T speak for God ? How his combined wis- 
dom and JustuM! and holiness mid f;;oodncNS, — all of 
them as far ahova me as the heavens abovo tlic earth 
— how these .stii])eridous attiihules will aet in the 
greatest emergency of this complicated Uiiiverw, ex- 
cept, as he infonns me, I no moro can Lell, than I can 
grasp that Universe in my hand. 

And still more prCFumpluous and iuMme, the nt- 
lempt lo (like (lii^ posiiion in the pi-eseiice of God's 
word ; and to control the very uttcrancoe of God's 
word. For tlii.s is precisely their position. " Fifst 
principles bIiouM govern oiir investigations." " God 
is love. In view of this simple declaration, which 
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expresses a tnUli luiiversally imporlant, we shonli 
carefully exclude f'raiu our credeiida," sajrs tliti one. 
" Lovo," soys the other, " i» the the very essence, the 
lire aitd Koul of (he gospel ; and I aiu prejiared to 
nycct aiiy and every doctrine aiid prticlice, as antl-^j 
Clirislian, that h oppuwd to tliis." '^The word cvor^H 
lasting," echoes the third, " when applied to punish-^' 
mcut, ouglit, above every otlicr case, to beur the sense 
of " limited duration." That is, God must never, i 
such u ease, be pLTmittcd to mean iis he says. Kow 
how preposterous to sot up these inferences From God' 
attributes, agMiiint the overwhehniug tide of denuuoia 
fjou coiitaiucd in Ood'e word. Is it not as tho' 
Bomc piping gnat shonhl set up ijis jiallry whine, 
drown Ciod's voice as he thunders in (he heavens, — as 
though si>nio petty buhiish should lill up its head to 
stop tlie course of CJod's great calaraet, as it mightily 
hotnes itfelf over its rocky rampart, in ceaseless ilow 1 
It is insane. It is Hosca Bullou and Thomas Whit 
more trying to muxzlo (!od Aliui^hty ! 

But the position that wc urc cafe hy reason of God'i 
love, riBQg to abaolute niaducss in tlio presence of Qod'i 
providence. It flies in the face of his daily dealings. 
Jt is idle to declaim that Ooi's love, conjoined with Ixis 
wisdom and liis power, must — yes mast is the word — 
must finally exclude all gin and sufferinfi from the 
Uuivorse,^in presence of the appalling fact that God's 
lore and power did not exclude it from his Univei-so at 
first. There would seem reasons of tenfold strcugtb 
why Ho should never liiivo BuReretl sin and sorrow to 
ayaia wlici-e all was peace ; and, hut for the fact, wh9 
would not hare said it was, from tlie nature of God) 
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impossUiIe ? But Ho has sailTercd H ; and lias shown 
us Uow iiiiscarchablo arc his yfujs, — ^how UtU« we 
ow him. We know of his plans only what he tells 
Us, 8iii and sorrow Mine into a Tiniverso at peace. 
Thoj arc Ucre. And in view of thiit fuct, all our 
ai-giiiugs alout their departure, arc groiuid into dust, 
and biuwji to tlio winds, Hix tliuupmid ye-iirs lias Otid 
looked talinLy down, whilo tlio wail of guilt and woo 
from liuiidrcds ot" millioua of human licings, has been 
continually iwceiiding liofore his presence ; — and who 
oau tell us whcu it sliall have au cud ? 

It 18 vain to tell us that God is our Father, aud that 

ccaui^o a iiumau father would not do eo and so, Lherc- 
Ibro God will not do it. The eraah of the earthquake, 
the dirgi; of tlic [jcatilcncc, the niQ.'iii of starvation, tho 
groan of dit-case, tho my of desolaliou, break on our 
car in discoi^ds of anguish, and give the lii; to tho 
aascrtiiju. The human fmnie has someliimss I'aiiitfd 

.t tho mere slight, and the human spirit lust its balance 
ill thu prijspoct, of fijiglo iiistinecs of the sufti-Tiiig 
which God cahnly beholds, yea, and sends from tho 
heavens in myriad numbers, day and night, through 
all time. God is our Father; but these plaiii facts 
show that he i? as different from a human lather, as a 
holy God is froni a sinful nmu. '■ Would ii father on 
earth consiiya Ids cluldreu to poverty, shame, sickuess, 
lo!J« of reason, aud donth attended with tho most 
alliictmg circumatances? Would a father on earth 
chooso to phmgo liis ehildrcu in tho ocean, and leave 
them to tho nuLTcy of tho tonipesl? Would ho set a 
child's house on fire, wJiilo ho was buried in soft 
slumber, and consume bim in tho tlameHr'" Yet so 
~*?wi«r'* Locturtt, p. Ai. 
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doce our merciful Fatlier. I Dud I-canuot sH in juclg- 
ment on God's goodness and its modes of ac^liou. Tlie 
ruin (if Mis world is quite aa iuex|jlicablc to me, as the 
ruin wlncli sliall follow if Uii? offor? of rescue arc re- 
joctftd. Lulced, these olTcrs of rescue relieve my mind 
of all difficulty in regard to thoso who reject them. 
When God has mercifully interfereil, and in melting 
tones entreated the tdnnor to accept deliremiice, — 
solemnly warning him on Ihc word of hia God, of! 
the coiL^equcnccs of refusal,— I cannot but feel that 
hei-e, at least, every difficulty is cleared up. Good- 
ness ifi satisfied. It is cmmgli. If the sinner will _ 
spurn the offer, impartial goodncBs as well ap justice fl| 
may even require, for auglit I can pay, that God ^" 
should protect his children by the penally and the 
impUiKKalilu hamrr. It l» not impartial goodness, 
to waste all inir kind efiorts on those that spurn : 
them, and Irtiro the grateful and clicdieut vxposcd,. 
— to foster the wolf at the flock'n expense. Sfot 
only justice, hut oven goodness /n a whole vnirerse 
that looks to God for safuty, may require the great 
Rhepluird at last to emit* the wolf with a remediless 
wound, for the safety of the flock. And wlicu ho pro- 
claims it to lie wi, there is nothing in the exhibition of 
his gooduesri Iiere to invalidate the ptatomout ; while, i n , 
the dreadful ^hades of sm and misery with which (jrO^H 
lias sufTorcd thif world for six thousand years to he^' 
draped, 1 read Hat contradiction of every assertion that 
is founded on the goodneaB of God, i^nst the sin and 
miserj of the world to come. 

In it said, God eaniiot suffer such a waste of ll 
hnman family ? I answer, cast your eyes over the 
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world Qnd see how the vast majority of the raco are ■ 
even now snfli3rod to waste themselves as men ; hovr 
few, how very few, attain the true moral or even iutel- 
lectiLal standard of one made lu God's image; and 
bow many niako wrock of all their humanity. Yet 
God suir^rs it ta Ito so, ' 

Am I told that sin is not a siifficifliit evil to eiitail 
sueli enurtnoiis consequences? i point you back to a 
single sin in !ui Eastern s^'arden, long ago, that brought ' 
dcatk into the world and alJ our woe, — that for six 
thousand years hay scatloryd its hitter fruits, from that 
Asiatif. garden through all lands of the oarth, and down 
Ihroui^li all time. | 

I Do you say the time of future punishment ia out of 
' all pro|ierHon to tlic lUiratiou of llie mi ? I iinswer, 
•'the atrocity of a crime depoads oii tho importance of 
Ittho law, and the sneredno&s of the authority that is 
I Tiohited, and not at all on the length of time oucupied in 
y its perpclration."' A man may earn an imprisonment 
of fifty years iu tho same length of time us a dollar 
fine. Even in this world of impiM-rect retrihntion, is 
tlic piiuislniient no more enduring than llie sin ? — or 
do men sometimes in an hour, commit iuiqiiitica from 
which through life tlioy never rocov«r? Has not tho 
sin of a moment somolimea made a man a wajiderer 
and an outcast all Iub days? 
I And reracmher too, that they who do not in this life 
' repent of sin, sin on* forever. Transgressiion goes on 
coeval with penalty. Sin hegets sin. It forever re- 
news itself, and swells its euiyo. Tho process rolls on. 
Sin and misery go, hand in hand, down the dark vale 

*Ib, p. 41. . 
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of eternal Iiorror. Tims cvm in Ihc i>roscut life, — f 
l«iiiouar,v iIiuukIi it be, — in our jri-eat cities, some] 
unfortunate creatiu'O of guilt and fihamo, by one 
lapse begins to dioiu ell the Ijiticr drcjrs of ft dowuwart 
life, ily a kind of neccssitj, which yet Liivt-Ivcs hor J 
own fpcc choice, she thrown horaelf further luid furlhei 
from the path of virtwo and of |)caec; she hcconic 
more deeply, desperately sinfiil and foHom, imd tho^ 
way of relurii ijIiuIs mure hopelessly on her view, as 
slic goes sinking, Htill linking iu sin and niitcry, till 
slie eloscs a iweiio of oarLhly woe and de.-'iiair, kii«wni| 
only to herself and God, — the vei-y vestibule of iiifinit 
misery. Such is no doubt the natural coiinio of 
sin, — unless supernnlurally arrested liy the gniec ol 
God. Our God, in his gruar mercy, has interiH>sed 
this world, to susfiond llie doom and arrest the ruinJ 
Suffering has no refonnnlory power, hut. iu a. world of 
graco mid spiritual licl|). Here, Uod givcu the ueededj 
help. N'ow is the time to CRcnpe the doom. Wo 
posBtug the only sfmt iu our endless jouniey, — this III 
tie life, — where the hnnd from Heaven reaehi-s do\ 
to our aid. Rejeot that prollered haud thruughouLthil 
life, and it reaches down uo more ; i t leaves us »o joi 
uoy on evermore in sin aiul wirrow. Sti hath lie toli 
us phiinly, — and God knows his own miud^; he is nol 
man that he should lie, nor the tion of man that 
slioulJ ri'pt'nt. 

Does ihe objector ik)W turn and say tiiat God's pnn- 
ishmcnt always attemls on the ofleuce, and iho threat 
Cnctl tnui.*ifer to distant times and places cannot Iw 
true ? I answer agahi, look around you in this life, 
ami SCO also how continually God is so dealiug with 
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men liorr? — dcliiying vengoanoe : how tlioip pin ofton 
iincis tliL'in out away from its early lioitic. Tliiiilc of 
such iustancos as his, — tUftt man of learning;, fair fame, 
aud (itlifnvJBG of inontl life, whosH orii! grejiL criinc lay 
hid for fLmTtecn years, whilt? he was enjoying the 
OstofliM of his felluw-meu ; tlien found liim out and 
draggoJ him to The spalTokl. Rpcall thosi5 uiisos, where 
the sins of a man's yoiith have haunted hiui lo distant 
lauds, and Ijurst upon him in liis old age, to biiiifrhun 
to his grave in ifrnommy. 

Nor will it avuil to maintain that as God is love, ftll 
his jMiuit^hnionts must lie remedial and refornialory, — 
and that aliove all, they never can be remediless and 
lOiieloss. The fact? of Providence put Iheir unan- 
i^erablp negatiye on tliis a«serti<Hi. Such is not Ood's 
lox-e ill this life, — exeept to his loving friends. It is 
3t BO. Ilnw many a crime, with its jteiialty, hiavcs a 
lan worsH off than befoii', Ids recovery far more diffi- 
unit and unHlcely. This is commonly the case witli 
the gre:ilor crimes. Not only is tlio s]>irit Imrdened by 
the punishment, but the path tjl' rccnrery is hedged 
up, and the eriimiml got!s ou sinking deeper at every 
step. Even under thnir castigations, evil men and 
seducers wax worse and won e, and their case grows 
more defperate. T!ic man is, hi/ the vcrrj course of J^oi:>- 
itience, brmidod aitd outlaived by his |mnishments, and 
sinks down, feeling ihat his case is hopeless,— that it is 
(on Inte, too Into ; aiwl sometimes no (Kirsuiision can 
remove the siilleti despair. Benedict Arnold uid 
Aaron Ihirr.nnd many a criminal and prostitute in our 
cities, have found no plfU-'e for rcpeiitajico. Aiidmany 
a ooiirsc of vice has been visited wilh disottee, from 
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wliicl) re[M?nUiiuc coutJ bring no rciinHiy ; and liaf 
ncsg aiiil lite Uavo worn away iu sufToriiig aud des]»nir. 
So far OS this life is coticemcd, God oflun inflicts remed- 
iless woo. Tho imtli ie, God jmls men on irial here; 
aiid often the earlier are to Ihe later portions of thiSj 
present life, iu a less degree, as he bos ttireatened that 
the present life shall he to the world to come. He setsi 
life unil deatli befum us, bidding in choose life. But 
if wo will spurn his advice, he lets us reap the conse*! 
queiices; and he will not uiterpose. He triilcs not.! 
Aiid if the iK^d prove shorter, at last, " than that : 
man can sti-etcb himself thereon, and the cove 
narrower Ihsui that he can wrap biuiself therewith,'* 
18 the bed ^vhi(:h the man made fitr himself, agaii 
(Sod's temoiistrances. In it shall be lie ; and the VniA 
verse shall feel Ihc justice of Ood. He brought his 
fate, forewarned, upon himself. — So the path lo heaven 
and tJie road to hell am pointed out. God itolcmuly^^ 
wains hU creature Uiat be is making his final choioe;^| 
urges him to heaven by nil that is winniiigand all tliat 
1!^ reiirful : Uicu suffers liini to Lake niid drink Ins chO'^^ 
sen eup, — though he .drain it to the dregs. ^H 

AgauiMl Llicso nolL-inn tiulhs I nnt long since heard 
the following prcjioslcroiis nssertiou : that " no maltui^M 
if tlie man did rush itpou luH fate ; God vas bound i*^^ 
prevent hie misery, if he hud the power. That if & 
man sees auothcr drowuiiig, he h liound to rescue hi 
at all bawiriifl, even lliougli the othur wish to drown 
Wo condemn him if he do not. So God must do 
the porifthing siiuicr, or he is uuwiu-tliy of onr lave," 
And u great appeal was niiulo to our human ecn^bi 
ties agaiast a Itcing who could wituuss such t«rrib! 
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soffbrmgs and not reliovc them. AiiJIthoiiglit,wlicrc 
onn this dcctaimor have lived all his lifetime, that he 
can 80 madly assert what every day's obBcrvation flatly 
contradicts ? Aiid in the midst of the bold statement 
thiit biwanse human seneiliilitios ars ovei'whclmed at 
tlie sight of great anguish, even so nmst be God's,^ 
[J thoughts w^andorod to those fearful facts fiirnieliod 
by the records of mcdienl sdence, in which God has 
visited vice with lingering disease, that bunit like a 
fire in the bouos, devoured the frame by inches, made 
the victim an object of horror to liis friends, and for 
weeks or months waa dragijing liira to tlio grave througli 
such ceaseless, intolerable anguish, as I could not have 
scon iutlicted on my worst enemy for an hour. jVnd I 
tliought also of a very different case — the sufferings of 
one who died a few years since in Salem, Mass.* A 
visitor in 1845, described her thus : ** Tho room was 
so dark that before my eyes were accommodated to iho 
change, 1 could only see a llguj-e dressed in white, sit- 
Ujig upon the bed and roekhig to and fro. This motimi 
was attended by a Kouiid like the click of wooden 
macliiuery, which arose, as I afterwards discovered, 
from the bonefl as they worked in their loosened 
souketfi. She had just given mo her hand, when a 
Bpasm seized her, and it was twitched suddenly from 
my grasp. It flow some four or five times with the 
greatest violence against her; ancl,vritli a sound which 
1 can only compare to that made by a child who has 
l>een aobhing a long time, in catching its breath, she 
threw up both her firms, and with a deep, giittiira! 
groan was flunjj back iijioii her pillow, with a force 

* Mus Suroli Pub«(.'k. 
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inconceivaWe to one who had not mtneesed it. The' 
iustant filvo touched the bed, she uttered that piercing 
shriek again, and sprang hack to her former position, 
rocking to and fro, vnth those <|uick, hcart-rendinj 
groans, which I had heard while etaiidiug at the door,' 
ll was several minutes liefore sho could speak: and 
then tliei-c was none to answer. Both my coini>a]iion 
and myself were choked with tears. I bccamo faint, 
and trembled with sndden weakness ; a eold perepira- 
tiou stood on my face. The objects iu the room began 
to swim around me, and 1 w&s obliged to t-ake hold o^dl 

the bedside for »u{i|>(irt She afterwards told me, ad^^ 

if in opology for her screams, that when she was burled 
back upon her pillow, both shoulders were dislocatet 
and as thoj sjirang back into their sockets, the 
waa beyond endurance and extorted from her the 
slirieks. Her sentences were broken, uttered with 
much difficulty, and frequently interrupted by the 
lorriblu sjiasm I hare described above. Yet tliU \n a , 
her quiet state : this the time when she sidTcred /eaif^H 
Day after day, night after night, ' ' fmirteen wmry years*^^ 
then Lad " dragged tlicmselvos along, wliilsl hei- |K>or 
body had lieen thus racked." No relief, no hope of 
relief except that wliiuh doatli should give. And that 
relief, 1 think, was deferred for some years longor^i 
Yet she was then and habitually In a heavenly stftt^H 
of mind ; and I know not that this sirffering was the 
fruit of any peculiar transgres-sion of her.s; hut only. 
'part of the general woe that sin has brought into on 
worlJ. Tliink upon that trying scene and ponder. 

Listen to the incessant whimper and howl of Utu- 
versalism, that God will relent becaii^e he is our 
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Father, and the pun i slim cuts he threatens sliock ull 
the sensibilities ol" a huinau imroiit; — niid thou liold 
up beside it such appalling /or/a. Whutbiiman faMier, 
if in his power to relieve, would Lave peraiitted that 
siifTenog a year — a week^a day — an hour — a minute ? 
It broke down the sti'aug3r's heart in an instant. But 
year after year, God, our Father, looked (luictlj- on 
aiid relieved it not. Listen to the audacious assertion 
that (i'jcl is bound to relieyo tlie suffering even of him 
who recklessly and willfully I'uthes on Iub doom; — 
aiid then gaae on this scene where cvcji the. loving 
child of God, bj reason of her parti<;ipation in the 

t Common guilt and curee of sin, though now horsolf a 
penitent, lay racked witli sueh intolerable anguish, as 
caused the cold sweat to stand on the .'stranger's brow 
to see, and as shocks all your sensibilities to hear, — 
wliilo for yeai-s and years, that sficnied ages to her, 
God did not relieve her by cure uor even by death. 
No; uor would lio snfEcr tho friends aTound to stop 
those sufferings, though one grain of tstryehnine would 
have done the work forever. Now, it ecrnis that God 
can and docs lay even on tho penitent ainucr, a load of 
protracted anguiinh, that could weary out tho scnsi- 
I^H bitities of a whole world of human [larenta. It ia a 
^^-portcutouB presage of the ivM-fal penalty which, uot- 
willislandiiig the recoil of pei'vertod eonsibilitios, he 
may inlliet on tho impenitent sinner, who, itgainst nil 
God'K wiirnings and entreaties, sliall have i-ucihed on 
his fato ; — and of the calm, unyielding. Godlike ponso- 
Toranco with which lie that is not a man tlml ho should 
lie, ncitlicr the son of man that he should repent, will 
fulfill every threat that he has uttered, however die- 
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tresstnf^ to the coiitcmplnttou. Such facts, a 
multitiidc of thorn, of whicli the world is full, grhid into 
atoms all this declamation about God, drawn ftx^m tlie 
cnso of liiuunn parents and liuinan relentings. lii the 
preaeiiue of sucli facts, as well as thu throaU of God's 
word, they stand rebuked as the raviiigs of luiiaey,j 
and almost the drivelhiigs of idiocy. 

So manifestly fulile ai-e lUoso reasonings of UniverB-l 
alism, whether concerning the Scriptures or the cbar-j 
actor of God, — so tiaa^arcnt are their sophistries tQ] 
tlie enlightened mmd, that we find, at length, 

IV. lis most effectivG nppiiancii is its appeal to the ^m 
s^inpathics, principlet^, and passions of impenitent men.^H 
Hero is its stronghold. Hero, the trihuual to whidi it ^^ 
brings ita decisive appeal. 

When all clsG is unavailing, — when Scripture proves 
intractable, aiul reattoiiings about Uud's mercy breakfll 
down before the facts of God's providence, — L'nirora-^fl 
alism has one resort that, with a conaderable I'lass of 
men, will seldom fail. It carries its ca*iO down to ibe 
desires of the suiful heart: it appeals to Iniman deprav-i 
ity. In the fallen soul it finds a strong ally. Accord- 
ingly, wc need not expect that this chosen lielicf of the 
sbi-Ioviug lieai't will the out wholly from the eartli, till 
Uhi hcnj't's Ifjve of siu dies out. 

"Is not the doctrine of eternal misery," exelaiii 
tlie T-Tnivei-aalist preacher to his congregation, •' a bo>' 
rihle and a Ctightful doctrine? Does it not muke your^J 
blood run cold !" Doubtless it is botlt frightful and^f 
frightening to very many in his audience. Certainly ' ' 
it ifi alarming to those who are lowers of pleasure more 
Ihau of Ood, to the Sabbath*hreaker, tlic dniukard, ihQ 
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profaue, tlie adulterer, the ntm-sfjller, the fraudulent 
dealer ; yes, niid to all whose hearts are bent on rejectr 
ing Christ, and living wholly for this world. It has 
pei'sonal terrors lo them nil. Therefore mauj of these 
persons on the Rahljittli flack to bear some man wlio 
shall Imldly deny that " frij^htful " trutli, and give 
them comfort in their chosen schemes for the week to 
come. They come for their weekly anoilyuc, to quiet 
the sting of sin. But tlio doctrine had no peri^onal 
terrors for Edwards or Payson or Braiaerd or Judeou, 
— Iiowever much thoy might deplore tliQ folly of tliose 
who would riisli upon their fate. 

" My brothrcii." says Hosca Ballon," '* there is peace 
in bcliev'ing and joy iu the Holy Ghost. But is there 
auy |ieacc or Joy in believing in this doctrine of ncTer- 
cndiiig misery 1 Tliero E«rely is not." Aud very 
possibly one general "Amen" iu the hearts of hia 
iiearci-e, may have echoed ihc cxporienco of the speak- 
er. Doubtless the doctrine disturbed their (luiet, 
And the ease, as he puts it, well illustrates the differ- 
enco between the peace of the Ijelievor and tliat of the 
modern UnivcrsnliRt. The true believer baa a peace 
ill believirts; — bclicviag iu Christ — a joy in Vic Holy 
Ckost; — the Univcrsalist fmds a peace which dcpoiids 
on disbeiicvirii^ the doctrine of endkss mUcrif. Tiic 
case is well put. An Edwards, notwithstanditiff his 
views of God's holiness and awful justice, could enjoy 
a hcavoiily peace, contemplations of God and his glory, 
wliich, he tells us, were " sweet beyond all csprossioa;" 



■* l/m. S«na., p. 109. Ths reatlpr will absen'o the cbaiacCcristic 
Aophbm in tli4 d6Iibl« tMMiuiff of tho word "btlioviUK-" 



160 



LECIDRES ON ITSIVEBSiLISM. 



he could live iu a state of joy uuapcakable : yet, 
Ballon an<l Whittomoi'c and Thayer and Thomas and! 
WUliiunsoii, there can lie no " pL-uce nor joy," unl 
fUtxiro punishiuGut can be cast a&idc* And to t 
rooted desire of every godless soul, — to this ow 
whelming interest and sympathy of ein, do thi 
writers and pi-cachcrs continually present their 
with triumphant air. *•■ Would you do so? Woiil 
you desire it be so ? Is it pleasant to you to contoiO' 
pluto ?" — aPB questions which they put with as mud 
gravity to tlicir audience, as thoiigli ovory soul iu that 
miscollancous group wore a bosoin-frieml of Jeeus 
Chrittt, a Hharer in all the FympaUiieii and a chief- 
counsellor of the holy Goii. 

"If you had thi! r<!quisito power,'' inquirGB Rev. A. 
C. Thomas, " would you not tlelivcr the whole family 
of man from siu and misery? If you wero the Giinl 
judge of all, would you doom a ainglo suiil to endless 
woo?" And again: " Cau i/ou join heartily the au- 
gelic host in singing, 'Glory to God in the hifrhost!' 
without believing in the sulvntion of the whole f'ainil 
of uian ?"' Again he says: "Cau you hcnrtily iidorQ 
the Being who, you Iielicvo, will doom some of man- 
kind to ueve^-^3□ding woe ? You cannot- I know you 
cannot."" Poubtless this writer imdoi-stands the class 
of characters to which liis appeal is made, and caii 
safely vouch for tUem. There are many men of 
wliom he can safely say they cannot, he fi'nows tlwy 

* Sec WWtlcmorc'a Pliiin Ouiilp, p. at, aij:iiinpnt 815; Thtmu tt 
TJiuyor'i Triwis fur iliu tVupIc, 1866, pp. 4, 16, :10, stc; End. Pan. 
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cannot, adore a God of holiness and justice, — a God 
thr(!iiteiiiiig future piuiishnieiU to the ■wickod. .Such 
men can very easily be found. They eaa be found in 
a great many places where the name of God ie ofteii 
hoard — but not in tones of "adoration.'" But EUch 
men's feelings are no very reliable cntenwi of tlie 
feelings ami cliaracter of God. Tliey now holiovc, or 
try to believe, that God will save all men alilti; ; yet 
the place whore they are accustomed to " adore " liim 
ia not Icaown. 

. It is a very frail reliance, to rest one's liopo on tho 
supposition that God's views of sin and holi]ioRs are 
jHudi the same with the average views of thoso who 
listen eagerly to i\w proiiuhing of Universal ism. There 
have been men,- imd that, too, a great host of the Ijcst 
and most devotional men that tho world has soen, who 
could bi]th believe this doctrino and adore tho God 
who declares it, — ^vho have gone loving, and rejoicing, 
and obeying, and adoring through the world, and liave 
left a track of heavenly light behind them, — who liavG 
maiiifeBtly communed with God below, and beyond all 
question gone to "join the augelic host" and com- 
inutiB with Hiiu on high. Not to such men could tliie 
]>reacher say. " I know you cannot heartily adore the 
JJehig, who, you believe, will doom some of maukiiid 
to never-ending woe." No ; he speaks to, and he 
speaks for, a very dJIllirent class of men — many of 
whom, he not only knows caiuiot heartily adore an 
avenging God, but knows equally well that they do 
not now heartily adore any God at all. It is to such 
a quarter the appeal is caiTied ; and there God's word 
is overruled. 
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Sometimes the liearer'8 very sinfulness aud love of 
nn arc appealed to, not obscurely, as a pressing rcnsou 
for dl&1)elieving endlees punishment. Sbjs Rev. T. B,j 
Thayer, of iLowcIl: " Consider all Uie ireaA'nesses and 
tmperfeftions of poor liumau nature, and all tin; temp- 
tatJous with wliieli ii U Iriod froin without aud within ;j 
coiisiiicr also tlie raiiiiy puinful stnigglos, the many p©-J 
riodsof keen auflenng ondiiroci in lUls lii'o ; and (bear 
add lo all tMs, that the lifts which is to foUow is to b&* 
one of uiivaiyiiig and iiitcriiuiiablo suficrlug — and cou 
you holiovc it jnst and merciful and right? Renicm- 
ber how little a thing is tlie suru of life, ajid Iiuw great ^i 
a thing is eternity .... How absolutely horrihlc and^| 
frightful is the thought, that the faults aTid follies of i" 
tliis momeut of existouco are to be visited with iudes- 
erihitble woe and torment, sweeping over as in a ce 
less tide of u( ter and hopeless dosolatiori, on and forever j 
on in the novei'-eiidiiig roll of ages ! and this permitted^ J 
inflicted by God, a just God, and a Fatlier! OtioO'l 
more, CAN you believo it ?"• Tliore you ha%'o tlto appeal 
almost in its nakedness ; sin is melted down to ** weak- ■ 
noss, inifwrfeclioas, faults and follies," o.\cusod by its 
•' temptations " and hardships Iiorc; its terrific doom' 
set forth in words uot one whit more " fri|;;btful " than 
those which God employs — and then what is the eoit- 
dusion ? Is it, — " flee from the «Tnlh to corao,"— t»*j 
cape tlie terror, — abandon yimr sitis and bo safe in 
Clirist? — No, no; tlie cry is, " ctm yon l>elicvcit?" 
Believe it not ; care not for it ; dismiss your fears ; goj 
on unconcerned. You are weak, and imperfect, and'l 
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sraptod, and prone to faults and follies; — disf^iii'd tlie 
horrible and "J'righllul doctrine." 

In the same strain, Eov. A. C. Thomas, on tliQ ground 
that idiots, not licing acconntable, cannot he in danger 
of punishment, dirocUy appeals to his roadei-s whctlior, 
if Uio choice wcra given them, thuy would not |M'eler 
idiocy f'oi" life, with its exemption I'rom daii^iir, to tlio 
pOBBessiou of reason witli " tlie mere posKiliility of an 
010™!!}" of loiscry." Ho anawei-s his own (."[Uestion, 
" plainly thou wouldcst choose idiocy."* And WiUiam- 
son, as we Iiave soon, dcdares, — " had it been kd't to 
iny ehoieo, I would not for worlds! have actiojited the 
gift of life, evon with the jiossibility of ita coming to 
such a horrid cntastvophe."| In other words, this ar- 
gument — for arg-ument it claims to be — is a pressing 
ploa for the rejection of tlie doctrine, founded on men's 
intense hvp of sin — a love so nnid, tliat rather tliau 
ropeut and obey God, and tlins makt unrf of otornal 
life, it would prefer idiocy or anniliilatiou ! For ol>- 
servo, the choice jiroposcd Is not between idiocy or 
oxtinction, and the necessity of punishment, — but "the 
mens possibilUy " of it, wilii every upportuuily to 
escape by turning unto God. The way is open. Christ 
lias died to save tho sinner, Tlio Holy Spirit is roady 
to help him to heaven. God the Fatlior calls, " Wlio- 

floever will, let him come." And yet liero comes a 

pretended preaelun- of the gosjiel, and urges tliesijuier 
biffhal ve-rjf opposition to God, so intense as to prefer 
idiocy or oxtinction to oternal life on condition of 
faitli, repentance and obedience, — urges him, I say, by 
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the very intensity of tliat opposition, to cast off qU Ic! 
l)ef(>T« Ood, aud defy the plain irarmrigs of CJod'a 
word. 

Tills is tlie mode in which sinful men ai-c mad© to 
feel that while cleaving iiiiicxibly, as thoy now do, to 
the love and practice of sin, tremaudousintcrcsts com-' 
pci them to apiirn the doctrine of future retribution. 
Instead of pressing them to renounce their gins, tlic 
proaclioi" presses thorn to reuouii«o thut doelrino. And 
by cotifession of nanny a converted Universalist, no' 
argument has over woighod no heavily on his mind, aa 
tin' desperate dctenninnlion and gloomy necessities of' 
Ills own love of sin. 

To these attachments, and interests, and priuciplca' 
of tlie eiri-htriug heart, the Bystem is continually mak- 
ing its wily appeal. Not alone when it aska its *' caudj 
hearers " to judge wliethcr the doatrinos of God"s word 
accord with the focilings of their own hearts and tlio 
maxims of Iniiuau life ; Init in all its sneers at t' 
ovcr-rightooufincsB of orthodoxy, its easy moralities, 
its complieity with questional) Ic Uidulgencoa, its pro- 
posed abrogation of the separation between elnirch nod 
congregation, — in Lheso and other modes, it aims 
enlist the whole force of human depravity in its liehnjf. 
And when sijniehi>ld bhiKjjhotuer dicH, and his eunirad 
gatlter round to pay the last siid rites, Awo-struck iai 
tlieir own tiiuful course, nut seldom is the voice of 1 
preacher heard, sootlibig lUe iuvoluatnry fears of tbe 
exil heart, at that, s«lemii hour, witli the nssnrunce tliat 
the departed brother is "made alive in Christ;*' — 
and encouraging Ills boon companions to gw and inscribe 
on Ills tomb, " Blessed ai'e tbe dead who die in the Lord." 
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Jut the most arlfiil and one of the most wicked 
tliiiigs, b when tlio very dead arc summoned, so to 
spoak, to help destroy the living, and a man's love for 
some niiiicd soul is made an argument for riiiniiig his 
own soul. It hHS been often and plausibly fitiid, — and 
the remark has somotimcs madti dtjop iinprcseion on 
minds in peculiar circumstances — " I could not be 
happy in heaven, if I kni-w my fncii<ls mtic in hpll." 
If 1 were to meet the remark us ubruplty lis it is made, 
I should say to ono who uttera it, "Very likely you 
could not ; for if you love those Einfiil frifiids — even 
tlioiigh they be father or moihei" or wife or children — 
lictter than you love a Holy God, you certainly could 
not. and you ccrtahily will not, ho ha])py in li«aveii. 
Tour statement is the stalemimt of an unregeuCrate 
man. You will not enter heaven, if Christ's words 
are trac." But iu those who are truly his disciples, 
Christ lias made prnvisiou for even this sad, sad case. 
For he lias told us that except wo love him better even 
than nil ttiesc friends a.nd relatives, wo cannot bo hiB 
disciples; and if we doso love him, will not the infinite 
rCf'Ourccs of tliat Almighty Friend become Kurcty for 
our consummate hapjiiuess, cveu though other friendB 
should have choecn to abandon his society and onre 
forever ? Even on earth, hare there not been virtuous 
and chosen friends, who, hnppy in each other's lovoandin 
the path of duty, though renounced hy all their earthly 
relatives, liavc led a life of seteaiity and joy? Much 
more shall the kindred of the Lord of Glory, — they 
towards whom he stretches forth hjs hand and t-nlth, 
*' Behold my mother and my brethren*' — in the bless- 
edness of his love, uud in the vast circlo of the lovely 
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and tlio loving gfttlieaHl round liim, rejoice with joy 
iiiiiipuakabii' and full of sl'>''y» whoever else may have 
rcftiaed lo eomu and join that blessetl throng. If God 
were al»l«3 himself to he happy, in his own fulnuss, 
through the ages liuforo t,he firwl creature spraug iiito ^^ 
Iteing, much mora will ho Iciiow liow from that infinite ^| 
fulness to fill up the honrt of his loving child, in Uie 
midst of the whole family that is nameii of Christ, and ^J 
in his own heavenly home. HI 

We may oven discern, in some degree, how it shall 
come to pass. Our whole condition will have immensely 
aiid in i; 111! eel vail ly changed in Uio other world, God 
will hftvc wrought, hi the Clu-iatian, the spirit of wn-j 
houniled confidence, of perfect and cheerful acquies- 
cence in all the decisions of his jiietice, holiness and. 
wisdom. The love of the saint for his God and Savior! 
will have ripened iut^ complete maturity, and God will! 
he to him ao iufiuito source of joy ; his affections, 
" tJiat veered hotweou good and ill," that were won 
partly by worthy and partly hy worthless qualities, will 
ho vo Icnnioil to love only what is good, nud to conrorm.^ 
fully to the miad of God ; the mixed ([^ualilies of losEJ 
men will have given way to unmixed siufulucss, cast-j 
ing oif all the restraints of life and breakuiK forth Inj 
open robelliiui ; the chriHtiaii heart will so fully sea the 
glorious mercy of God, roviowiug his gracious efforts 
tf) save siiuierH, and their own free and final rojecUoHij 
of his tender love, — that the whole asjicet of thing» 
will have changed beyond expression or conception. 

Look at the bistoiy of the heart, oven in the present] 
life. God has wisely so made us, that our BufleringB, 
much as oui* frieuds may sympathize or, at timoe, suM 
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SI" with IIS, do not tako away from lliom all tlie comfort 
of lifo, es|)cdaSl}' the JiappiucKS of duty. Our Eufferings 
may bo inteiise ajid priHractcd, and may draw on tbuir 
kindest feclhifis ; yot if uur friends are not in fault, 
their life is ]i«t drained of all its joy. Far less, if thoBe 
sufleriiigs aro onr own unmitigated fault, incurred 
ftgaiuBt warning, and entresity, anil every better influ- 
ence. Thu christian father's lioart may be often drawn 
out in painful ajixiety for bis ^vamleriug, reeliless son ; 
but if no christian iiifliieiiee had been wwiting in the 
training, and wlica (.■ycry efllirt of kindiiuss lias been 
exhausted ou liiin, and ho has trampled on it all, — 
much as that father's heart may lament, bo caii still 
press forward in the life of duty, nyoleiiig iu flod, and, 
on the whole, a happy man. The love of a long-enlTer- 
mg wife, may, m this world, be so thoroughly wearied 
out by ahuEO, and her sense of the utter, inexcusable 
wrongfulness and vik-ness of her husband's course be- 
come so clear and strong, that when the man whom 
she once dearly loved, rushes at last on his earthly 
doom, his fate shall infliet no further wounds on her 
heart. 

Couceivc now the sanctified heart to be finding its fill 
of hliss In God, — the affeetions to he forever purified 
of sinful alloy, — tlio soul to be rcjoioiiigwith unboimd- 
cd trust ill the wisdom and righteousucs of God, — the 
judgment cleared up to behold the uiiweaned efforts 
of Christ, and the stern final rejection of them all ; — 
conceive tho mixed cliaractcr of the simier to have 
burst from its earthly restraints and tlirown off all its 
relics of loveliucss , — and every difficulty, or fear that 
the hap[jiuess of heaven will be embittered by sympa- 



168 



USCTtTRES ON trKTV^RSALISif . 



thy liTitli bell, vanishes away, (.lod vill lako cai-c of 
heaven. 

Hucli is the nature of the appeal with which Uni- 
versahsm ]in;ss(;s every eiiTllily ]ii'(»;ieiisity aiiil ftlTection,' 
uiiJ lUo lovo of sill itsfllf, to discani tlie doctiiin: of an 
endlo&s rctnhution. It is itn most jxiwciful ajtpeaL 
And a mighty liohl it often tnkes of tlip human hearty 
lieca.uso the iuiiur citadel uf llie litiman heart coiitaias 
ti-aitor to the Holy Qod. But effective as it may l)e wit 
the traitor in tin: heart, it ]s iceblcr tlinu au infoiit'd 
moan against the plaiu declaration!* of liim whoeo] 
"word shall not pass away, though hcavcji Mid cartlLj 
pass away." 



Hare I avroit my disonssiou of the Umrcrsattst aiv^ 
gument. 2 have sliown you a portion of the multifari- 
ous tliroatfs of Grid's woid. assorting, in moiii varifld 
shopea than you or I could invent, tUe eudlcsa aufferiug 
which God will infliet on tlie wicked; and the pitiful, 
iucoLnistcnt, aud deceitful attempts of Uaiversalism to^BJ 
evade Ihcra. 1 liavo sot before yoii the still lamer and^H 
eqvmlly deceitful attempt to force a few tests of scrip- 
ture into the service of the system. I have sbowuyoit^H 
how the chief argnmontiitivo dapeudeuce of the sys-^^ 
torn — the infcrcucG from God's love and paternal kiuci- 
ueKS- — JB presimijiludiis in itself, recklessly andBciouaj 
ae against God's word, aud ultorly breaks down in 
presence of God'a daily I'rovidonoe. And I have 
pointed out to you its ultimate resort' and surest reU-j 
ance, — its ajipeal to human interest and passion, to' 
imsanetificd sympathies and dcsii-es. Tim thing is 
rotton in every tlmhor and every brace. Aud ho who 
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emT)arlr8 his eternal destiiiios in such a vessel, and 
sinks forever at t3ie trying cojifUieiice of time with 
eternity, raiist have lieard tlio croaking of his miserable 
hulk all his voyagu tliiNnigli. 

But the gates of heaven are now wide open. Goi 
docs indeed love his creatures with a benevolent and a 
rational love. Voa, God so loved the world, Lliat he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that wliosoeverljolievelU on 
liini, might not perish but Lave ctcriiDl life. labor 
not witli such uiiarailiiig toil to rear the frail structure 
that fihtill perish as the spider's weh at the giving up of 
the ghost. Believe on the Lord Jesus Cln-ist, andthnu 
shfiU be saved. Ci^niiuit your soul unto liim in hum- 
ble faith and lore, and lie will kce}> tliat which llinu 
hast committed to his care ; and thongh he come with 
liis mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
those that know not God and obey not the gospe!, it 
shall not barm one hair of thy heud. It was no " ly- 
ing spirit " but t!io mouth of tha Lord of Glory, that 
said in his last solemn message, " Prcneli the gospel to 
every creature, lie tliatbcUevcth and is baptized shall 
lio saved ; hut lie that Lidievclh not shall be damned." 

Repentance of Bin and faith in Christ are the only 
ralety. Even tlie fiilsc tcacbor is sometimes forced to 
feci it.' In the town of Chelsea, Vermont, the diuigli- 
ter of a Universalist lay on the siuk-bcd, sinking kIow- 
ly toward the grave. She had bocii strictly edueated 
ill her father's faith, aud never permitted to hear the 
preacliiiig of evangelical religion. During thoM de- 
cliimig days and weeks, she pondered in her heart her 
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relotion lo Goil imtl Ibe eternal world. She called li 
fadjer lo tlic Ijcd-Mide, — " Father, arc you sure that 11 
shall go to hcavau ? *' " Oh, yes, I guess so," some- 
what lightly replioci the father. " But do you know 
that 1 shall go to heaven ? " " Yes, my Aeai; I tliiiik 
yon will," ho still evasively replied, shrinking before 
tlio poiuted questlou and the fearfvil rosponsihility. — i 
"Father," Kniyiniily continued the dying girl, gazUigj 
earnestly iu his face, *' Father, I canuot trust my soull 
oil guess-work ; OhI I muBt/i'Kowtlialiuy soul issafe!'*! 
He could not pacify her ; and at lougtU lie said, *' Rev. \ 
Mr. H. is ill town, and we will send for hhn." Mr. H. 
came. The same agonizing (^ucstious were put tuid re-j 
iterated, — " Ho you hww thsii 1 amgoing tolioavea?'*J 
— and similar evasive replies were made ; for that: 
preacher of the soul-destroying doctriue though 
wa.*, could not, and, in that trying hour and tliat sol- 
emn presence, dared not tell ttiat struggling spirit he 
knew that heaven should be her portion. Perphtxed, 
and unable to satisfy her troubled heart, at length he 
took the word of God, and, turning away from all the 
chosen ihcincs and texts of his customary [)rcaehiiigj 
that Uuivcrsalist minister sat and read to the dying 
giii those passages that point the sinner to the Lamb of 
God as his only hope, and promise eternal life unto all ^i 
that believe on Jesus ; — in short, he laid before her, in^H 
the words of God, the very basis and conditions of the i 
evangelical hope, " the hope toward God tlirough Je- 
sus Ohmt." lie went his way. The good seed took 
root. It was a plant of our Heavenly Father'splantiiig. 
She thai had novcr heard an evangelical sermon, pou 
dcrcd alone on those words of God. The spirit of God 
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WKniglit evangelical faith in her heart, and she rejoiced 
in the h&pe of the gospel. Again sho sent for her 
father — " Father, it is no guess-work nov; I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and my soul is safe in hia hands." 
And with kind invitations to her father to come also 
unto Christ, with cheerful, peaceful repose on hor 
Savior, she passed away, rejoicing in the full asstuauce 
of faith. It is the name and work of Jesus Christ that 
sustains the sinking spirit. "Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other ; for there is nonQ other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby wc must be saved." 
Bui if the blind lead the blmd, both shall fall iiato the 
ditch. 
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THE MORAL TENDENCIES OV ITNIVERSALISM. 

ICxoktel xnr : S3. Because witli lic« yo liave ninii« rhu livut of 
nghKoiia iMd, whom T fi*T« oat c»d« aaiI ; nrd ilifnglticnod iho tundi 
of tlie wlokod thni he stionld not rclum from fii« mrkuJ iruy, lir prmnrj 
isin^ hiin lirr. 

In diacussing Uie system called UniT«rstiUsm, i bavo 
oudea^orcd to present only tlio raogt iiidisjjDiisaWe CflB- 
sidorations, aud to comiJicss tlie suiyoct into the short- 
est limits. Much of my material romains unused. In 
my statomcut of tlic system, I have employed incontos- 
tabic CTidoiice,— tlift printed statements of its able 
doctrinal writci-e, of tlio most modem date, 
other features of the system, quite as bad, or ■worse, 
havo refraiued, thus far, ii'om preBouting. I liav( 
poinwd out the nature and character of Ibc system \ 
wme of the more ob^'ious marks of its fiilsehwHl ; anc 
in detail, the futility of its argument, — both of its 
tempts to break down tb« .Scripture threatB, aad to fin( 
Scripture authority for itself, or even to make n case 
out of the boasted appeal to God's lovo aud paternal 
characlor; and its 6u»l resort tohniieuiteul desires aud 
passions ; — an utter failure in every particular. I now 
wish to apply to it the criterion of thifs passago of Scrip- 
ture, and Kp»ak of ^j 

THE HOHAL TETIDI^NCIB^ OF UKIVKUSAUKU. ^H 

t shall show that its moral tendency is vrorLhy of its 
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parentage and its advocacy ; — wliile it saddcuii tho 
heart of tho Ti};;hteou3, it '* etrongthctiB tho bauds of 
tho wicked that he should not return from tii^ wicked 
way, by promisiug Liiu lifo." 

Here, however, let mc make a diatinction hetwoeu 
the fiystciu and the personal character of niaiiy of its 
advocates. Whatever may he the moral teudcticj of 
a doctrine itself, it does not follow that it will show 
itself in every one of its adherents. Thus, infidcUty 
unquestionably tends to lieentiousncss and corruption, 
and wherever it has full scope, as once in Franco, it 
will break forth in all its power. But uudor the 
restraints of New England society and Inw, under the 
influeuee of early education, and tliu ahsohite necessi- 
ties of his position as a religious teacher, I suppose Mr. 
Theodore Farkor to be a man of good, if uot irre- 
proachable moral life. So, whatever are the tenden- 
cies of Uiiiversalism, and whatever the character of a 
great portion of its adherents, there is no reason to 
douht, that in our larger places, especially, it nunihere 
many honorable men and women, — ^pereous wito never 
have f^iven Ihem^^clvcs tho trouble to look closely into 
a system that mcetR the desires of the uachangod heart. 
■I promime that huhig of Iboso, even, who have hHtcnod 
to my discussion, have been nearly as much sui-jiriaed 
as my owu congregation at the facts I have pi-otiontod. 
As the Ronuiu Catholic doctrine is a dangerous depar- 
ture from tho truth, and its priesthood we consider uii- 
quesLionahlj eorrapt, yet Iiave no itouht that there 
have been and arc manj good Christians among the 
laymen ; bo here, tlioro ari! iaymou for whom ouo feels 
much more rcspact than it is easy to feel for the minis- 
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try as a body. Indeed, 1 know of one man, the leacUa| 
Uuiversalist in Uic town of N., in this State, whoso_ 
'Dotioiis are so high tliat he lias repeatedly said lie 
never met a Uniycrsalist minister wlmni ho was pie 
with, or could respect ; and ttiougU tlicrc \s a Uuit 
menting in the pliiec, ho is a re^ilar attendant at 
evangelical cliui-cli. So, I cannot doubt, there are 
Ulis citj men and women, who, if they understocMj 
bearings and hidden workings of the »yMtcm, wc 
run from it as from the pestilence ; and who now 
troubled with many a. jniBgiving in view of the tnixG 
groap around them, and the strfinge exhibitions Ihl 
they sec. At the some time, a multitude of others love 
it, no doubt, for just what It is. 

In attempting to discuss the present subject, I feel a 
difficulty. It is a system wlaose full workings none 
can fathom who has not been through it. There is so 
much lliat is deceptive about it, and bo many of 
worst effects lie beyond the range of respectable socie 
tliat llio picture must be inadequate. Still, a gc 
Providence has smiled on my tittempts to get authentic 
information, till I have sccm-cd cjuito as much as I can 
tu« on tlie present occasion. ^M 

It should also be romembored that the system is 9^ 
comparatively recent origin, and being held by a sma ll 
minority, has been continually kept in cheek. ^H 

Wliiit are its moral tendencies ? — ^From the natiu^^ 
of tlic case, what must they be ? Surrounded witli 
temptations, and filled with perverse inclinations, but 
restrained by the voice of conscience and the fear of 
God's threatened vengeance, what must lie the effect 
on any roan, of hearing every Sabbath as the central 
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and absorbing truth of the gospel, " IWe just a.s you 
ploaso, and it shall all be well lioroafter." 

And here let me pause to Boticc a small sophistry 
worthy of the system. Univorsalism, it is said, makoa 
kuown imMediaie punishmcut, and therefore must fie 
far luoro offcctive thau tlio proulamatiuii of a diutaiit 
penalty. I answer^ it does not make knoum iiaraediute 
pnuiBhrnent ; all the proaent penalties of sin, uioii 
know without Umvorsalisin ; it does not add ono atom 
to their knowkdgo : — the thing that Universalism docs, 
is audaciously to assert that this present punishment is 
ait there is. That is its fiiuction and influenco. 

Again it ia said, Uiiiversalism insists always on love ; 
and love is the most potent agent of obedience. I ask, 
what love 1 Answor, — it hai^is on tliis string, " Ood 
toves all men alike, the siiinor as woU as tlie saint." 
Whether that kind of talk about love is fitted to pro- 
duce obedience, let any man judge. As to any love 
In man for God, — Uuiversahsm is so far from practi- 
cally iasistitig on it, that it tells him it makes not a 
shadow of difference with his prospects hereafter, 
whether in this life he exercise lliat love or not. 

Such are the principal modes in which the system 
tmdertakcs to break the force of the appalliug facts 
which T am about to present. As arguments, they cer- 
laiuly are on a level with the i-est of the system. 

To facts now let us appeal; and see the moral tcn- 
dducy of the system, first as a eode of doctrine; secondly, 
as a. Bystera of preaching and propagation ; tldrdly, as 
aninBueuce in the eomiuunity. 

I. Its moral tendency as a code of doctrine, 

1- Its movement has been downward from the bo^- 
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ning. Tt began in this country with John illurray, who 
held to ;itnclCa]\'i)ii»m ; except ihathetaiiglit tlmt all 
men were elected to ctcriia.1 life. Before John Murray 
died, II'OKUU Ilalluu denied Clirlsl's dirinitjaitd Ticarious 
atonement. 'Murray refused to aekuowlcdge him aa & 
Chriptian, and Murray's society rcfufiod to hear bim 
preach. But the movement went on, cmd, when Mur- 
ray's generation papsed away, the rejection of Christ's 
divinity became goncrnl. Uallou hccaino editor of Ih 
principal Univorealist Journal, and in the year 181 
after he had boon twcnty-soven years in the ministry, 

ho openly denied all future jmnishraent; the fi 

man in the hbtory of tiie world, so far as is known, 
holding: to a future state at all, and denying all con- 
nexion of our conduct hero with our condition there. 
The moral sense of tho denomination revolted, and ft 
sharp conflict ai-osc. But t;o eflectually did he uso his 
organ that the moral aenee gave way, and as early as 
3829, according to Mr. Wliittomoi-c,' there wore few 
comparatively among preacliers or people, who believed 
in any future punishment ; and in 1849, accordiiig to 
Ballon liimsclf,nnnc who dwelt upon itiu their pi-each- 
ing. Meanwhile, the system has gi-adnally dropped_ 
everything distinctive in the teachings of the Bihlo: 
not only the great doctrines of grace, oud all influeu 
of Clirist's work on the world to come ; but also the' 
collateral teachings, such as the divine sanctity of the 
Sabbath, the influence of prayer, the existence of aij- 
gols and of a personal Devil, the essential diffcrenco of 
human cliarackcr, and in many imtonccs, as will pres- 
ently appear, the feet of miracles. With wliatover 
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^ceptiotie, such has boen the doctritid history of the 
system, I therefore proceed to show that, notirilh- 
standin^ its outwoi'd professions, 

^. The present position of the system is strongly 
infidel or close upon it. Let us tiilce a look, for once, 
inside of the curtain. In tho year 1847, on the third 
and fourth days of November, the Uostoii Association 
of Universalisls held a meeting at Lyiin, Maas. in 
order to cover over the real spirit of the denomination, 
and urged by certain cKigeiicics, the following Resolu- 
tion was introduced : *' itasoivod, Tliat this Association 
exjH'essits solemu conviclion, that in order for one to he 
regarded as a Cliristiau Mjiiister, with respect to faith, 
he must believe in the Bible account of tho life, teach- 
ings, miracles, death and rcsiu-rcction of the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

That resolution could not be passed on the spot; 
l)ut was BUKjMjndod four weeks to anotlicr meeting hold 
December 1st, — and then passed. But take jiolioe — 
nine members of that association in good Ktanding, 

me of wliom, J. W. Ilaiison, is now editor of the 
Gospel Banner" in Mama, felt tliomselves aggrieved 

'J tliat resolution ; and eight of them published a 
" statement of flicts " in regard to it, letting us in a 
Uttlo behind the curtain, and showing what the Bos- 
ton Association was in 1847. This testimony, obBorvCt 
is not given by men outside, nor even men who liad 
left, hut by men then, and most of them now, inside 
tlic denomination and in good standing, yea prominent. 
To this resolution, nine ministers present wore oppos- 
ed, (one voting afErmativcIy to move reconsideration) 
and five more who were ahsent ; while two, at least, of 
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Uioso votiug for it, had elsenhere distinctly denied tbe< 
nuraclos of the New Testament, and somo of tho ma- 
jority (so they said,) cousiderod the resolution as a 
mere expresaon of opinion, not calculated to disfcl- 
Flovshtp any preacher. It is aleo a sigiiilicaut fact that 
the Bev. John rrinco, (now^ of Essex Ms.,) in order to 
defeat the whole movcmout prepared the following 
amendment; "RcsolTcd that this Association express 
its solemn couyictioa> that in order for one t« be re> 
garded as a Christian minister, with respect to faith, he i 
must believe in the entire Bible account of the birtA, \ 
life, teachings, miracles, death, resurrection, and as- 
cension of the Lord Jesus Clirist." 

It will bo perceived that this amendment, inserts 
three additional words, requiring belief in the entire 
Bible account of Christ, including his birth and asceiir 
eiou. Ml. Prince sought opportunity to introduce thb 
amendment, which ho is confident would not hava ^t\ 
passed ; but the debate waa purposely rest ric)«d snd^| 
"muizled," aud after a discussion of only three houn, 
ui which no one was to spoak but oiico, or more thoft 
fifteen minutes, the vote on the original resolution was» 
in his iajiguage, *' absolutely grabbed,'' lest the amend- 
ment, if introduced, should defeat the wholo move- ^^ 
meuL. ^1 

Mr. P. i? confident that the original resolution would 
not have carried at the first meeting. E. H. Chapin 
gtrenuously opposed It ; though himself behoving in 
miracles, he denied the right to pass the test. Hosoa^ 
Ballon (Sen.) was ui favor of indefinite postponement ' 
provided a reconl of (he fact were omitted from the 
published minutes. But wheu. the adjournment bad 
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tRkeo place, and the eyes of tlie worl<i were turned to 
the pPTiding question, ho throw his influonee in favor 
of the Resolution, — and it was paseod. 

Nine, then, refused. But the majority camel it. — 
"What was the positiou of the maiority ? Were they 
ready to exclude from the miuistry men who did not 
Ijeliere the Bible aeijouut of Christ? Not at all. Says 
Rev. J. Priiico, (oue of the eight) " soino who Toted 
for it say thai they regard it ouly as an expression of 
opinion, not as a measure virtually to exchido any one 
in particular from tlie fellowship of the ordor, or as an 
attempt to drive any one away from the Uuiversalist 
ministry. Had they viewed it otherwise, they say they 
should not have voted for it." Wliat then was the ob- 
ject? Mr. Prince affirms his solemn cunviclion that it 
was Imt" a screen" before the denomination, and an 
effort to over-awe the freedom of the you]iij;er minii*- 
ters. Rov. T). II. Plumb (aiiotlicr of the eight, now 
preaching at Warren, Ms.) says, " I staiul now (Teb. 
184H) jnst where I stood six yeai-s ago, when I ohtaiu- 
ed. letters of fellowship and was ordained. No qttes- 
ttons were asked me tlieii in regard to belief. I hclioveil 
in Univer-sal Salvation then, and I do now. This was 
regarded as the only real esBOntial of a Univcrsalist. 
The manner iji which lie was Iiirhicodtohclicvc it, — ^liow 
it would be brought about, — what would intervene be- 
tween the present and its final acconiplislmunit. were 
all regarded as questions of secondary importance, and 
were n«vcr to my knowledge put." lu conformity with 
this statement, we actually find Hosca Ballou saying, 
*' we deem it proper to consider all who embrace this oue 
itemof faith" (the hnalheliueBs and happiness of all men) 
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asUiuversalists, liowcTcr tliey may differ" in ofli< 
rcBpects.* Mr. W. M. Fonmld (^another of tbo oi^ 
ropurt» Hosca Ballou, Seniur, as Bayiug to liim,- '^tliat 
' wo could not, with our reiison, believe io miracles as 
, ^OTC tliG workings of uaturc ; thai it wait best »ol to 
ttaff much about it ; tbat if any were so imprudent as to 
broaoli it now, they would liavo to bear ull the brunt of^B 
the battle, and those who come after would reap all tho^^ 
good.' On relatiii>r the impresKiun I received fi-ora tliis 
conversation to a talented clergyman, he remarked that 
he agreed with tlie veueraljle gentleman .... this was 
a proof of his wisdom ; that he prohably had not sGClL'j 
the time when the world eonld hea-r thesa yiewn, and so 
liad not proclaimed them." lu conformity with thia 
'' wisdom" of his, we find the same Hosea Ballcni^ a 
year or two later than this, publicly advising yoong 
caudid:ites for the ministry to ask ihemseh'os whether 
they believe ttie Bible account concerning Christ utd^^ 
his works and resurrection. ^H 

But Mr. Fcrnald adds: "One of the most popular 
clergymen in the denomination, not gixty miles from 
Boston^ a.ssui-cd me lu hi» study Ia»t Spring, that he 
did not believe that Christ was even raised bodily from 
UiG dead," Mr. Pernald contemplated preaching to & 
very piiipnlar society, anil was about to send them word 
by the pastor of the church, as follows: *■ ' Pleaso tell 
tlic i»««plo that I am a rationalist ; tbat I do not l>o- 
lioTo in the miracle* as above nature, — many uf them 
I do not believe in at all — not even tlie bodily resox^ 
rection of Christ.* 'Fcrnald,' gaid he, 'don't eoad 
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word. Go tel! thom yon are a Christian, 
STC are not ten mon in the society that will care 
I w!ial you bdlievo.' Such was the advice mid remarks 
^■l^ thia highly esteemed clergyman." Mr'. Fornald 
^K asserts that those ontertaiiiiug Ihese views arc Jiot the 
^Kobscnrc and uniiiflLiential alone, but " they are among 
^B the first in the order, — the most talented, influential 
^Taud popular." 

^B And in regai-il to the Hefiohition adnpted l»y the 
^R Association, not only are we informed fhat sonw inin- 
' isters voted for it who privately denied the mirncles, 
but Mr. Prince says oF the lay delegates who voted for 
.this test, vh., assent to the *' Bible account" of Christ 
L — I know that some of Uiom voted for it as they inter- 
et il — construing llie " Bibic account " to mean 
^^true account,'* and therefore leaving th<^ question 
rhsX ie the truth of the case, undecidod. He also 
Fcalls attention to the gnaided phraseology of the Gen- 
,.eral Univcrsalist Convention, in their Profession of 
elief, which only avows that the Scriptures " contain 
Fa revelation" (not that they ttrf a revelation) — a phrase 
f under which, as ho well remarks, " Universal Ists of 
every different shade of belief respecting other points 
tof doctrine than universal redemption, could most 
[cordially unite." And lie rcftrs, in proof, to tho Rev. 
Ih. C. Browne, who warmly commends that Profession 
lof belief, yet openly rejects the .Scripture narrative of 
[Christ's miraculous biith. 

Rev. J. W. Hanson, now editor of the " Go.ipGl Ban- 

lor, (another of the oiglit,) bears testimony thus: 

"That the principle, which, wlieu logically carriod 

, out, results in Rationalism, is very general ia the body, 
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is Tcritably true. Tht-ro is not a single UnivorsaVwt 
preacher who believes that Climt ever caet out iicWls 
or demons from a humaD being. They believe that 
those nrho were opcraLed U[ioii by tJie Savior, were 
iusone or epileptic, and jet the IJiblo koj-b nothing of 
the sort. The (faivcrsaiist Commentary may say that 
Clirist cured niea of epileptic fUs \ the Bible tsays he 
CAHt out devils/"' 

Here is a moi-al picture for you: — ^Youug mea ad- 
mitlCii to the Oiristiau miiiislry vrlthout a qnostion 
whether tliey receive the Eible teaching concerning 
Christ oud his w^rks and ret^iirrcction (or, indeed, a 
Qucstioa on any jwuit of faith whatever, except the 
final salvation of all men) ; eight members of the lead- 
ing Association openly rejecting even such a test ; the 
majority who carried the Retiolution, giTiug up tho 
remainder of the Bible — and paiEiiiing the Resolution 
esprassly with no deeign of excluding the deniera from 
the ministry ; the most venerable member of the denom- 
ination privately discarding tlie miracles, but conceal- 
ing' his opinion for prudetice' sake; the talented, and 
influential denying the resuneetion of Christ, and 
adinning that not ten men in the congregation will 
care what a rank infidel believes, if he only calls him- 
&cJf a Christian ; and the mass of the ministry ting«d 



* Mt. llaiwoH hImi (;iv(ja tljy fvUoniu^ reply of " Father BfJlou," M 
noting nu iiiii[UL'*tiuiiitt>lu miilsurilyr At Uir r)o«c of nne iif lu> public 
tninntntiuiM, many Juan Ago, bDiTigHkrd by theMtiof hiHbMi, '"what 
ilo you make of Uie M«iunt «f (he <lvvila whkb were ilriivD bio » bevd 
of (wtnc !' ' Ab f taii tbu old gcntlcmao, ' I wu aJwa?) utrof Xitej put 
lAat stoiy ia.' " 
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villi siicli acommoflating and evasive views evon of 
the gnspel narration.* 

Numerous confirmatory statements could bo given. 
TliG notoil O. A. Browiison, who at one time was a 
Univeraalist prcaclier and oditor, afterwards stated 
that it was very common for tlio clergymen with whom 
ho was then acquaint^jd, to speak of Uni verbalism as a 
"stepj>iiig-stoue," as tlio lust weapon to destroy the 
orthodox, do away tlic clergy, and to prepai-e the way 
for sometUiug better. Of the 2,500 siibseriberB to tlie 
Universalist paper lie conducted, it was presumed that 
more ttian hall' -were slieptics or skeptical. And ha 
had conversed with hundreds of professed Universalists 
who would own to him that they supported Lliuversalism 
only " because it was tiie most liberal sentiment they 
Could find, and because it was better than Deism to 



* The iilM>vo sUiMmonts nrc dl of tlirra flrom this rnry valmtble docu- 
ment, iho " SwWmont of Fapu," dBtod, Bostoc. Fab, 5, IB48. Of Ibe 
oighit nul[1ii>rB of the Sta.teaivn.t, the Univ>i.'r»iitiet Compaiiion iin-f] It^gin- 
ter, for 1S&6, ^ivca ihu uainus ut five us mluisturs, dqw in )rouiI standing 
in ihd ijenciininiir.ion : Ruv. C. Spc'iir iu BoEtixi. Rvv. T>. H. Pluiali nt 
WiWTPn, Ms,, Rc.i'. .T. Prinre nt Essex, Ms., Hcv. W. G, Cnmbriilgij in 
^Gfttnii, amt Jhv. J, W, Uaiifoii at Au};iidta, Mo,, how editor «f 6in 
Bsnner. The oUier iIuup T ilo not iliHtiiiftly traco. oxccjjt as 1 Icaiii 
from the Dnivariinliat QuortiTly for .Tnuo, 1856, ttiat Mr. Fornalil ha» 
ftbauiloDCit Uuivcrsdlam liy going gniirclj bejod it; — Ivc IioIcIb lljiit "Ihc 
wickei! will lit; eKrimliy niolcod and happy," 

For my copy of Uiis important "Htaliimcnt." I am inciebtcd to th« 
kinclnusa gf Re?. N. D, Ouoi'^c. I wtoto to Her. J. W- Hanpoii, of the 
Bftnner, for u coji)'. anil /iscciveil a ver_v eoarieous reply, hwt not iliednc- 
nment. 1 nro Imppy la udil t)int Mr, Huuson now enilorKM iw Ktato 
BwnM. la liis U-tter, now IvinR bofons tno, utiJor date of " Gnrdinor, 
May 2.1, 1856," lio a ays of ilic " Stfttr.moni of Tacv," "Ilo coiiUintt 
were fuels, but of no great valus." Oitr opiniotu of thoir vnluo ditfL-r. 
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put donni llie orthodoi."t Are tlicre no other plocesl 
where leading mcmhers of Univcrsalist societies arej 
inadcl ? 

Abiicr Knoolaiid, once a Univcrsalist, and nflenvarcls ' 
an Allmifit, slated that he reached tlic last jjwilieu only 
by carrying out those prmciples of interpretation, 
which, wlit;ii ti Unlvorsulist, he liroiight to the Bible 
and atiinoed explicitly that Uiuversahsm is but 
" etcppiiig-stiine " to infiilQlity.} 

Hon. Charles ElmlBoii, once a Univei-eolist preacher, 
Bilorn'arJ« u inemlier of Congress, vrotc Uius: 
far as luy observation has extended — and it has 
boon very limited, having visited scores of aoeioti* 
it is my firm opinion that more than lm>-thirds of the^ 
males who we warmly attai^hcd to tho doctrine of iio_ 
retribution, arc not bclicrerK iu Uic CK»cntial facts 
Divine Revolatiou."* A letter now before me, writ 
by a preacher of Uie gospel in ItoekLnghaiu county, 
recently a UnivcrsaliBt in Maine and well aciiuainted 
vith the ministry of Mict den omi nation in Maine, states 
thus (nndei- date of May 17, 185G): "Tlicy, tho min-^J 
ifttry, will not confess to strangorsj that they dOny^H 
inspiration and miracles and i-egcueration and a special ' ' 
or gouciftl providence, yet such is the fact. One of j 
Che most i^pirituul iu Maine ts as much an infidel 
Porker, and would have to stand with him If ho 
fessed his belief, yet lie is their most acknowledged' 
spin tuiil -minded inan.t 

1 Itcvlow of Wliitnian'i Letteni in tlia Monimr, qootcd bjrH. 
Smtlh, p. 249. t Hniith'i Un. Ex. p. 34.'}. * <jitoi^ In SiniUi'a CTiu>1 
TDnnUium l^xamincil, p. 893, etc. Tor Mr. Sniiili'sifivii iibundant txei^j 
motij t riinll nimgily retVr lo llui volumv iuolf. | Ms*. Ii'lt»r of Itev. Ja». 
U. Palmiv orNcwm&rbcc — bj whaoL I aiiioaiiioriKd to tuo the suUai«nl, 
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Listea also to a voice from Now York : The same 
Statement of facts," nlrcatly quoted, gives a letter 
itten from tlio State of New York, to Mr. Prince, 
(dateii Nov, 10, 1846,) a part of which reads tliua: 
*' Brother Princi:, When I became a Univorsalist, fif- 
teen years ago, I enihracod what is now called Farker- 
ism. Sine* that time, I havo not boliuvod iu the 
thoolnjry of tho Jews, nor in their morality. I hnve 
not bclioved in the infallihility of the prophets. 
. . . . I have not believed in an ago of miracles, nor a 

monopolij of inspiralion I havo never concealod 

my views on these snlijocts ; but I have nevi-r said ver^ 
mud) about them, except by incidentally incorporating 

thein iiilo my sermons When 1 became a Uni- 

vei-salist, I supposed that tliese views were goiierally 
embraced by the denomination. True, I knew that 
one preaclier at tlitf West very strongly opposed them, 
and tliat lie made himself very unpopular with liis 
brethren by doing so. . . . Possibly, wlien the final vote 
ifl taken, there will he found more ^irt/icleJs* among us 
was even supposed." 
Nay, distinct intimations of this position arc to be 
found oven in thoir publiRlied defcnccH, as when Ashor 
Moore, aftcradnutting that all inli<lcls believe the doc- 
trine of et(Htial punishment to be iu the Bible ajid for 
this reason reject it, significantly asks, " And when such 
is declared to be the doctrine of that book which pro- 
claims good tidings of great joy that sliall be tn alt 
people; who can blame a man for pausing to inquire 
before ho Uelicvcs 1" Aiid wlicn Williamson asserts, 
"Now man. does see some truths by his own rooson and 
he knowij them to be true ; honce he is authorized to 
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reject any and ever/ doctrine that contradicts thestf 
firet priiici]>los ;" — and four pages further, he infonoa 
us that "reason most .sternly foirliids the idea ot cnd^ 
less woe" or "even the possihiliQrof it" under thego^f 
erameiit of God. So also Thayer, when he makes th^^ 
hold alternative: "One of two things is certain — if 
God is Mic Father of all men, endless misery is f^isa^l 
or ifcuHlrss nmery is true, God Is not the father of a^^ 
jncn, and the Bible is false.''' And the General Con- 
Teniion of Univcrealists in the United States has pur- 
posely left the door oiwn to " TJniversalistsof evcri/shadc 
ofhdief" (as Mr. Prinec well cxprcBaos it,) by declar- 
ing as their Profession of Belief in regard to tho Bible, 
— not that the Holy Scriptures are a ttovelation from 
God hiniBolf^but that they " cwrt/etm a revelation of 
the character of God, and of tho duty, interest, and 
Qnal destruction of mankind." Bnt who mado tha( 
Kevelation, whether God or man, and in what portions 
of the ScripioreB it is " centflincd," the General Con- 
Tention of tJniveraalists eay not. They even make this 
confession easy to every capacity, hy requiring only 
'* an ej^pi'easod or impiii-d assoiit."} The whole system, 
in it» influence and hearing, is hut an ill-disguised 
sclieme of tnlidclity. ^H 

S. As a code of doctriuo it is also deceitful and u&V 
manly in its course. Ton havo heard tlie pitiful 
perversions of Scripture, and the WTotched disregard 
of all consistency bi argument, with wliich tlie system 
is snetaJiied by some of the leading writers. Tlioso 



t Mooro'* Univ. Belief, p. S3. WUliomson's Emlleia ?un; Ex. pp. 
3B. Tracnfbr ih'i people, p. 51, Uoivenalisl Campauiua fur ISfrfJ 
" OoflMitutiAD «f Oon. Conventioii,'' Art. 6, S«cli«n 5. 
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writers aro not singular. My examiiiatioiis Iiavc im- 
i>i'C5scd me coiitin-ually with a paiuful sense of their 
dishonesty and sophistry. Audacious misrcpresoiita- 
tiojisaiid misstatements concerning facts are character- 
istic. And with this is joined a suiguhir conccaliuent 
and deception, concerning the inner features of the 
system. Bad as is the Univcrsolism of the hooks, you 
do not get it all there, la this l&wcst doftp there is a 
lower still. There is a Universalist system, it Heoras, 
out of sight. Here are men rejecting the inspiiation 
of the Bible, the narrative of Ohrist'e miracles, and of 
his resurrection, jet retaining their standing iiL the 
mioistry ; here aro sucb men even as E. H. Chapin 
and T. S. King, publicly denying the " moral right to 
pass Buch a test ;"" hero are other men voting a belief 
in, these things necessary to a minister, yet averring 
that they mean not to reject those who disavow them. 
Here is the father of the denomination frankly confess- 
ing, in private, principles which he dared not avow in 
p\iblic, — and other men endorsing Ins wisdom; while 
popular and leading men of the denomination frankly 
own their disbelief of Christ's resurreetiou. So, Abncp 
Kneoland was known by his ministenal associaleR to 
have, renounced his faith in the Bible for years before 
ho did it publicly, and ho went on as one of them.| 
Says my correspondent, "they will not confess these 
things to strangers, yot such is the fact. They deny 
all miracles — inspiration — regeneration — the immor- 
tality of the Soul. Tliey believe that when we die wc 
become extinct, and then in the resurrection, ha it 
sooner or later, the Soul is created anew. Tliis latter 

* "StatcmQot of X'ucts," pp. I, 4. 1 Smitti's Ua. Ex. p. 248. 
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slintdinent !b true of Universalists, altlioiigli onr pcopi 
do not Itnovr U geiierallj."* Indeed so scrjieutiue tt 
tiie system, it is impossible to hold it to anything ; and 
it is only wlion tliero is a sirii'e wilhiii, or a departure 
of Home cue fi'om tlie body that we can see its iiinc^^^ 
life. For example, — there is a certain preacher of I^H 
system, who in his last conversation with a Congi-egatiou- 
al minister, some years since, was a llcstortttiouisl. 
Not raauy months ago, iii convei-sation with au intclli- , 
gent Orthodox physician, heing closely pressed, ho wa^H 
inclined to admit some future punishment; but, a fc^^ 
days later, he calls him aside to say that he did nQt_ 
know whether there would or would not be any futi 
puuishnient ; then in a conversation with a Daptti 
minister, not six months since, lie denies in m) inan| 
words that ho is a Restoratioiiist ; afterwards, another 
CougregationaJ minister hears him publicly cudors^^H 
ill a story, the position that impenitent persons weiV^ 
in heaven at the time of the funeral sermon ; membcra 
of liis own congregation aflirin that hv: dt>es not bclie^^M 
iu any future punishment ; and then all of a sudtlc^^ 
he affiims, or seems fa affirm, that he docs.f What 
sort of a system is that t A system with such a 8< 
pontine track is worthy of its origin. 

n. I said, the moral teudcDcies of the system mi 
bd seen in its method of preaehing aud propaga' 

• Mr. Palmor nutkeit this iWKmflnl inoi^ pttrticiilnrlv of thoae within 
hit AC(]itiuiitAU.<:<, nntl u, the Umtt of lim aLviiiitiniuiLti! fuiu or live yean 
affK He hu »iacc spokon tu im; of [lie (■oiuLuit Tticiiliiiiou of thv d»- 
noiatnfttlon, roniJorin^ it itiflii^iilt to nay vhnt tho xome men licilil for arr 
louiftli of limo. t The tcitimonj- of all tlioaa pcnous b at liuid. 
«f Acm is iho wriwr of ihnia loctnrcfl. 






MORAL TSWDENCma. 



119 



Let me not dwell on tliis point. la not its stjle of 
pFeacliing low a-iid cunteiilioiis ? * Docs it spend its 
clilef strength in tr/hig to make men love God with 
all their lietirts, and thiiir nei}j;hh(>rs as thcmsdvcs? 
Does it labor and toil to malcc men vii-tuous and pure, 
as Christ also is pure ? Does it seok to form the yoiitli 
to lofty jilaiis and aspirations, and to reclaim theui 
from the tiMiiptor's power V Is its whole iiiflneiice a. 
blessing to young mou, and a restraint on all forms of 
vice ill the [lominimity ? Or is it tlio chief bnrden of 
Its preacliing, ta dispel nil dread of sin, and all ovcr- 
rigliteousncss, and to ridicule and abuae other deiiom- 
inatioHB ? Ib it perpetually seeking to get liito a wran- 
gle with those who do apply the restraint of Cln'ifit'a 
goepel to the love of sin ? And how long could ite 
preachers hold out to preacli, were there uo Orthodoxy 
to fipht with mid to furnish themes ? Is there an in- 
stance iu New IfLinipaliiro, indeed, how many iiiBtaucos 
arc there in tlio wliole eountry, of a nuivnraalist 
churcli with permanent proaehing, except wlierc one or 
more eyangelical eliurchos liad been first ostahlisiied, 
or Qstahlisliing, to which it might attach tttself like a 
hanmcle and .swim, or fasten iti-clf like a IcBvh to draw 
hlood ? And were all the evangelical pulpits to he shut 
up. Iiow long would it be before UiiiversaMsm would 
preach its last sermon ? And its weekly battle — is it 
a^ainiit iniquity or against orthodoxy ? Docs it aim 
chiefly at lualdng men love God, or hate Calvinism V — 



* A tbw mitih p'rcuulioFK as E. H. Chapln narl (i[lioi'» must Ue clieer- 
rully I'xwplt'cl ; thi; remnrks upply Iti alur^jL' irartiun of thu dcnomina- 
lion, ftud jircrlmbly to liciirly all of thu ruml preachers. WoTlld thu 
vxcoptions were more numoroiu. 
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And wliich docs it luoist offccUially accomplish T Di 
it flourish by opposing sin, — or by winking at it ? Di 
it depend for u.ccoptaiico on the qualities that Paul 
rcquii'es iu Timotby and Titus, — or on its jo^'ial quali* 
I'ma, its good-rcltowsliips, and odd-feUowsbipe, its Ihxhi 
oompanionships and liigh times, and all Uiat sort of iu- 
fiiieucG ? What annual denomiuatioiial gatberings in 
this city are never made perfect without llic dance, and 
sometimes witness whole tieaps of them who wore not 
slain with tlie sword? Lot those who havo seen 
most and Itiiow it best, raako answer. 

in. But I pass, thirdly, to consider the moral ten- 
dencies of Universalism, as an influence on its hearcra 
and the community. 

Tiicic are many men of wealth, eome of respectable 
standing and high general chai-acter, who for reaixius 
of their own choose to support that system. Some of 
its supporters, indeed, see through it from end to end. 
But some were educated in that belief. Otiiers, for 
the sake of their friends, wish to fuid it true. There 
are many others, some of thum young and lively, 
who know little al)out the real character of the system, 
and hare never reflected ou its influence; hut who 
have floated into the current around them, and are 
sporting in it as a kind of summer s^a. l-et such in- 
dividuals consider themselves exempted, so Cor as they 
deserve, from my general remarks. 

As a geTicra! moral and religious influence, tTi 
versalism has both a negallve and a positive influence. 
There are some tilings it does not do, and some that it 
does. 

1. There are some things it does not do. (1.) It 
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not lead to the confession of Christ heforc men. 
Now the apostles formed churches, observed the or- 
diuanccs of Bfiptism and the Lord's Supper, aud made 
arrangements to maintain mntiial Chi-istiaai coiifcirence, 
and purity of life. So has evangelical religion invari- 
bly done. Not so dooa Universalism. The formation 
of a churcli is the exception and not the rule. Wliit- 
temore liimscH' admits, aftor Ballon 2nd, that ''more 
than two-thirds" of their congi'cgatiouB haYc no 
churches.* The truth is, tlie thing is not attemjited, 
I believe, except in the larger places, where respecta- 
bility renders it necessary. And there, how meagre 
the number of those who are willing to go through 
even tlic form of confessing ChrJHt — although both 
Whittemoro and Ballou, Senior, propose to abolish all 
distinction between cliiirch and congregation,! and to 
have the whole congregation join in the ordinance, just 
aa the whole community, says Ballon, "joins in cele- 
brating our national independence." But the congre- 
gation doubtless feel, as waa once said to Smith, thitt 
fftof would "be carrying the joke quito too iaw" And 
well they may, when the leader Iiiiasolf endorses the 
sentiment of Balloa 2nd, that he " has doubts of the 
existence of ordinances in Christianity."} And the 
very latest intelligence is, tliat the proposed oblitera- 
tion of the line between church and congregation is 
begun. '* In several of the Western States," says the 
Cniveraalist Companion for 1857, "wo are reorgan- 
izing. Societies and churches are organized under 
one Constitution, aud are termed 'Churches.' ITys is 

• Vlain Guide, p. 338. 1 lb. p. 332. Voico to Vn. p. 20. t Pl"i« 
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as it shoufd ha" aihh the etlitor.* Happy times, 
deed, for Uiiiveisalisui, when tlte diatiucUve badges o» 
Christianity are laiil a-sidc ! 

(2.) It does not lead men to earnest iirayerful studj 
of God's word. At most^ it leads men to cull u«t isola- 
tcid passages fmm tho Bible. It prcsunios that they do 
not habitually and devoutly search tho Hcriplnres, or 
it woiJd never venture on such reckKss perversions as 
I have exposed In your presence. And whert- men 
have gone prayerriilly and humhly to tho Bible, willing 
to he tauglit, there are ahundaiit instances in which 
Uicy have abandoned ITniversalisin. ^^ 

(8.} It does not lead to habits of prayer. .\t th^| 
time wlicn Matthew Hale Smith fii-st published his 
boob, lie waj able testify that neither himself nor any 
ministpf of that dcriomiriatiou, whom lie liiicvr, had 
observed family prayer.+ Adin Ballou, quoted in the 
sojuc vchimc, also assorted that his fonnor hrcthrcil 
rogardcd family prayers, blessings at meals, " as idle 
ceremonies." t After the puliLIcation of his book,sonao 
change whm introduced, to stop the mouths of the or 
tJiOdox. But I infer that it could not hare boon vciy 
extcneivc or lastijig. My informant from Majiie says 
thus; "Among Univorsalists (and I am vory woU ao- 
quaiiited with the ministry,) I never knew a person 
Trho prayed, orccpt tho ministry, and tlicy never ex- 
cept officinlly or when pressed to it in private.''^ Why 
fJiould Ihcy? Says tha Rev. 0. A. Skinner, "Tlie 
change which our devotions arc intended to make, is 
upon ourselves, not upon the Almighty."|| Prayer, i 

• TJn. Comp. for 19ST, tdiuA by Rov. A. B. Gratb, p, 48. f Taiv. 
Ex. p. 227. 1 lb, p. 29G. 4 J. M. Talnier. || Unhr. U. uxl JM. p. 
331 ; quoted ttviaS. O. Oeoig«. 
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An an asltlng of God, is made a meaDingless rorm. 
And for a genuine prayei'-meotiug, bucIi as is found in 
tliouBands of evangelical churches in the couutry, in 
tho wliiole UaivGrBalist deuomination wboro ai-e there 
tw«iity — jea, regulai'ly maiutaiiied for a series of 
years, may I not safuly ask, where is there one ? It 
does not natmally load men to pray even on the deatli- 
bed. Tlio Universalist may pray there, but it is of no 
account; he has no need of it, — tlicro is nothing lo be 
gamed by it, on his system. A few years since, a 
stoue-cuUor of Manchester, a strong Universalist, who 
had parted from bis wife because lie could not keep 
both liis wife and his bottle, went home to Bedford 
sick, and declining toward death. As he was about 
to pass away, bis mother told him that bis end was 
near, and asked him to say the Lord's prayer. "I 
won't," was the answer. Tlte mother urged — but slie 
gained no other reply than " I won't." And so be 
died. Now I say, that was consistent Universal ism. 
He was at his last gasp ; there was nothing to gain in 
this world, not even any further influence on himself: 
in the next world it woald make no difference wlictbcr 
he prayed or not, or wliat ho did : so be died consist- 
ent, and said, ■' 1 won't pray." 

(4.) Uuivcrsalism docs not lead to Missionary clforts 
or rcformatuiy labors. Christian denominatioTia push 
fortli among the heathen, and are dotting the world 
witli their sparks of light. Universalism's missionary 
labors are confined to crusades against Chi-istian 
churcliCH. Por a considerable time, the denomination 
was op[»08od to Sabliatb-scbools, and to the temperance 
movement ; and though necessity compelled a diange 
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on both those points, I suppose U is safe to snj-, ti 
more oppoaors of temperance are found in tlie few 
UnivtiVflalist societies of New Englaud tlmu in all llio 
eTangclical sociistiea put togctlier, — though the latter 
aro scores of timoB more numoroiiB. 

(fi.) UiiiTersalisin does not reform the ricious. The , 
evangelical churches can point to hitndreiis and thoos^H 
aiids of vicious men reclaimed, by cmi version , to a vir-^i 
tuou3 and holy life. Tbej can point even ti> proliigatfi ^i 
men, formerly of the UniversahHt bcUcf, made ozent^H 
plary by coavorsion. Now there are moral men amongst 
Uuiversalists, but where are Iho men who hare beea 
made so by their Uuiversalism ? Where is the mao 
who cau stand up tmd say, " I was a drunkard, a gam- 
bler, profane, licentious, a Sabbath-broaker, praycrless : 
biit I became Q Uuiversalist, and instantly I lost all 
relish for these things." Among the multitude of db- 
solute persons to whom Univcrsalism has freo access, 
where does it point to a single trophy of tin; kind? 
Wliere is there a dissolute young man in this city, that 
has been reformed by embracing UniversftlLsm, or 
restrained in vicoby attcndijig Uiiiveraalist preaching? 
Show us the man. 
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Nay, friends, Uuiversalism does none of those things, 
and every one of you knows it. Hut Ihoro aro ^^ 

2. Some things which it does. ^H 

(1.) It often marks the IrauBition of a nominal^r 
Christian to a prayerless, ungodly life. Let an oillifr-^i 
Aox man turn Universalist, and, If he prayed before, lt^| 
is quite certain he will soon cease ; or let sneh a man *' 
become vicious, and the probabilities are that he will 
turn Universalist or open infidel. The second Omver- 
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Bocioty of Lynu is a case in point, where, at its 
lation, ueaily all its leading inembcj-s were Meiho 
dist backt^Iidcr?, men who had loist their religion. 

(2.) It enlists the warm support and sympuUiy of 
the vicious, in their sittn. Whoii such men follow tlieir 
mcUnations, iinrcstraiiiod by consiidoratioiiBof i-olation- 
sliip, business or respectability, if they go to any meet- 
ing, it will be to a Uuiversali&t one. When 1 was a 
boy, that was tbe moi'k by which I used to learn of the 
occasional coming of a Uiiiyersaliet preacher to the 
town. The way sparkled with all the niby faces of 
tlic town. There were indeed some respectable men 
_ among tliem, — hut Uuiversalisip, end UnivyrsiiUsm 
alone, was sure to call out the drunkards, and profanQ. 
They went to hear ; and returned — to their ciii)s and 
their oaths. And tliat is the differonee botwcfiii tho 
preaching of Clirist, and of UnivcrsaUsm. Wc are 
sometimes told that the publicans and barlots went to 
hear Cliriet! Yes, hut under his preaching, Christ 
said, " the publicans and harlots went into tho kingdom 
of heavGii ;" but under UnivGrsalist preaching, the 
dmnfcnrds luul profane go baek to tlie kingdom of hell. 
And so nutoi-iouB is tliis sympathy and support from 
men in their sins, that when Mr. Stevens, of Baruet, 
Vt,, iuformod my friend of a gi'cat public controvoi'sy, 
in Danville, Vt., between a Universalist and an ortho- 
dox preacher, and added that tho friends of the one 
party resorted to the hotol imd held grand carousals 
there, Ids auditor had no octiasion to a*k whoso friends 
they were. 

(3.) Universalism actually produces In the hulk of 
its heai'crs aa entire iudiffereace to vital rcliyiou. On 
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this point hear tlicir owii men : Rev. J. Oeoi^c of the 
State of New York, (said hy th« editor of the Gospel 
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Boiinor 
Writes 

Tilal rdi^ou ujiou the heart, he Bayt*. " it is a sliameful ^\ 
tmtb that this important demand of the gospel ie ^M 
ftlinoRt entirely neglected in tlic deuoiniiiation. Vital ^' 
piety, a new lieiirt, luid a prayerful and holy lifo, aa UiC 
first obligation in tho New Testmnont, has but few ad- j 
yocattis in tlto order."* Is there a man living that | 
dares deny his atatiMnciit ? Even Mr. Whittcimirc was 
constrained to confess, " The morals of the Uuirer- 
sabst would, and mn^t, in the very nature of thingB, 
be purer than tlio morals of those operated upon by' 
ditToroiit cpiiiioiis, wcroit not tliathc raakcs his religion 
too much a thing- of theory and too litlte a tking- of 
practice. This is the fanlt of many Uuivei-8ali5ts."t 
It must ho ctln^c^^sed, I tliink, a slight religittus dcfcct,i 
when a denomination's purity of morals is a " thing of) 
theory " and not " a thing of practice." 

Accordingly it is remarkable that from those vho^ 
have aljandoucd Ucivcrsalism, there comes ouc unani- 
mouB testimony to its oatirc destitution of all rcligiotis 
lifo. Says Ecv. J. M. Palmer of his former acquaint- 
ances, ** Of c'ouree thor« are some noble-mindyd men ; 
but I know of no one who seems to mo a Christian, ori 
who appriiximatos thereto. I fool that thoy are set 
forth in the Bible generally, as ' mcu of corrupt minds, 
reprobates concerning the faith*' — 'in all whos 
thoughts God is not.' " Now, members of evangcUca!] 
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* Gospel nnmier, June, 1849. Qiiotcil from Gcor^u's Unir. not 
die Btblo, p. U83. 1 Pliun Uuitk, p. US3. . 
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denoinltititions, Baptists, Prcsbylenans, Congregation- 
alists, niid oUiore, arc coiitiiiunJly iutorehangiiig their 
eeclesiastifial relations ; l)iit whatever tlioir proferenceB, 
tliey tievci- fail to foiji and testify to the diristian iut3g- 
lity and dcep-toneil piety of the great bulk of tLe 
cliurcli thoy havo left. On tlio other hand, they that 
abandon Unlvcrsalisin, never fail to testify that the 
system has uo religious life. Tlieir agreement is 
rcraarkahle. Even the Universalist Quarterly Review 
admits the ngreeiaont ; for in speakuig of Mr. Feruald, 
(who abandoned the denomiiialioii by outstripping 
them,) it commends liim, as liavhig, with lew excejj- 
tfoiis, little ill common with the miliar herd of apos- 
f.a(r-S, who in times past sought to malign the party 
they had deserted."" 

Am I once sat listening to a Unircrsalist discourse, 
and gazed around on the facias of those who wei-e 
greedily devouring the promise of eternal life, 1 liad a 
curious thought pass through my mind, and it was 
this: Suppose all these young men and wouicu were 
actually this moment transferred to heaven, the heaven 
of God, wUerc Christ and all the holy dwell in holy 
blisa forever — and suppose, by some unaccountahio 
arrangement, the gates of heavoji were left unelos- 
ed, and the way open down to the daneing liajle, and 
oyster shops, and liquor saloons, and similar places 
)jero below — how many of theso persons would be 

fouDd in heaven at the end of fifteen minutes? 

'N"Of my hearers, Univcrealism does not cultivate a 
relish for holy pleasures, for the presence of God (Hid 
Christ, and all the good. 




• Un. Quarterly for Jnn. 1856^ p. IM. 
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(4.) Universalism has led, and is constantly leading, 
miiltitiulps of men into every species of iniqiiily. It 
takes off all efficiciit coutrol. On this point I hare a 
mass of cvidencp, the evidence of facts ; and the only 
difficulty IB to select. 

What kind of eridcaco do you want, and from what 
quarter drawn ? Shall it be from those who onco 
prcachofi the doctrine t Listen then to Lowih G. Todd, 
of Herkimer Co., N. Y., onco o. zealous editor and 
preacher of Univcrsalifim, aftonvards a Methodist; "1 
candidly aver iu tlic fear of God, that I do not believe 
the doctrine over made a single soiil any hotter than he 
otherwise would have been, while it has been tlio means 
of removing the neceesary restraint and piviug latitude 
to tlwusaiids whosi.; propensities ojid [ia.ssiona needed 
reetraint, whereby they have indulged in criminal pur- 
Biiit*, and gona to jHirflition." When this testimony 
was publiebod iu the JUlleuial Harbinger, the editor of 
that periodical added, " 1 am personally acquainted 
with 9omo four or five UniverBaliau preachoi's, who 
have joined the church of Christ of which I am a mem- 
l>er, who all say that Mr. Todd speaks their experience, 
or who all concur with him in their opinion."* Paul 
Dcao of Boston, who left the denomination in 1828, 
Chas. Hudson, member of Congress^in 1848, and Adin 
Ballou, have lifted up a sitnilar testimony in regard to 
the moral tendency of the doctrine. Mr. Smith gives 
the names of more than twenty ministers, who have 
borne nirnilar witness. t 

Would you have the eoufessiou of a body of Uni- 
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• Arvino'* Cyclop., hoc. *t4. 

t Univ. Kxun. p, 393. ExuacU am given in tbo valnmu. 
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versalist miuisters themselves ? In the mouth of 

July, 1S35, so Bays the Trumpet of July 11th, the Uni- 

Tersalist Conventiou of Maine, passed a reaolve recom- 

, meiiiiing to the societies of Maine, " that no man known 

to be addicted to the habit of drunkenness, or gam- 

(bling, or profane swearing, ov who ie an unbeherer of 

Christiaaily, should he appointed to ofUce in the socie- 

-ties."" Would it not bo high times, when the Maine 

Conference of Cougi-egntioual ministers should need to 

pass 8»ich a vote 'i 

Will you hear a warning from the prison ? Listen 
then to the Rev. J. B. Finlcy, (Methodist,) clmiiloin 
0? the Ohio Penitentiary from 1846 to 1850. Says he 
"I found some liardcucd infidels in thcee dungeon 
cells. They i^erc steeped in cnme ; and ilieir souls 
wore es liard as the graiiito rock. They had been 
ouraed and ruiucd by bad books, .... and most of 
them had gone to infidelity throiigti the convenient 
doorway of UniversaliEm.''^ Again, " I consider Uni- 
vorsalism the worst form of infidelity. Nearly all the 
prisoners have been infoctod with it, while in tlieir 
career of vice. Nothuig else, they say, could have 
held them up in crime at the risk of life at every step 
they took, but the conviction wlii«h tlioy tried hard to en- 
teptaui, that after a life of stealing, house-breaking, rob- 
bing, plundering and murder, they would certainly go 
to sit down witli the patriarchs in heaven ! Oh, what 
a soul-damaiug error ! It has i-uined millions of the 
human family ] " Again, ( p. 122, ) " To-da,y we had 
a great many visitors and among them a large number 
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^Quolod byM. D. Gwige, p. 384. t MviuocjiiIei of FiUon Life p. 31. 
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of Univcrsalist ministers. The latter loekeil through 
the prison with gn-al iiitcrost. 1 tliougliL in my heart 
as thej wcro going round, tliat their doctrines bad 
teat many u( tliCBe wteluhed men lo this fearful place ; 
and thiii was a fact Uiat I could prove hy s score of 
cuiifeseioiiSjpc'rhaps twice or tlirae tiinCK a nxirc, given 
mo by tlic couTicts tbcmsclvcs. About thirty of these 
iiiiuatcs lire hoif) fur luiirder. How ci"iiel, how wicked, 
how ii!ijusl, said 1 to myself, as these ministers were 
walkiug about, to commit tliGse Lliirly luea to Uiis 
gIi>omy ])riaou during life, for the meritorious act of 
!4Cii(liug an equal number of tlieir (<u1Tenng fellow* 
mortals from tlic cares of this world to the everlasting 
joyB of hearen. Oh, folly ! what a cIoi,:triiie of ileviLi; 
i« tliiH I what a rcspousibilily have lUcse men assumed ! 
I was glad to UnJ, tliat, tm soon on their character be- 
came Iim>wn, lliey were looked dowii upon by mniiy of 
tbe degraded prisoners thcmsclvcii." Thus testifies 
Mr. Finlcy. And he funiislics a iianutivc given by one 
of the prisoners, who having tried Atlicism, aiid aftei^ 
wards l)ei»m, in vain, wa» at length pacified iu bis oa- 
rocr of crime hy the preaching of a Univcraalisl minis- 
ter.* 

Would you hear a voice from the death bed of a 
couvertcd proHigato 1 Listen La Natlian Dyer, (of tfteu- 
bcu, Washiiigtoa Co., Mc.,) who died on the lltb of 
April, 1835, sending Kis dying tcstiniuny to the con- 
gregation, that Univcrsalihm, tlio doctrine of his lifOt 
was a fatal and soxil-niiniiig system. He had Iriod 
hard to discard the Bible wholly ; he could not resist 
the evidence timt it came from God. " Uc was led U> 

•ld.p|., 113— UT. 
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enquire wlietlicr lie could not lie a believer in Oliristi- 
miity, and yot ilcnj all tliat lio deutnoil offensive in it» 
tloctriims, and uncomfortable iii its restraints." He fell 
in with Ujiivorsalism : it fulfilled llic coiiditiou. It 
promised him impunity in sin. Shrinlcing from all 
discussions, and IVom all Scripture that implied eternal 
pmnisbmeut, he liugged Uuivcraalism to his heart, aui 
plunged madly in a course of vico, from Tvhich ho rest- 
ed not till God's arrow pierced his vitals. Then, in 
that lingering di&oase, he was lecl hy his own reflee- 
tionfi to see his ruin, to cmWncc the cross, and lift up 
liie word against the awl'ul dulusion that had buoyed 
him up in siu.* 

Would you have a warning from the doath-hed of 
ttio hardened profligate? Linton to thu words of the 
dying Univuryalist, Frost, of Shorburno, Mass. Soo 
him miming down three years with consumption, yet 
frightfully profane and recklcse to the very last ; and 
saying that he wanted no fuueral serniun, and cared 

I pot how they disposed of his body, — he should be well 
' Would yoiL hear the testimony of the dying mother 
X)f throe [)rofligate sous, — all of whom had separated 
from thcib' wivds without divoice, two of whom wore 
living with other women, and one If not Iwo of wliom 
had been in jail for theft ? Listen, then, to the sad 

wail of the dying Mrs, , of Salisbury : — "Wlieii 

my hushand became a Untveraalist, it was the ruin of 
y HonH."J 
Would you desire tlic witness of intelligent obscrrora 

• Rider's Lociuros, ji. 2',i. tUc. t Funii*lwd lij Rov. T. V. tiawia. 
I Tbu uuthtir is mpuuftiblo foi the l^cl. 
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ia large jpIocgb? In a lai-ge inland city of New 1 
land, scFcral reliable men, rame of them having pecul- 
iar meojis of kuowledgo, have stated to me that moe* 
of tliu nioniIjci'.s ortlicUiiivcrealist vlmrchiii that plaoo 
arc more or Icsb in the habit of using iirofane language ; 
and the iiilulliguril kuc|>cr of a restaurateur, Itiougli Ln- 
dined to speak favorably of tlie Uuivcrsnlist minister 
there, jet iu the same eouTersatiou volunteered to mj 
liiformaut (a Baptist minister,) this i-cniark : " Hun- 
dreds ofyouuy persons are going dowu to desiniction 

througli the influence of Mr. ," tlie Uuiversaliat 

preacher. 

Would you liear from the duelist the night before 
he was shot ? Hear Jonathan Cilley, Member of Con- 
gress from Maiue, iu conversation with a pious lady, n 
in Wastiiiigton, the night before be was killed bf^f 
Graves of Kentucky. "He confeesed that, with the^^ 
religioua views that the lady entcrlfuued, ho should be 
deterred from Ughtiug the duel. But as a TJmvcr&al- 
ist, he had notliiiig to fear; if ho shot his antagoniet, 
tlie world would justify him ; hut if he was killed, liia 
80ul*would immediately ascend to heaven."* 

Would yon hear the teetiinony of the suicide ? Ijs- 
ton to tlie letter of Cyrus C. Crawford of Plymouth N, 
H. Ue was a UnivciE&list and the son of a zealous 
Universalist. Detected as a counterfeiter, ho lay in 
Lowell jail awaiting liis trial, m 184D. Ho wrote 
aletter t<^v his mother, saying, " be had got into (rouble — 
trouble for life — and he thought he would get out of 
it in the shortest way." " He hade bis friends farewoll 
till tliey should meet in an uukuovm Morld where 
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parling is not known."* And so like a, coiisiglfiiit ITni- 
TCrsalist, wlio prel'crrcid the free raujre of Pu.i-;idiso tu a 
seven-foot cell with aii iron bedstead, he mado his ]cap, 
as lie Liioiight, into heaven. 

Wonld you lioar from tho miicido nearer Iiorac ? In 
the summer of 1854, in the city of Manchester, two 
youug wnineii, under tho inflnonco of dlsaiipointmcnt, 
one day dressed tbcmselves in wliito, phingcd into the 
upper canal, aud periehed. Those tivo young womeii, 
but !i Hahbath or two hcforc, had gone and licai'd a 
discouitic teaching that all men y'u tu heaven; and in 
thoir ■coriversaliouH with a friend of tlieirs, who stated 
it to tho Rev. J. M. Cobui'n at the time, they had 
aflinned that " they shi>uld go right to heaven, and it 
was Lest to yet rid of trouble." 

How, as a fearful comment ou all this, read in the 
Trumpet, whcro Thomas Wliitiieuiorc gravely argues, 
tliat the punishment of snicido "-lies in the intention 
to commit it" and all takes place beforehand ;— and 
listen to Rev. A. B. Grosli, m the Jlagaziiio & Advo- 
cate, (|Ufc£tioning whether suicide even has always an 
ovil intention !t 

Now ill reply to those caaca and the like, I know wo 
ehall hear the customary declamation, that men of aJl 
religions are gviilty of crime. But, 1 beg you will ob- 
serve, that lias nothing to do with tho question; I 
have pited these sad facts, not iji proof that Universal- 



• Gfontu, p, .igl, Smidi, ji. 324. _ 

t Ti-imijHt No. ifiTC; Mii[t, anil Advo. 7ol. 8, p. 3&K. Quotoil hy 
Hov. N, IJ. tkoi'gn, p. ;ilN. Iluwa Uulliiu inlviirittaii tlio viow tluil tiiu 
jiuniiliiniint nf luiciilc l>ik» pliuv itt the tiiiui nnd in tho net. WkUte- 
luure'a JACe uf Bivlbit, Vul- 3. 
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ists commit crime, buL that tkbcr UuivEnsjiusil vms 
Vii actual, direct, and avowed encovTOffement to their 
crime. And I liav e given joa facts, &iid uot theories. 

Bear in mind that BUch arc tlio influences uf this 
pernicious RjsLem, notwithstaudiiig its limited Dumbor 
of preachers, notwitlistancling bII tlie i:o!inl«racting 
restraints of tlio law and of a preacljcd gospel all 
arauud; — aud yoii cau well agroc with a ilistiiigiiislied 
judge in the Middle States, who rejiliyd to the Uuivor-^ 
(lalist minister thus ; " Tliis, sir, I do helieve, that 
were all clergynieii to preach tliis doctrine that you 
preacli, there would soon be a hell iii this world, if not 
iti the next." 

Thus yon jierceive, my hearers, that thia sjrstemi 
coDsisteiit with itself from hegiuning to eiul. In i 
nature a:id its character; in the obvious marks wlu 
it weal's on its front ; in its inner economy of life, i 
arguiiiiiut — its deceitful method of dealing with God' 
word ; in its penersion of God's attributes and i 
appeal to human, unregenerate jiassions; aud in i 
actual moral tendencies, the slimo that tracks its way ; — 
all is in keeping. Can jou wonder that men who nn- 
derstand that system in all ita windhigs. loathe, and 
abhor, and despise the sysltmy however fair may lie the 
standing of maaiy of its adiiereuts. Con you wonder 
that the Rev. J. B. Fiiilcy shonhl call it '■ the doctrine 
of devils," aud the Rev. J. M. Palmer should say, " it 
is worse than Deism ?" Can you wonder wc fool that 
when a young man puts himself under the power of 
that heresy, there is little hope of him for the world to 
come, and great danger of his luiu in the present life ? 
Or that to its preachers, whatever their pei-sonai char- 
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actor, yet in their o^cial capadlj/, we assign the words 
of the prophet, " With lies ye have made the hoait of 
tlie righteous sad whom 1 liave not mside sud; and 
strcTigtheuGd thu liands of thts ^m-Ued that he sliould 
not return from liiswiclced way, by promising him life." 
And now let me advise tho members of my congre- 
gation, never to countenance the preachuig of that 
system by your presence. Thero is nothing to he 
learned, as you well know. The system, as you are 
well satisfied, is false. Leave it in its rottenness. I 
went once to hear it deal with Scri|itnre. I went, 
htywever, not from curiosity, but for purposes of use 
and duty. That duty now is done ; — for I have ex- 
posed to you the corrupt and corrupting character of 
the system that denies a futui'e retribution. 

Let us live, my hearers, henceforth, in view of the 
great and awful truth tu wliicb our minds Lave been 
tui'ncd in tins discussion. Let us remember habitually, 
" it is appouited unto men once to die, but arter this 
the judgment" — that " wc must all appear liefore the 
judgment-scat of Ohrist, that every one may receive 
the tilings done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whelihor it he good or bad." Death rolls on 
apace : and as deatli leaves us, the judgment finds us. 

Do I Bpeak to some adherent ul' the Bystem? And 
shall it be in vain, my friend, that I have ehown you 
the system in a Uglit in which you have not seen it 
before — its hollown^isa williin — its sophistiy and dishon- 
esty — ^its dangcroua and immoral toudencice — tho cha- 
otic coudilion of its very ministry, not daring publicly 
to avow the sentiments they hold, but ever moving 
downward and ilowuwai'd, till their infidelity breaks 
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out of ite IiidiiiK-iilace. Shall it be in vaiu that you 
look in on their vadllatiou and discordance? And 
when those men stand up to he sponsore for G^od to all 
eternity — daro you trust your Iiojiea to snch blind 
guides? "K' the Idind lead Iho blind," said Iho Sav- 
ior, '* both shal! fall into the ditcli." 

Bpmcmhcr there are tiiuCH wlicii some of tlicse mCD.'' 
arc troubled at heart with their own doings. Tb^ 
may, they must, speak boldly abroad, whcu their souls 
(luail witliin. It is not iu human ualoi-e to defy "tliej 
whole force of God's word, ivilhout fearful misgiTingis.! 
Witliin the last sis years, there died in Pittsfield, Mass., , 
a rich but very dissolute man, — a UiiiTcreaiist. Jisstl 
before the funeral, the Kcv. Mr. H., a Methodist min-' 
istcr, visiting liis brother the tJuiversalist preacher, 
found him walkinft his room, apparently iii. great dis-( 
trc«8. '* What is the trouble," inquired the Methodist. 
" Ah," replied the tJuiversalist, " they want mc to put 
that man into heaven, but he is not there, bo is not 
there !" You will not be surprised to learn that the 
preacher soon left the Univcrsalist ministry. Uut vrhyJ 
oh ! why did he not tell that profligate that he would] 
not go to hoavon, before he died? 

Oh I what an awful responsibility rests on him wl 
flatters men (hat ihoy shall surely enter heaven, wlioi 
every Btop takes hold on death and holl ! And what a1 
meeting in that other wiirld, whoti the deceiver and liis i 
victim — he that recklessly prciichcd, and lie that j^reed-j 
ily heard, the soul destroying doctrine— sliall ^aze in 
each other's faces, and shall read, written in lines ol 
eternal despair, — " Tub usmcHTEOua shall kot iNHEBir| 

TUB KINGDOM OP Ood!" 





LECTURE SEVENTH. 

BESTORATIONIST VIEWS AMOi'G UOTVERSALISTS. 

Mutt. SXV: 48. Anil these sliall go away into everlastinf; imiiishmoiu 
bat the righwous iaio life eterauJ. 

In those words does tlie Lord Josus Clirist describe the 
duration of huiuaii i-etributioii, — GverlaBtiii^ jmuiali- 
mout, and life eternal. And my bearors will tstlie 
notice, that though our English versioii einploys two 
different words,— " everlasting" and " etorniil," — the 
term used iu the original Greek is in each ease pre- 
cisely the saxae. It is, moreover, the very same term, 
which, elsewhere in the New Testament, (Rom. 16: 
2C,) dcecribcs the duration of God's own esiKtcnce, 
when he is called '' the EVEQLASTrNo God." 

Tlie Bolemii nui'ration, of wliicb tliie forms the eou- 
clusion, sots forth the fnial judgment. The Son of 
Man shall come in Ide glory, and all the huly angels 
with him. Ho shaH wL upon tlic throne of his gloi-y, 
and before Iiitn shall be gathered all nations; and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
dividcth his sheep from the goats. Tlie sheep, his own 
chosen flock, he sots on his light hand ; he calls them 
" ye blessed of my Father." They arc " the righteous." 
Tliey include not merely those who may have known 
tlie Sa\ior in jierson, but the rigliteous through all 
time ; fur their Ciiristian offices had been rendered, not 
uuto him, but unto " Uie least of his bietlueu." The 
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kingdom awaiting the nglilcoixs, was '^ prcixircd for 
them bofore Uio foundation of tho world." Those 
TPhom he sets on his left hand, ho calls "yc cupsod.*' 
Thoy had not withholden &om Christ in pei-son, but 
they had refused the offices of piety towards him in 
Uie least of his brethren. And, as the home of tlte 
righteous was prepared Iicforo tlio foxmdation of the 
world, so, we arc told, the wicliod nro commanded to 
depart " into cvorlastiiig fire prepared for tho devil and 
his angels." "And these shall go awtiy iiilo everlast- 
ing or eternal pLiiiishuieiit, hut the ngliLeouB into life 
everlasting or eteninl." Thus the Lord Jesus Christy 
ill the same breath, declares the diu-ation of tho pun- ^j 
ishmont of the wicked, and of tho reward of tho righ^^f 
eons, l»y the very same word,. — and that, a word than ^^ 
wliieli there is no stronger in the Greek language to 
denote the ootuing eternity of God. Enough, then, 
that the pains of hell shall he coeval with llie happiness | 
of heaven, — and both of them with the ceaseless years , 
of God. 

Against this and other plain declarations of God's 
word, as wti have seen, there is a. considerable body of J 
men, who, though pretending to receive tlie Bible, 
boldly deny that there aliall be any puaishment at aU-j 
after death. Their iJoclrinc I have sufficiently shown 
to ho 110 cibKoleto thing, but a living sysloni of tlio 
present day, the pnhlished doctrine of the Unirersalist 
denomination. No dirTcreut doetrine has for many 
years been distinctly put forth in the printed volume* 
of tlic dcnomiuatiou. So far aa can be ascertained, it 
still holds undisputed possession of the groat mass 
of the Univcrealist pulpits and periodical literature. 
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It is the Kta1.eJ K|iiriliial food of tlie ileuominatioii. 
There arc some in the deuoniiiiatioM, however, — the 
smaller and hrltcr purtion, — who do not deny all 
ftiture punishment, but only its eternal coutiiuiance. 
As the latter view is much less glaringly absurd than 
the furmCT, and is far more respectable iii its social 
poKtiqji and iiifluencCj it is not unusual for those who 
iiold it, to persuade others and perhaps tliemselvcs, 
that it is somewhat prevalent. And it is not an un- 
hoard-of thing, for those who do not hold this view, 
when hard pressed \rith the low diaracter of their o%yn 
system, to licat a temporary retreat hehind the shelter 
and ttjc resiiectability of Restorationisra. In order, 
therefore, to meet the deviee, 1 propose, in the present 
Jeciiire, very briefly to consider the subject of 
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^B To do tlii-s satisfucltirily, requires that I first sketch 
^Vtbe lustory of tlie system; after which I will examine 
its fouudatidu. 

I. Tlic history of llestorationist views among Uni- 
versalis ts. 

John MrtiTay was a Uostorationist. So were Win- 
chester and Milehell; dad so wlm-c the groat body of 
Universal istfl until the year 1818, or nearly forty years 
^o. They bi-heved in p(ini5hracnt after death ; but 
iu the final " restoration " of all men, without except- 
ion, to endlobs blessedness. About that time, IJosos 
Ballou openly announced the theory, whieh ho had 
held in, privalfl, that " beyond this mojial ciistonco, 
the Bible teaches no other sentient state hut that 
vhicU is called by the l>l«sscd uoiue of lil'o and iuimor- 
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tatity."" Mr. IJ;l11. 



then cdilnr of tli 
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wius men cdilnroi iiie princi] 
Universalist journal, and ho used his organ so uffuctu- 
ally tliat lio soon carried noiirly the wliulc duiioin- 
iiiutiyn with liim. Many individuals, indeed, opposed 
his doctiine, complained of Iiis nurairiiuss in excluding 
them fioni tin; use of his jounid, and tlueatened se- 
cession. A separation did take place in 182tf, when 
the lioHcvern in fiilure punishmmil orfjaiiiwid tlicm- 
sftlvw into a distinct body, called Rcstoriitloni^ts. Tho 
Rcstomtioiiist movumcnt, as a Rcpamlc aHaii-, vios utt- 
succoKsfnl. Dr. Baird afRiiiis that " tho llc^torationist 
preachers in the Uiiitod Status hni-dly exceed twelve or 
fifteen ill nnmbcr, and tilieir churches are evea fewer.'*t 
It 18 not to be understood, however, that all who 
held Rcslorationist views, joined this separate uii>vc- 
luent. But it is a sad commentary on tho character 
of tho adherents of Univcrsalism, that in twelve short 
years from the time when Ballou first broached his 
system, the great body of Univci-salists came over to 
his riews, and hut a small minonly coutluued to arow 
their belief iu any futuic imuishment. This is Mr. 
Wluttcmoro's own showing. His Modem History of 
Univeraalism was published i» 1830. During the pre* 
vious year he had written letters to prominent Uni- 
versalist proaelicrs in ditTorcnt parts of the country, 
im|uirin}? what proportion of the deuomiitation around 
thooi denied all future sufTenng. He quotes tho 
answers of eleven different persona, J residing in seven 
difforout states of the fnion. In no instance did the 



• Whltiomow's Mod. Hist, of Un. p, 436. t JleUjpion in Am«<riie*, 
(N. T., 166B,) p. SGS. { Mgticni Hiautry of Uujtci^hiIIgiu, pp. 433— 
Ml. 
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irriter declare that a inajoiit/ hoUl to future |miiish- 
meut. And according to the total tcslimonj, the 
believei-s m future discipline in the douomiiiHtion, 
were botli insignificant in number, and quite indif- 
ferent npyn the subject.* 

From tliii.t time onward, tho ultra Universallst olc- 
mcut scans to haye completely occupied tho field ; and 
Rostorntionism, so far as it has existed in t!ie denomi- 
nation, has beL'u ijuite tlioroughly muzzled. The stan- 
dard books and, with faint exceptions, tho jieriodicals, 
liaro distinctly taught no different, doctrine from that 
of Bollou aiid Wbittcmore, for a quarter of aceutury. 

*The eirongCftt enso fi>r E&eumtionism wns (;i*"" !>? Tt*^'- W". A. 
Drew, of Muinii, wlio t.nld, " I slmiilil iliink tluM ii ninjoi-iij of onr IreiJi- 
rsn would nr)/ Hflirm |i<i»itivfly, as their settltil lislk'J'. dial then will, or 
will not ItL' piinipliraunt iipronftci'. Tiie otliec hnlf iiiivy dc proitr cqiinlly 
divided on ihc sii'ijeci," "Of ilio niimalfrB.fivo arc ojicn dlsbi'licvers o* 
aay Aiiai*'^ pui^islimcnt ; @iglit prnfets lu U'liave it, but iiici^t of llieui do 
r ue&m t") ije Blwnuom oliout it; mid [lie rtmaiiiikr ure otudioualj 
[■Dent on tiic nubjuct." 

r. 8. R. SmitJi, of ClintJjJi. N, Y.. after i;ivliiv ii m IiIs opinion that 
n in fiituro pimiiiliiiipnt ore "not ns niitnep&iis iii those wJio r^oct 
the doctrini'," wide tliut " (liis i» a f^iibjcct ou whicli xerj Little lateNst ia 
ftit, und IP a*.'ldiiiii iigiiatcii bj' llic (iiviirlicrj." 

Kcv. A. B. Grofli, liwti of LatinisioL- Cd,, Pn., t.liouglH Ihnt noi niora 
I jhiui n ilftci'Dtli ur twijcitiijlli purt of thu Uuuomiiutit^u HTOuail liini be- 
lUevcd in nny fiiiuTQ iiunitiliiiicnt. 

Alexas'liT McliiU!, c-diri>r of tliu rjlu'raliat, iii TVilmiiigtod, N. C, 
wiitcs: " UiiivcTsaliats in lliia state, with l"Jl few cst'CiJtioii-, lieliwve Jli 
DO puni»Iimfnt nftcr iltuili." 

Rtiv. J. Kill «-i'.II, u. tritTclliiig proneher in Ohio ttiid IndJnim, Miys ; 
"Tlion.' in Ijiit onus preiiplier within my oeijaaifitam-c, caljiag hlmscira 
nniviiniiili.Kt. whd l)i:Ut;vej iii auj futuru puiiishniniU, miU Llitru uro l>ut 
few jirivaio in'ilviduftls." 

Bcv. J. C, Waldo nf CitipioTHiti, Bays thai he Iwinw from n Mr. B. 
nitn is t))nniil;:;l.]ly nriiiinintiHl in cvt'iy i>i^(^tioil of lllie wuatiy, that "tbo 
B(wtoreuotii«ts niv compuimivvLy nutJiinti." 



202 



LBCTTIBKS OM mnVl!BaAl.l3W. 



A gijod illiistratioii of llio slate of things, is found in 
the case of Rev. Bussell 8treeter. It (ie«nis that iii Ihc 
year 1844, lit* wmtu, in llio Uiiiversalist Watchman, a 
«cries of letters " to a Young Minister," in which he 
objocted to the views of Bulhui. anil contended for fu- 
ture accomitaViilitj'. Tlie Oospol Banner ul' Nov, 1844, \« 
cotnmtiuting upon, the fact, saytt, '^ Hq is a Restoration-^H 
ist, and always has heen. Tlie numlier of surh in the ^^ 
denomination is iint smidl, but llit'Ir desire for the 
peace of. tlic order has caused them to bo more careful 
than some of difTcrtint views have bcc^n, as to coamiit- 
tiiig the Older to their oi»inions.'* Now I have in mj 
]iowiCwii4)n a work hy this same ttnssell Strcicler, entitled, 
" Familiar Oonversaiioiis, in wliicli the lialvation of all 
mankind is ckarhj exhibited and iUn^irntcd." Tlic edi- 
tion which i Iiavc was printed in the same year, 1S44 ; 
hut so careful was this Re sto ratio iiist not to commit 
the dctitiminatJoii to his opinions, thst I hav<r looked 
through it in vaiu to find an intimation of his pecaliar 
views. And (on page 7C) he distijictly *' denies that 
there Ls any diflcrunce wbidi deserves to he called es- 
scntialf'* among Univei-Balists. la 1849, as you remem- 
ber, M r. Bullou asserted, '* 'Diough there are some now 
who helieve in what ia called future retrlhulion, we 
know of none wtio pretend to prove it by Divine rere- 
Ifttion, or dwell upon it in their preacliing." The ci- 
perieuci"! of Hcv. Mr. George will also be remembered, 
who, within a few months, inquired in i-am at the IJni- 
Tcrisalist hook-store in Boston, for any volume issued 
by the ilcuomination, teaching future retribution; and 
sought ill vain for tlio doctrine in their catecliisms. 
Still it has Ijcen supposed bj some, that within a 
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vary few years, (aomofourorsix,) Restoratioaist ^-icws 
have boGn TCyiTuig Iii tko donomiiiatiou. It may he 
true llirtt Eoiuu leadiug meu mv dcHJi-uus to ri^c from 
the dcC]j (legiadation of bald Univcraalism. If so, 
they arw feeling Iheir way cauliously, and, thus far, 
can show no land-marks of their progress. Thor« have 
slwayB hccii Bcsstoratiouists tu tht Uiiiversalist niiuistiy, 
but tliey have commonly held their pluctis on condition 
of holding their jicacc. Fur vcs])ectability's sake, many 
of tlie miitiylry might wish to toach some futuro pun- 
ishment ; but the motley group that compose their con- 
gregations, will not eiiduro it, and they dstre not preach 
it. Since, however, tUc majority of the AnKiriuau 
UiiiCiu'liii) Association Imvo avowed their belief in the 
final Restijj'.itiQn of all men, prnlmiiiy niniiy Uiiivui-nal- 
ists hiive hv.tiR encomragod with the hope of hocoming 
connected with a doiiorainntion which occupies a roucU 
more c:<'iiteel position in society ; and have boon ein- 
holdeiic'i by their support to look favorably on the loiig- 
proscribod doctrine. And there Imvc even been ii few, 
a very f(!w, instances of intorchango and union between 
the churches of the two doiioniiiiutions. 

Enlh'cly Jiicrtidulons of any essentially diflcrout state 
of tilings, in the denomination a,t large, fromthat to which 
Kr. Bullou testified seven y<.'=*'ri* sgo, and whieh Mr. 
Goorgfi aKcertainod a few uionths since, I determined 
to go to head-riuartcrs for information. Accordingly, 
since my pitu'iouy lectures were delivered, I wrote to 
three prominent membois of the donominuliun, who, 
as I supposed, held the Kestorationist view; Uav. K. 
H. Chapin of New York, Uev. T. 8larr King of Boston, 
.And Itiv. Eli Ballou of Montpelier, editor of the Chris- 
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tian Bcpository. I iislcoil them if llicy would refer mo 
to some liixjk or treatise, that Hdvotiates the viyws of 
Xha Ufstomlionisls. Mr. Uiihou lirat replied lo my Jii-^ij 
quiry ; and in a very coiu'teous note, dated Sept. 25^^^ 
1866, lie meutioiis lliPCQ hooks whieli tfut'h Ihat doo^^ 
trine, viz : Windiester's DiaJygncs, Petitpierro on tbo. 
Divine GtiodiiQss^ aad T. Soutliwood SmiiU on the 
vine Govenmieiil. In a jiostscript, he adds that hi 
presiimos thuse books ax'c "out of print," htitprohablj 
Ihey could Ih; found and boiTcwed. Do you ask, wlie 
were tlie.w hooks written i The first was pi[bIi!<l)od ii 
17S8, sixty-eight years ago ; the second in 178(1, or sev^ 
cuty years iigo ; and the third in 1816, forty yews i 
He was right iu his coiijectiurc that they were out 
print ; I luive st>nt in vain to Xew York and Boston 
procure a copy of tlio latest and iiblest of the till 
■written by a man who afterwards turned infidel.- — TJJ 
his postneript, Mr, UjJIou adds "R. Stroetor's Convei 
tioHB " to the list ; hut I have eiaminod that volumo^ 
aud do not fiud the doctrine there. lie also uiontic 
that lie encloses me a copy of his paper eontiiininij; his 
views, and an article from the Araljassador. But Uie 
paper has, for soiuc reason, failed to reach nie. Those 
are all the references which lie could give me. Now 
ill view of these facts, when in the eourKc of his letter 
he expresses the opinion that " probahly mast of tlio j,i 
preachers of the Universalist Denomination hold tha^| 
doctrine of future dwclplinc," I cei-taiiJy think ho liaa^fl 
given a very singular proof of his opinion. A very 
odd deaomination this, iu which "most " of the prea 
era hold a doctrine, the jirincipal voliuncs in defence i 
which were written from forty to seventy ycara agoj 
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ftnd wliiiili are now uut of print and out of the market; 
while far years the market luxs Ijcen, and uo\v is, flood- 
ed witb works denying tlio doeti-ino which " most" of 
these ])roiicliers hold, — and ycl sclliiig, cdiliou aftei' 
edition,* A Toiy siiigidiir dojLomiiiation ! While 
therefoL-e I would sjjcak respectfully of Mr. Ballou, I 
must correct his o|>iiiii.iii by liis facts. 

From Rev. T. .S. King, ala-i, I received a higlily 
courteous reply, dated Sept. 29, 1856. Ho referred 
me in fTLMiersil for " strong presentations of the argu- 
ment for Universal Solvation," to the collected works 
of Rev. Eosea Ballon, and Rev. I. "Q. Williamson, both 
of them dcniers of future punishnicut! f He said, 
however, that if I was iuqnh'ing for the Restoratiunisl 
doctrine distinctly, he did not at present recall any 
single work in its defence, hut that treutiscs heating 
(m it miglit be found iu the Universalist Quarterly 
Review. In regard to that Review I will speak pres- 
ently. Tliis is all the information Mr. King could give 
me.f 

Mr. Cliapin never replied to my inquiry. Bat not 
long afterwards, helug in New Yoi'k, I went to the 
Universalist Book-store, kept at the entrance of his 
chnrcli, and inquired for RcstoratiouisI: honks. The 
clerk, iu response, jmlled out from a miscenanooiis 

* The iivailk L'lliciou of Culib'e Conipniil naa iiuliUnliril lii 1834 ; tlic 
tliiril aiiri siciviHj-po L-Oltiuii ol' Balloii'ii Li'L'luro Scnuciiis, in 18M; 
WhiUi'iMrt'i PUiin Gukleliiul nAA in IS&l, to tlifimmlicr »1' 10,000 <w 
1S,00(J; iLiitl »i>on. Tlicso books iliora is nu <lif(l>iiuliy in Hiuliiig notr. 
t Mr. Wil limn sun nt timt^i mvmi iniMiiuil.-tent wIiIj hiiuseir. 
t Tliy infui'iiinli.in iiniRlit mid olilained in tl;e«(> leittis, it will hn pw- 
OOivOit, wjL-. eiitirtly of ii giiimral ntiil |niMii' n/itiin- — tliucxiatciiue of 
■ eertHiti bi>uk« anil trcati^cR. 1 wiih to ^ix-iik gf ilicxc uciilluinot), also, 
tiritli CDtii-u n^jjQCl — ttiout,'!) atiangors lo mo |wnoaully. 
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pile of dingy pamphlets, a troatisa purporting to 
been writtca Tiy Jeremy Wliite, cliaplain to Olivi 
Cromwdl, mid piililUlieJ (after his death,) in the year 
1707, one huudred anil forty nine years ago ! " But 
have ytui nothing else ?" " Nothing," was the 
8wer ; .and I thought I coukl understaml why 1 neve 
receivotl a reply from Mr. Chapin, to my iiicpiiry. 

Foiled thus to get on track of Restoration ism, I fo' 
lowed Mr, King's snggestiou and ttirnod to the Qii 
terly Review. I examined all tlie numhers of tli 
periodical for tlie yoars 1855 and 1H56, without find- 
ing ai'ticle or paragraph, tliat distinctly advocates p: 
ishniuiit ln;ynnd tht grUTC. Tlic mora! tone of 
pcriodieol is higher tliaii that of Wliittcmore ui Balloa 
but during thcso two years it contains no Restoration' 
ism. Without exploring further, I turned bar.k lu tli 
Number for January, 1853, which, I Iiad been tol 
coiit.uini'.d a nnted articlo. by Rfr, King advueating tl 
view. And iu an articli; of fifteen pjiges ou tlie theme 
'* Y^at must I do to be saved ?" — I find two, or m.o9t 
throe, 6«ntcnc€s wliicb somewhat distinctly avow Ilia 
opinion Uiat the consequences of mou's actions may 
follow them into eternity. Two of these scntcn 
however, are encumbered with a " perhaps." 
third sentence reads thus : " Hoaveu and hell are di 
ferencos of dep-ees ; Eternity ie the onward sweep anrf 
dcvclopniciit of the life of time." 

TUo same number of tbe Review containe an artidi 
by Uosca Ballou, '2nd. on the " Condition of men aft 
death." And it afi'ords aa instructive iusiglit into tli< 
state of the denomination, to find throe- fourths of hi 
ai'ticle devoted to combatting throe notions conccniin; 
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the future state : — first tliat it' is attended witli a loss 
of personal existence or self-consciousoess — a kind of 
absorption or virtual annihilation ; soeond, tJiat it iu 
acconitfiinied by a loss of all knowledge of our former 
BeWes — a virtual annihilation and re-creation ; tliii'd, 
that it iji introduced hy a "suspension of existence for 
thousands of years." Having scttSed these questions in 
the uegalive, he at last advances timidly to tliat ''ei/e- 
sore of a qveHton, vrlicther the experience and charat> 
tcr of the present life will have any effect ou us aftftr 
death." "With great, caution and circufflspctitiouj he 
maintains l!ie affirmativo. He oven cites scripture to 
show thiLt good men will feel the effect of their self- 
denying lives ; and two passages to show, that "the 
cnnsciiucucos of a disoliedieut and impenitent life secw. 
also to be traced into the future state." One of these 
refers to the '•spirite in prison," who, ''it was the thought 
of St. Pclisr." contiiiiUL'd nndcr "(Usadvaulage" I'lom 
the time of N'oah to the time of Christ. Mr. Ballou 
amply apologizes for touclung tliis "cyc-snrc," liy in- 
JSjrming us^ (on p. 48.) that if we liccp "the profouud- 
er sentiments unimpaired in wliiuh so much of tho 
vitality of our [Univerealistj faith lies, it is compara- 
tively of little conseinienco how we decide the ques- 
tioa of temporary i-ewards or punishments hereafter ;" 
and al?o (on p. 51) that it does not seem to him "a 
suhjcct of primary importance."* 

Though for the last two years, at least, tho Review 
has mended its maimcis, and t^crupulou^ly refrained 



• On pftgi) 7 of these iectui-e-i, the txtilor of tiiu QitiirtPrly i« iumlvnT- 
Mniljr jEpoUen of. us ailvouatiui; no fultire paoiiLmcut. 1 wuili hcra to 
r the corroctioti. 
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fi-om disturbing the " eyt'Sore" we are lold by the 
Eev. A. B. Oroflli, that '* tlius far it has not paid itsi 
way."* 

The tnitli is, wliatovcr a few leading miuislors mayl 
desire for rospsctaliility's eato, or Irom conviiition, tho' 
moss of the dciiotnmu.tion vrill not bear of any futuro 
puiiisbmciit. It is not the thing they pay the ]>ronchw^ 
for; it is not in the contract. Thuy want *'smwjt 
things," and sniootli tilings thi^y will Imvo. More thi 
one Restorntionist miiiislor, it is woll known, hiw kt'iii 
his place by kccpiug silent on his belief. The p«o])laJ 
"carud not wliut he believed," if ho did not preai; 
futnro p u nisi luio lit. And should thu tJnivojsalisl min- 
istry, as a liody, go over to Rcstorationism, tmd openly 
urge tlioir doctrine, llieyTill einiply Icavu their ploees;! 
the denomination will never follow them. A fww TTni- 
tni'ian pulpit.i muy Ijc tipt'ued hieforo the more educated' 
of them; — and the Univoi-salist pulpits will he shut bo- i 
hind th am. The mighty gravitation, vlucli in twelTQi^H 
short years dragged the whole Kcct down rrom the^^ 
plane of RflStoriilioiiUni into the abyss of TTniversalism, 
will hold it whora it fell. It containK elemunts that no 
buraon power eau raise. The mass o!' its congregaticoiaJ 
will never bear of any punislumint beyond the grave^ 
whether from an orthodox or a UmrersaUst jiroacher.' 
A sigiiifiuatit rfljily was given in this vicinity, iml raany 
months ago. A mcmlter of a Universalist Cougn>-j 
gaUon »touLly maintained that the preacher wbomj 
he had heard for years, did not belie-Te in aoj 
fntnrc puniMJunent. Being informed a fi-w days after,,1 
that his preacher, tnidcr an emergency, had expressed , 
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or seemed to express Restoratioiiist views — " Well, if 
he tteliovGs iu future punislunont, / don't," wo.? the 
brief and significant reply. Ajid wliatevormaybe the 
transient resort of emergencies, doubtless tliat preaclier 
w-ill never ventuio Iialjilually and earnestly to press 
ujjon tlie men who compose liis eonfjjrogation, the con- 
sequences of their present lives in anoDicr world, as a 
divine teatliing, and a theme of momentous practical 
concern, — aintil his mind is fully prepared for auotlier 
field of labor than tlie Universalist pulpit. The 
demand for Ultra-Universal ism will no"vor cease till 
man's opposition to God's law ceases; and the demand 
will create a supply. 

Notwithstanding the scarcity and timidity of Restor- 
ationist views in the Universalist denomination, the 
discussion of tlie subject will not be complete, without 
some examination of 

ri. The feundation of the system. The Rcstoration- 
ist scheme, as now held in the Univci-salist sect, main- 
tains that all suffering is inflicted for the good of the 
individual sinner, — that it is solely for discipline and 
reformation; that this suffering will in many cagoa ex- 
tend an unknown period into the other world, but will 
in all cases bring (lie sinner to holiness and happiness. 
On this particulai' scheme — remedial and temporary 
puaiehmcnt or suffering beyond the grave, — I remark, 
1. The doctrine depends and must depend chiefly on 
Other grounds than Scripture declaratione. It is essen- 
tially extra-scriptnral. It does not, and it cannot, 
TBnture to meddle much witli those tests that speak 
epeuifieally of the condition of men beyond tho grave, 

blf they are allowed to teach anjthiBg, thoy teach 

I U 
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& gwat deal too much for Restoratioiiism. Either 
of two courses might lie adopted with them. — 
They raay be taken in their full meaning atid fti- 
tore reference ; or their future reference may Ite 
recklessly denied. It is difficult to lalte a half-way 
position, admitting the reference to future puidsbmeiit, 
and then restricting their moaning. The hninble 
Christian takes them as they are : the ultra-Ujiiversal- 
irt makes a clean sweep of everything. He denies that 
eternal life, or tlie kingdom of heaven, or the judg- 
ment, ever refer to another world. "Eternal" and 
"forever," not only do not denote eternity, — Ihey do 
not even enter eternity, they do not pass out of 
t!ii» woild. He makes tliorougli work, by denying all 
rewards, as well as punishi\ieiits, hereafter. For he 
>aw that if the terrible tide of retribution were once 
suffered to flow in another world, it might flow on, — 
and " forever " might be indeed forever. He saw tltat 
when he began to amputate the word of God, he might 
fer better cut it clean off at the trunk. Hosea Ballou 
well expressed the dilemma, when he said, — '*We 
know of no passages of Scripture, which imply the ci- 
ifitcncc of either sin or punishment in the future state. 
Could wo find any such testimony, we should then need 
Scripture proof that such sin and piuiislinient will have 
an end, in order to be consietaot Univcrsalista." In 
tnilh, it was only by boldly carrj-irig out the principles 
on which the earlier RestorationiBts restrained the 
Scriptures, that the whole denomination sunk in a 
doMu years into low Univcrsalism. Sy untenable ia 
Uiat middle position, on .Scripture grounds, that Mr. 
Ballou, as wc are informed in his Life by Whiltemore, 
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years in the hafcit of challenpng any one to 
produce a paseago that taught any punishment horeaf- 
ter. He probably was confident that he could push the 
Eestoratlonist, by his own principles, from hig poeitioa. 
He must go farther, or not so far. He must deny tliat 
muf future punishment, or admit tliat eternal punish- 
ment ia taught in the Scriptures ; -or he must let 

Wie Scriptures alono. For tlio Scriptures do not speak 
of eemi-eternal punishment. 

Modern RcstorationistB seem to have learned the 
leeson. They make little appeal ^ tlie Bihle in sup- 
port of their peculiar tenets. Those who constituted 
the majority of the American Unitarian Asgociation in 
1853, distinctly admit, " It is our firm conviction that 
the final restoration of all is not revealed in the Scrip- 
tttreSj but that the ultimate fate of the impenitaut 
TFicked is left shrouded in impenetrable obscurity, so 
far as tlie total declarations of the sacred writers are 
concerned ; the doctrine of the final restoration of the 
wicked is, with them, " a couBistent speculation of the 
reason and a strong belief of the heart." They there 
fore Ray that they " cannot emphasise it in the foro- 
ground of their preaching as a sure part of Ohnsliani 
ty, but only elevate it in the hack-ground of their sys- 
tom, as a glorious hope which seems to them a warran- 
ted inference from the cardinal principles of Christian- 
ity as well as from the great verities of moral ecieuce." 

The theory of Rev. T. S. King, as exhibited in hi* 
•rticle on " What must I do to ho saTod," seems in ite 
essential features to he nearly as independent of Scrip- 
ture authority, as was the system of Plato- He teach- 
es that salvation ts not rescue from an outward danger, 
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nar the purcliase of au inherits nee ; it is only a Kp' 
ual state. Our cUaractcrs cousLUute our licavou or our 
salvation. There is no hell but evil, no heaven but 
goodnCjiG. Our redouiptiou is iutcrrml ; we get the 
hoavon we earn, only what we earn, ami just as much 
as we earn. And all which the mercy of God can do 
in the ctise is to fiU"nisU the opportunity and means for 
our own culture. The path of vice is a gradual de- 
scending slope into spiritual dcgiadation and death — 
a k1o[>6, the iaclinatlon of which depends on the liumau 
will, and which pefliaps Itcepa the same angle into 
eternity. The path of virtue does not open into a 
paradise of rewards ; a man's holiness is his heaven 
and his salvation here ; and Uie holiness he carries 
with him through the tomb, gives him ranlc and con- 
stitutes his salvation at the commencement of bis fu- 
ture career. When therefore a uxan seriously Bska 
himself — ^'What must I do to be saved?* the true on- 
swor will be, conquer your most seductive temptations, 
wrestle steadily against your principal weakness, bring 
■up tlio level of your life by stopping the peculiar out- 
let through which your virtue leaks away ; fortify your 
character on the eide of your prevailing poverty and 
need.* Such, in liLs own language somewhat condensed, 
is Uie substance of this brilUant w riter's noted arfiele. 
And tliough garnished, here and there with a Scriirtui* 
phrase, by way of decoration, can a scheme of more 
unmitigated Deism anywhere be found? What one 
Lonot of Bupcrhtiman origin lia« the system ? Let us 
accord all credit to the system for tlie slreunousuess 

• Van. QiukT. Her., Jan. l»a3. 
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with wbich it insists on virtue: but if tliere be one 
feature in it, for which it is more dcpcndnnt on Scrip- 
ture autliority than was the system of Plato, we would 
be glad to know what it is. Tliis, however, le the moat 
attenuated form of Restorationism. 

Hosoa Ballon, Snd, though inclijied more to Scrip- 
ture authority, is manifestly wary of adducing texts 
conceniiug " future discipline." He cautiously cites 
two or three passages which "eeetn" to him to irnply 
that good men reap some benefit hereafter from their 
labors and sclf-dciuals here ; and two only, liy whioh 
" the eonsequcnces of a disobedient and impenitent 
life jecffi to bo traced into the future state." One of 
these latter passages is that concerning " the spirits in 
prison," 1 Peter 3 : 18—20 ; tho other, 2 Cor. 5 : 8—10, 
containing these TPords: " For ■wo must all appear be- 
fore the judgmciit-sca.t of Christ, that every one may 
rcccivo the things done in the hody, according to that 
he liath done, whether it he good or had." He does not 
venture to quote a pasnagc that indicates tho length of 
future punislunent ; but dispatches tlio whole Bubjcct 
tbxis : *' Other texts might be quoted in point, did it 
Kccm to us a subject of primary importance."* 

And doubtless tho advocates of RcEtorfttionism will 
honcefortli be, as they now are, wary of citing Scrip- 
ture tcrts. For when tlie Scriptures are once permit- 
ted to spoak on the subject of future punishnoont, it 
is difficult to arrest their fearful tide of testimony. I 
proceed, then, to remark that 



* Id. pp. 48 — $1. Tbe rv4d«r will »» vhj no nttcotpt ia mtio is 
deal wtlh ihcliookH of WinrhcBKr. IVcitpitrrc and fionihnood Smili.— 
Their prcBvrtt authority would be mt once doDiod, an it wtia by WUtle- 
uon twenty-five y«an ago. Sm Ci«org« ca Un. p. 3Bf). 
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2. The doctrine is iiirolreil iu iiisuptJi-aWo dKficuIties, ' 
evou upon principles ofroasou and facts of Providence. ij 

It asBCrts two tilings : that all the snfTeriiig of tka^f 
siimcr is l>ut a discipline for his good ; and that it will ^" 
B\iTe\y result iu his perfect holiness and happiness. — 
Were not tlie Bible iu the way, ueither of these points i 
could he sustained by evidence. 

T1)0 htateiueut that all puuieihment is only for the 
individual good of tlio ofrender,i9agratnitousa!<.'nim[>- 
tion. And not only so ; it is false both to the uituitire 
moral conviction of man, and the cloar coui^c of God*s 
Providential government. Our moral cuiivicUon that 
^n deserves pxinieluuent, has no respect whatever 
(he welfare of the oSeudcr. God has so made us that' 
when we see crime, or are guilty of it, our conscience 
says it deserves punishment ; if it be atiocioiis crime^ 
tliat decision is vehement and indignant — it sUrs a 
whole community. It looks not first even to the wel- 
fare of Kociety — it looks not to the ofTeuder's rcfonna- 
tion. It fixes its gaze on the nature of the crime, the 
demerit of the act, and says, " it ought to be punislied.^' ^1 
So far iit that eenso of ill-douert fi'om regarding tlio ^M 
offender's lu^pine&s.it declares thiit his happinu<« ought 
to be diminished. We may labor to recover him from 
ain, that he may incur no more ill-desert ; but Um tfpon- . 
taneoua judgment of the moral sense is that, asida^ 
from all nitcrior considerations, guilt dcsorvc! punish- 
ment. The oQcnder's good has nothing to do with that , 
jndgraent. 

Tho providence of Ood repudiates the principle.' 
flis obedient children are indeed blessed by afBictions. 
But it is notoriously othonvi&c with the great mass of 
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vfle men, through this whole life. Except wliei-o the 
peculiar refutTuatory iiifluences of Christ's goispul are 
brought to bear, suffering makes men worse. The 
more miserahle, the more maiignaut aud reckless and 
sinful. What countless multitudes of cases could be 
cited, iu which men aad women have sunk lowtjr and 
lower in ferocious aud desperate sin, even as the pen- 
alty of their sins came gathering heavily upon them, 
until life went out in utter moral dai-kness, God does 
send on men a vast amotuit of suflferiug, which mani- 
festly docs them no good whatever. And how many 
unprincipled men are there in over/ community, now 
held to rcHpectability by llieix outward connexions of 
comfort aud enjoyment, whom, were they stripped to- 
day of wealth and health aud friends and position and 
pleasure, and all outward respect and hope, you would 
sec to-morrow give themselves up to all iniquity. 

And yet, this is a world of grace and hope. Even 
in this life of hope, of parliai hardening, and of better 
influences, sufforiug proves reformatory, iu general, 
only to less hardened sonb. As men grow hold in sin, 
suffering itself commonly servea but to devolopc new 
SLnd more appalling forms of guilt ; espeoiallj so, when 
they are given up to each other's society, and respect 
itself is gone. 

While, therefore, this doctrine, in its principle, is 
not sustained by the native mora] convictions, as a 
theory of events, it is contradicted by the facta of 
this life. 

But the diilicultieB are not exhausted ; they increase 
as we look beyond this world. Where shall tlicso im- 
penitent wicksd find tlieir society, iu order to I'Dform? 
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Certainly not with tlic cliildrcn of God ; tliat would] 
mar bGavcn. It must then be vith each otht:r. A 
Blraugo Tcfonnatory scene! Tfic jilace where all tbej 
moet awrul criminals that the world has &ccn in all 
ages of iiistory, and where only those who ai-e outcasts 
from hoHiicas and God are gathered together, — God*8 
groat slate's-prisou, witliout cither chapel or chaplain, 
■where no holy society nor holy influence eycr enters, — i 
is Bssurodly the last place in all God's universe to sendj 
men for repentance, — men who, wien less guilty, andl 
Furroniidcd with ercry good influence, nnd every help 
and hope, yot resisted the calls of Christ ! The knowl-^j 
edge ot human nature in deep ^ilt and desperat^^^ 
emcrgenciws, and in the worst of all soeioty, casts no ^' 
Bliadow of light, notlttug hut deep gloora, on the pros- 
pects of lost, men ; it gives all prohability to that foai'fhl 
Scripture, " they gnawed thoir tongues for pain, Bndj 
Hji.sphemod the God of henven." When all Iho appli-| 
anees of a world of prohatiou, of lio])c, of Cliristianf 
society, of spiritual help, of compiu-ative ease of mind,' 
prove unavailing, — wliat, alas, ia to he expected from 
tlie compjuiionship of devils, from the withdrawment^^i 
of God's s])ii'it, from iuecssant remorse, from loss otj^f 
earthly rt'Ftraiuts and mutual respoct,— from drgpair ? '^^ 
Surely, until the dovil and his anjfols are fit guidaH to -j 
holinei-s, and until ages of cm-sing and blasphemy f^id ^H 
to train the soul for angelic praises, hell is no place to ^^ 
prepare for heaven ! And Ballou himself makes n fatal 
admission, when he grants in regard to the " sphits In 
prison," who had heen disobedient in the time of Noah, 
that " tlie disadvantage tinder which tliejf cuiithtutd down 
to the time of Christy was occasioned by their former 
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Obstiiiacy."' For iT not ono hundi-od nor two Imndrcd 
years ftlono, but tweiitj-threc long woary cuutiii-ies 
could roll awayin suffering and sin as tho fruit oftliat 
" former obstmacy," what becomes of tbe boasted re- 
formatory power of suffering? what of the appeal to 
God's mercy ? And what sliall prevent oilier ages on 
agCB rolling by, and leaving them still in sin and woe ? 
- — For the Scripture says not ono word of tbeii- re- 
pen tance.t 

But the difficulties are not ended. If tliuir former 
obstinaej occasioned a " disadvantage " uf at least 
tweuty-tbree hundred years, what of all their subse- 
quent obstinacy ? Does that go for notliing ? or does 
God visit tliat also with " disadvantages ?" And at 
that rate when will their sufTerings liavft an end ! — 
Thoj have been going on in sin. God left them to go 
on. It was therefore not unjust in him to sutler it, 
jior is it unjust in him to punish it. Indeed, wc might 



* Oiiiv. (iuartorly Ruv. Jnn. 1853, p, 49. Mr, EolloiiiBeilitor of die 
Review^ aiiij Fn'sidetit of Tufts' College, 

1 Mr. Bnlltm would proIjalHy irai)ly thiit " tlie §pliiw in prl&ou " were 
liberated in tlie time of CiirisL. But God's word sajB no atii'li lliin^. 
He aUo Lnlil», AS I stippose, tlijtt Chnrt prenched 10 them wliile they 
were in prison, But th« intcllig«ni reader of Scripiaro will ol<scrvo that 
the apostlii BHvs that "bi/ ihf spirit" Clirist preai'licd to them, — Iliiit ihcj 
■le de*cri(iod m diiobydiont " in tho duya of NoilIi," — iird tliBt tiio Bftin-o 
CpoBLlo (EnS Pel. 3 : S,)sp<;akRof Noali sif "a prenflier of rif,-tite">u»)iws." 
Pulling' tticac tiling! tojrfllier, wo linvc ihis niitiii'iil nnd ScriptiinJ ox- 
pltmiitioo : CliriHlf by llic epirit, and ilirough tlio inai rumen ml ity of 
l!Ionli, prcnciicd to tho spirits noio in prison, wLilo "the l<»tig-suf!i.'ritig of 
Ood waited iQ tlio (liijB of Nool]." So Piml Hiid, " As lliough God did 
beeeoch you by ua, wo pray you in Christ'fl stead, ho ye reconcilwl to 
Cod." Tn takv for granted that the preuching wm in their priBuo, niuch 
more, iliat it delircred ibom from prioon, is a nnkd M»iimpti«ii widiont 
mictoQCO. 
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put the whole ansa of endless punisluneat on tliis 
Biinplc ground : " If God may witliout injury ijcrmit A i, 
creature to liiU into eiii to-day, and puuisli him for it^^f 
why may he uot do the same to-morrow, aud so on ^^ 
throuKh everyday or period of his existence?'" And 
the God who could deUberatoly permit that sinning 
aud suffering to rcTolvo its wretched round during 
that vast period from the days of Noali until Clirisl, 
from Imndreda of years before tho period of authentic 
history, while empires ou earth were risiug aud falling, 
and the earth itself was growing old, — is it at all in- 
credible that the same God should suffer it to contlnoe 
down beyond tho range of all earthly historj', when 
these empires and tlie earth itself have passed away t 
Hay he not make good his word ? and is tlicrc not a 
terrific probability that "everlasting punishment" 
may be everlasting ? When once tho bcgiimiug of 
future punishment is conceded, there rest* on chose ^^ 
who encourage the sinner with the hope of its li'tiiiiiiii^B 
tion, a mighty responsibility to prove their assertion by^^ 
most indubitable evidence. And when Ihey onee ad- 
mit tliat punishment continues generation after gener- 
ation, century after century, aud chiliad after chiliad, 
is not the prospect dark a.H midnight, that it may go aa^u 
forever and forever ? Hj 

Indeed, the doctrine of limited future punishment 
for discipline, so far from clearing up tiie mercy of 
(rod, only embarrasses the case. It supposes a ucodleae 
and wanton severity. IS there be actual uvoitff in sin, 
calling for vengoajioo, if the elmuu of a violated law 
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of ineffable value, aiidtheofieudcddiguitjof an insult^ 
cd God, justly demand fearful and endless woes, — we 
ean at least comprehend the case. Those sufferings 
are a doom. Thcj roll on because the^ are forever to 
roll on. All is in keeping. It is not mercj": it is jus- 
tice, holding on the eveu tenor of its way. But that 
mere mercy, with resources sudi as could arrest Mary 
I Magdalene and Saul of Teu-sus, iu a mouaejit, should 
L yet deliberately choose to inflict ages and ages of suf- 
^^rfering, to bring to repeutauce those whom it might at 
^H once have dolivered, is, according to tlie first princi- 
^0 pies of Kestoratlouism, inexplicable and ini^onsistent. 
Tbofie guiTenngs are inflicted without necessity and 
■without justification, unless they itre inflicted for &omo 
other end than the sinner's reformation — tlicy ai"0 a 
■wanton exercise of cruelty. For, that repentance 
might have been eeeured at a much less fearful rate. 
r^And if the Rostorationist deny that mercy could *ave 
^Bfbe siiiuer, except by the discipline of ages, let him SOQ 
^Bto it lest be deny God's power to pave liim at all. 
^H' There are other formidaklo difl^cnltics attendant on 
^Ktltis echcmc. But I omit them, that 1 may procood di- 
rectly to ehow that 

3. The systom is totally ovcrtlirowii by the word of 
God. 

Tho fundamental position that all punishment, or 
mther sufloring, (for Uic system repudiates all proper 
puniBhmeni,) is designed simply for the oflendcr's good, 
ia not only unsupported by Scripture ; it is at open war 
with itH spirit and its speech. The Bible makes a broad 
diitinctJon between the sufferings sejit upou the boliov- 
er, and those upon the uugodly. The one is visited 
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"witli " con-ection " and '* chaslisomeut " uaJnglcil ^n{ 
"pitj," and lor his "good ;" tlic oilier is thrcatened^j 
■with "wrath," "fury," "rengeauce," " jiidgment^H 
■without mcvcf." The one class is called "blessed"^™ 
under their stiffcriiigs, — " Blessed is the maii whom 
Uiou chastoiieKt, O Lord :" the other class is called 
*' accursed " in their pains, — " depart from me, yo^M 
cursed, into everlasting fire." The Scripture distinc-^^ 
tion is as broad and plain ns words can mako it. But 
this doutrine would confound the whole dilTeroncd 
sentiment and language. According to Us teaching, 
*' Gud'e raining upon the wicked ' snares, fire and brim-! 
stone,' is synonymous with sending upon them sanctir 
fying mercies ! Tlie threatenings against tiie ungodly, 
of • indignation and wi*atli, tribulation and anguisbj' 
refers to the distribution of Torious sorts of hW-nugsJ 
The Scnptui-Q expression, 'fierce wrath of God,' 
must mean simply, fierce g^oodness of Ood. Ajid 
the ' fiery indignation ■whicli shall devour the ad- 
Tersaries,* is the same as fierj niPiry which shall «aw 
the adversaricK !" Away witli such abuse of speech! 
All the ntteniuces of God's word toward the jiertindu 
cioiisly wicked, are in conflict with the first principles 
of the system. It finds no snpport in the Bible except 
by miEapproprialing Gud's promisee to liis wunts. 

That this punishment beyond the grave diall result 
in the purification of the wifrkcd, any more than it has 
effected that of the devil and his aiigclst, with whom 
their lot is cast; or that their punishment shalL ever 
have &Q end ; — of this, not a distinct intimation is 
brought or attcmptcit, from the Bible. The most thai, 
is done is to appeal to God's attributes, and cito a tew\ 
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passages to show iii general that all luon will be sared ; 
and liutli of these attempts wo have seen to be faLla- 
I cious. Not a text can bo cited, that intimates either 
tlie pLirilying power or the tei'miuation of thivt admlt- 
j ted suQ'iiring. And the Rostomtionist is in that dilem- 
ma, on which Ballon tho eldor gave tliem warning, of 
L conceding tho fact of futuro punishment from the Bibla, 
' and tlion iieoding scripture proof of its Icrminutiou ; — 
L but, alas, witliout linding that scriptni'o proof. 
^■^ The Bible gives no hint of the existence of probation 
^^beyoud the preBeut life ; but much tho contrary. Wlion 
I we appeal' before the judgment seat of Clirist, we are 
i to "receive the things done in the body." Into this 
[ world, Clu'ist cauio with the offers of life. Bere men 
are called on to believe on the Lord Jeeus Christ, and 
they Bhall be saved. It is here that by " patient contin- 
uance in wcU-doiug," men are to gain " eternal life;'* 
and they who are "fa-ifliful unto death" shall receive 
"a crown of life ;" here the wicted "treasure np wratU 
against the day of wrath and I'tjvelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God." The preaching of the gos- 
pel on earth, hccomca " a savor of life unto life," and 
"& savor of death unto death." After deatli is the 
judgmeut. " Fear him, who after lie hath killed, hath 
power to cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you, fear him." 
lu this life, in this life only, docs God's word locate 
the probationary state of man. 

The Bible neither proposes nor uitimates any means 

of deliverance irom the doom of the lost. By coulin- 

aal implicatiou itnd lij open declaration, it deiries all 

remedy. " How shall we e.'icape," is the swclUug bur- 

of its admouitioua, " how shall wo cscapo if wo 
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•' Let US tlicrefore fear,** 
promise being left us of 



Delect SO great Bnlvatioii ? " " Wlmt shnll it profit % 
man, if be sliall gain the wholo world nml lose his own 
8oul?" "Lord, aro there few that be Bared ? " said 
one to the gr«at Redeemer. *' Strive to enter in at 
tlvc Etniit gat*," WAS his solemn reply, '-for many, I saj 
unto yoii, shall seek t-o enter in and shall not be able.** 
And ho warned him of the time "when once the master of 
the house hath riBeii up and kIiuI to the door," end all 
knocking kIiuU be vain, 
eehoos the apostle, "lest a 
entering into his rest, any of you should gecm to come 
short of it. Let U5 therefore labor to enter in to that 
rest, lest my man fall after the same cxamjile of unbfr 
Hof." ITe tells u-s of thusn to whom " there rcmaiucth 
no more .sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation which shall 
devour the adversaries.*' And he adds, '* it is a fearftil 
Uiing to faJl into the hands of the living Ood.'* 

Indeed, a Divine and awful sense of tiie irrotricv* 
bleness of human destruction hut for the death of Christ, 
and ofthc sinner's remediless- ruin, unless he in this life by 
faith lay hold on Christ, seems to flow like a rushing 
stream through tho word of God, — and to enfold the 
whole plan of redemption like a vast atmosphere of 
gloom into which light breaks only from the cro.'ss. It 
gives mcaiuDg to Christ's mission, potency to God's 
warnings and urgency to the gtispcl invitations. It can 
no more be dissipated by dealing with individual pft9> 
pages, tlian the gloom of midnight can be scattered 
from the whole heavens by the gUramcr of Tarthing 
candlcK. It heaves the heart of the saci-ed writer ; 
«ud he exclaims, '* knowing therefore the terror of the 
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Lord, vrc porsnade moo." It is that remediless ruin, 
Fhich gives priceleea value to the gospel, and depth of 
meaning to "the uns^EurchaWe riches of Cfirist." 

But the Bible is nat only bxirdcned in general witli 
the awful sense of human danger; it speaks in articu- 
late terms of the hopeless destruction of the sinner. 
And it should not be forgotten, that when Christ and 
hie apostles spoke to the Jews of any punishment hcrc- 
efler, it would not have heen necessary for them to 
declare its eternity. Tliat was conceded by their hear- 
ers ; no othL^ridca could enter their minds. The Phar- 
ieees held to endless punishment ; oven Wliittcmore 
affirmE they " are well known to have behoved in it." 
For Christ and his apostles, therefore, to assert future 
punishment, though they had said nothing of its dura- 
tion, would have been equivalent to declaring its eter- 
nity. It could liavn been understooi in no other way. 
But they did not leave the matter so. In a groat 
variety of ways they taught that punishment would 
never end. Thoy taught eo plainly as not only to make 
that impression on the minds of Christians, for ihe past 
1800 years : the infidel also finds it plainly there. 
" All skeptics," says Asher Moore, the tTnivei-salist, 
" suppose tlie Bihle to teach the doctnne of endless 
misciy." How can they help KUppo^mg so? For the 
Scri]itures speak in many and vaiied forms. They 
descrihe it by the various positive terms, eternal, ever- 
lasting, forever, forever and over ; tlie very same and 
only terms tliat denote the duration of heavenly bless- 
edness—sometimes in the game connection and the 
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Barae sentence ; t!ie very terms employed, aiid tho ' 
etrougost timt the Greek language fumibhcK, to dc8«ribo _. 
tlie extent of God'a existeuee. Tliey declaj-e it iu iicg-fl| 
ativc forms that deny all tcrimiiation : ''He will b«m^^ 
the chaff irith uuq^ueiichablo fire ;" — " cast iuto lioll ^« 
where tlic worm dicth not oud the Cre is not quenclied ;" ^M 
" it shall uot ho forgiveu uuto men ueithoi- in this world ^™ 
uor in the world to come." Tlicy stale it both ncgatire- 
ly and positively iu the same sentence; **hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation ;" — 
*' siioM not SG9 lifo, l>ut the wrath of Ood abidoth on 
him ;" " tliero remaiuelh no more sacrifice for sitia^Ijut 
a certain feapPiil looking for of jiulgracnt nnd fiory in-J 
dignation, which shall devour tho adversaries." Thew 
dOEcriljo it 118 a final exclusiou from heaven : " Tho un-j 
righteous shall uot inherit the kingdom of God ;'* 
" whither I go, ye cannot come." They describe it as 
au irreversible doom: " the door is slnit,*' and llie y 
that knock nithont hear the voice, "I kuow yotJI^I 
not;'* "whose eaJ is destruction." It is the ces-^^ 
saliou of all enjoyment, with an iuipaHsahlc bari-ier 
between the sinner and heaven : " Sou, remember that 
thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good Ihings and 
likewise LazaruH evil tbiugs; hut now be is comforted 
and thou art tormented. And besides betwoon you 
and MB Ihere is a great gulf fixed .... neither can they 
pass to us that would come from theuco." It is a doom, 
80 dreadful, as to make existence itself a cni"se : "it li 
been good for that man if he had not been born ;" — j 
and yet, liad a final eternity of bliss been before him, 
even though he should first suffer for millions of 
years, it bad been au iniiuite benefit to be bom. 



ncy 



SBSrOBAl'IONIST VIEW8. 



225 



The Bible declares these things, not alone by passing 
and mcidental refcreucc, but also of set design aud 
special aim. In the solemn passage from which my 
text is taken, the single theme of Christ was to set 
forth the fioal retiibution ; aaid here he declares the 
revard of the righteous and the doom of the wicked to 
bo alike etorua:!. A similar directness of aim and an 
appalling force ofreitemtlou, is feoud in Mark 9: 43. 
*' If thy hand offend [ensnare] tliec, cut it off : it is bet- 
ter for tlice to enter into life maimed, than, having two 
hands, to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched; where their worm dietii not, anfl tho fire is 
not quenched. And if thy foot offend thoo, cu,t it off: it 
is better for thee to entei- lialt into life, than, liftving 
two feet, to be cast into hell, into tho fire that never 
shall be quenched ; where the worm dietli not and 
the fire is not quenched. Ajtd if thine eye oflfend 
tlieo, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of G-od with one eye, than, liaving two 
eyoB, to bo cast into hell-firc ; where their worm ilieth 
not and the fire is not quenched." Here tho eternity 
of future pmushmcnt is sot fortli in terms that admit 
no evasion. " Our Lord's argument here turns ujwn 
the infinite disparity between the temjioral and eternal 
pains. Duration is the oidy [joint to be illuHtrattid. 
And finite is here set in contrast with infinite dura- 
tion. And this infinite duration is expressed by a vari- 
ety of epithets, which are, of all otheni, the most 
plain, determinate and imexceptionable."* It dictli 
not, it IB not quenched, it is unquenchable, and (as 
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given in Mattliew') it is " everlasting." Ponder nt 
tJtc »poakr;i-^s point, — this aecuuiulation of tcruiR* and 
tJie emphasis of Ilia threefoH repetition; consider thi 
mode in which ids hearers from their previous Ijclief 
were sure to imderatand liini: — a.nd if oiir Lord did 
not mean to ha understood to affirm the ab!>olute etcr- 
nity of future punishment, in the name of common 
sense and common iionestyf let me ask, wliat did he^j 
mean? ^H 

Here I ^n^pend tlic argument from Scripture, not 
because it is exliaustod, but tjccause tliia is enough. — ^j 
One objection, I wish, in closing, to meet. It has bocn^ 
said that eternal punishment is unnocesscirr. To this 
it has Itocn often nnd well replied, that is for Ood to 
say, and not for us. We are no judges. Tlie neceed- 
ties of a government reaching through immensitv and 
eternity, is beyond our scope. God's own rifrhts and 
dignity, the actual enormity of Bin, the cxigcnciee of 
the universe, may render it alike incompatible with 
justice and liouevolence in the Grrat Maoisthatb of 
Kuoli an empire, ever to I'estoro his prisoners. The 
quiet of the universe, t!ie full cxliibition of his Cf 
character and the power of his government, the righ 
and adequate impreBsion on all his crcatuj-es, the otor-j 
nal lioliuess of the holy, may be concerned. Is 
so uncompromisingly holy, and doGH lie hate sin wi 
Mch a hatred, as lie dei-Iaros? Is revolt against his 
authority, guilt of damning dye ? Yea, i« ho a God of 
truth, and will he fulfill the threats he has made ?■ 
" Can he reign over fallen creatures glorioiuvly to hi 
self?" Or can tlie powers of d-irkness lirenk up tha' 
essential perfection of his eternal schemes ? — Ttiese uid 
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othcra are momentous questions, for which the answers 
may be found only in the irrovcraiblo, endless infliction 
of tlie penalty of his law. 

But I go fui'ther. Does not the very necessity for 
such 9.0. argument as tliis — does not the utter defiance 
of the UiUTersalist position, ahow poeitiye necessity for 
the novor-eudinq; display of God's cliastisijig power ? 
Tlic Tory rights of his throne are coutested, and prob- 
ably will he contested to all eternity — his ligtit to ftil- 
iill his word and execute the penalty of llio law. Here 
are multitudes of men on earth, denying liis nglit to 
govern his universe as he lias declai-ed lie will govern 
it; some of them contending desperately and even 
ferociously against the penalty which CLuist asf^crted, 
declaring it " the utmost malig;nity,"* " infinite malig- 
nity ,"t " the most horrid crTielty,":(: " unmiugled and 
unmitigated cnielty, rod as blood and black ne hell, 
wtthont one redeeming ray of pity, mercy, or Justice ;"§ 
and even plainly intimating that the Being who could 
fulfill it, must be n hloody Nero,|| a tyrant, a mon- 
ster,^ and an arch-fiend.** They live, they die, they 
I'entcr eternity, in this state of relentless hostility to the 
rights and claims and declarations of God. Doubtless 
Satan and his angels, too, deny that right, ajid stand 
in eternal collision with tliia fundamental principle of 
God's government. Such being the case, may it not 
be the only alternative left even to God himself, eter- 
naUy to a-sscrt that right hy eternally stretcliijig forth 
his hand to chasten that desperate rebellion, — that 

* • Whittemoire. t Cotli, t Tkomaa. f Williamioa'n ExpoBition, p, 
' loa. II I1>. End. ran. Ex. p, i1. IT Univ. Quar. Iki., Juo. 18M, p. U. 
••lb., Oct. 1856, p. 333. 
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wlcnU«M war upon the authority of his throne! It is 
a sad aiid awful Uiouglit. 

My task is ended. I Iiavo cudcavorcd succinctly to 
Mt fortli the baseles3uess of Uuiversaliam. In so do- 
ing:, it has becQ my duty to exhibit ttic doom that 
awaits every son! not found ij» Christ. It is not my 
doctriiic. J did not mako it. I am not rcsponsiWc 
for it. I cannot unmake if I would, The doctrine of 
eternal iituu»luueul is God's doctrine: Ho takes the 
i-csponsibility now — he will take tlie responsibility in 
the day of jndgmont. Wen may r<'jcct it; but it is in 
God's word. And since it is there, it is neither morcy 
nor wisdom to hide tho tnith. It is not your doctrine. 
You cannot destroy it if you would. Yom- resistance 
and denial can make no difference with the pact, — but 
it may moke an eternal and fatal difference in your 
jirospoctf. 

But oh! why ijliould you resist it? It cannot harm 
you, if your heart i-esta on Christ Jesus for salvation; 
for neither hfe nor death, nor things present nor things 
to come, shall then be able to separate you from the 
love of God m Jesus Christ our Lord. You need not 
forever perish. Uli 1 why should you spend your 
strength in foolish and fatal struggles against the Iptb- 
sistible ordinance of God, instead of fleeing with all 
your might to the arms of Christ the Savior ? Should 
you take up youx final abode in that home of eternal 
sorrows, it will not bo because the door of heaven was 
shut against you, nor because you were not warned lo 
floe from the wrath lo come, nor because long years 
■ffcro not given you hero, in which to make your peaco 
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with God. Lo, tlio Toico comes from heaven, " LWe, 
for I have found. % ransom — turn ye, turn jo, for why 
will ye die." And while I utter the message of woe 
from Clod, the voice of Christ hiinBolf aeoms to break 
on my car» — •' For God so loved Uie world, that ho 
gavci \m only hegottcu Snu that whosoever believeth 
on hint should not perish, but have cverlaating life." 
"■Atid the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And lot 
him that hoai'eth :<ay. Come. Ami let him that is 
atliirfit come; and whosoever will, let him take the 
vatcr of life freely." Soon you will lie brought face to 
face with the tremendous issues of eternity. Oh! 
fipend net your fleeting strength in wranghng against 
the holy bar of God, but in hastening to the Grose 
<if Christ! 
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i )u iiiiEt-- T, lino 17. striko out tliL- wor.ls. " Tin! Uiiivm-BaliKt ijnai- 

H;rly Review." 
OiJ imge 13. li'uc 'IB. slriko nut tlie worOs in [itiraiaiiifiU hIUt 

" BiiiHier." 
Oapugc 171!, line IT. ohinise "ilratruLlifiii" to liiafinnrioij. 
" " 227, liist liiii' of ttxt, diiinjn- '■ chustcii " to clniKi'ie- 
■■ " 229. Inet line but one, change •■ hut " to foif. 
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